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The Multi-layered Core-Periphery Model : A Synthetic
Framework for the Yangtze River Delta Economy

ZHAO Wei

Abstract. The regional economies in China are structured in a multi-
layered hierarchic form . Five hierarchic layers of regional economies can
be identified spanning from the national economy to county one current-
ly . The Yangtze River Delta region locates at the middle of this multi-

layered structure , where both inside and outside layers of regions inter-
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sect with each other. Towards the outsider, it has to deal with the rela-
tionship with the two layers of regions, i.e. the inland middle and west-
ern areas , and two other industrialized zones, i.e. the Pearl-river Delta
and the areas around Bohai Sea, in coastland areas respectively . While
itself consists of three layered regions . i.e. the provincial regions, the
trans-county or prefecture ones and county ones . This paper analyzes the
multi-layered structure of the regional economy of the Yangtze-river Del-
ta with the purpose of constructing an analytical framework . Research
suggests that there exist both multi-layered governments in accordance
with the multi-layered hierarchic regional structure , and multi-typed mi-
cro bodies in business activities , which are the result of the incomplete-
ness of the market-oriented institutional transition . It is possible to build
a multi-layered core-periphery model as a basic framework to analyze the
interregional issues of the Yangtze-river Delta region. The model could
be built in accordance with the principle of the New Economic Geogra-
phy . With this model, it is possible to make further expectation on the
trend of business agglomeration and income distribution among different
regions in China .

Key words : Yangtze River Delta; regional economy ; new economic

geography ; analytical framework ; core-periphery model
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