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Preface T

Snce the end of the 1970s poverty reduction in rura China has
mede remarkable achievements. Accarding to the poverty standard
adopted by the Chinese Government  the number of the absalute poor with
inadequate food and clathing reduced from 250 million in 1978 to 23.65
million in 2005 a decline in poverty incidence fram 30.7% to 2.5%.
Accarding to the World Bank assessment  between 1991 and 2000 the
number of poor living on less than §1/day decreased by 274 million to
which China contributed 151 million 55% of the goba decrease and
75% dof that in the developing world. With the decline of the number of
the poor  the infrastructure social undertakings and the basic living and
production conditions in poar areas have significantly improved. During
the trangition from a centrally - planned to a market - based economy and
in the process of modernization China has accarplished twin tasks of
economic growth alongside with poverty reduction.

Chinas achievaments in poverty reduction has attracted the attention
of the international community especialy the developing world
international organizations bilateral ingtitutions and NGOs who are esger
to share with and learn from Chinas develgpment experiences so0 as to
move the gldba campaign against poverty forward. To meet these demands
and to faciliate the work of poverty reduction practitioners and researchers
in China the International Poverty Reduction Center in China IPRCC
commissoned a team of sdective experts and professonas in the
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compilation of a st of documents including The Course of Povaty
Redudion in China 1949—2005  The BEvdution of Povarty Redudion
Pdides in China 1949—2005 A Cdletion of Povrty Redudion
Literature in China and Sdetted Casss of Poverty Redudtion in China.
The documents reflect the progress of poverty reduction in China
from different perspectives and by different levels. The Course of Poverty
Redudion in China 1949—2005 isatime- sequenced document giving
an ovaview o historicd events related to poverty reduction  The
Ewdution of Poserty Redudion Pdides in China 1949—2005 gives
pragmetic and balanced analysis and comments on the economic and social
background  historical rdes and contributions of poverty reduction
pdicies and measures adopted at different periods of time A Cdledtion of
Povarty Redudtion Literature in China introduces the research findings
from hame and abroad on poverty reduction in China since the end of the
1970s SHedad Casss of Povaty Redudion in China gethers the most
practical and successful approaches and experiences of poverty reduction
in various parts of China. The sat of documents is put together in an
integrated manner which gives readers an overdl picture of poverty
reduction in China. They are of course far from perfect but could senve as
usful reference meterids. Thet s why | recammend these documents to you.

Liu Jian
Diretor of China Sate Coundl Leading Group Office
of Povarty Alleviation and Devd opment



Preface 1

Fdloning the first review of progress towerds the Millennium
Development Goadls MDGs  a the United Nations World Summit in
September 2005  there is an unprecedented inpetus behind the fight
againgt gabad poverty. Donors  development agencies and developing
countries are al shoning renewed commitment to meking change happen
by providing additional funds and greater attention. This determination
comes as an encouragament far al who work tonerds a world free of
poverty.

But more resources done  however important  are nat enough to
catalyse the drameatic development that must take place for us to reach the
MDGs. In trandating this resdve into action and results we aso need
much better knoMedge on how to do it  concrete strategies  pdicies and
programmes that have shown to be effective.

The need for useful country references of successful experiences and
lessons learned on poverty reduction fram across the developing world is
geat and largely unmet. One praminent such gap in our cdlective
knoMedge is the lack of a fundamental understanding of the dynamics of
Chinas ane- ingpiring poverty reduction achievements.

A corbination of sustained rapid economic groamh and targeted
government programmes has brought about drametic change in the world s
most populous nation. Nurmbers vary depending on the measure used—the
number of people living on less than S1/day has falen by over 400
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million since 1981 while $2/day poverty declined by 300 million and
the dfficial Chinese poverty line dives a decline of around 200 million—
but the message is clear China has reduced incame poverty in rura areas
prabably faster than any nation in humen history. Importantly  indicators
of humen development have aso improved markedly teking life
expectancy above 70 years while literacy and enrdment in nine - year
education have bath risen to over 90%.

As a result of these improvements  China is well on its way to
achieving most of the MDGs and gives significant support to the attainment
of the gobal targets in the process  for the ane on incame poverty  China
represents more than the entire net reduction worldwide since 1990.

Clearly to understand what has happened in China would meke a
significant contribution to the goba fight againgt poverty. While some
features of this experience may be difficult for athers to replicate there
should also exist numerous lessons of great practical value for nations
grappling with poverty. Thase lessons thus need to be identified ditilled
and shared with the gaba community.

Codifying and disseminating such knoaMedge and aso to learn fram
athers is the main purpose of the International Poverty Reduction Centre
in China established jointly in 2005 by the Government of China and
UNDP other international partners such as Warld Bank  Department
For International Development of the UK and Asian Develgpment Bank
have also joined in support to the Centre. This series of bodks is one of its
first mgjor outputs meant to be a camprehensive source of reference on
Chinas povaty reduction experience and to provide pat o the
understanding sought after by pdicy mekers practitioners and researchers
looking to learn something from it. The four volumes are meant to provide
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a histarical overview introducing the poverty reduction process and
relevant government pdlicies as well as a cdlection of implementation
cases and some research findings at work.

Taken together the results illugtrate the importance of econamic
gownth as well as the necessity for pdicy and pragretic intervention in
several aress that are well targeted needs- based and flexible enough to
meet emerging challenges. After the first successes largely thanks to
rgpid groath in the agricultural sector fdlowing the first wave of economic
refom the Chinese government has implemented an evadlving series o
large programmes to support the rurd poor. Learning fram previous
experience and responding to needs and wesknesses  these programmes
have put gradually less focus on top - down infrastructure and employment
initigtives and more emphasis on health and education  participatory
planning and refined targeting and monitoring.

Thus the Chinese experience highlights two important things One is
that it is posshle to nearly eradicate extreme povaty in a singe
generation—datigticd  varigions  nowithstanding  Chinas  great
achievement should be an inspiration for us al as we redouble aur efforts
to meet the MDGs by 2015 The ather is that gimulating sustained
economic groath is important  but not enough—there is a great need to
ensure that the groath process is inclusive and balanced  pushing forward
on core humen development concerns and addressing  environmental
equity wulnerability and ather challenges that emerge aong the way.

| hope that these meterias will provide one useful piece of the puzde
of poverty reduction as background reference to be used for international
training workshops and as a source for further analyticad work for
digtilling Chinas poverty reduction experiences and exchanges among
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pdicy mekers practitioners and researchers in China and other countries.

{Lb;_L_

Khalid Malik
UN Resdent Coordinator
UNDP Resdent Rgresntative
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