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Abstract

Set in the context of Foshan’s ceramic tile industrial clusters, this
dissertation probes into the genesis of local industrial clusters (LICs) ,
the process of their gradual formation and evolution mechanism. The re-
search on Foshan’s ceramic tile industrial clusters is carried out in a triple
“macro-medium-micro” dimension by combining both inner and outer
factors which have influenced origins, formation and evolution of LICs so
as to reveal the particular features attached to China’s local clusters in
their birth and growth.

In this book, theories of economics are employed particularly in
connection with China’s current developing circumstance when macro-
mechanism (based on the Smith-Young Theorem) , medium-mechanism
(based on industrial value-chain theory, or the industrial smile curve)
and micro-mechanism ( based on the industrial cluster classification ap-
proaches) for the evolution of LICs are closely examined and analyzed in
depth. On the macro level, it is accentuated that interaction between
markets and labour division has profound impact on cluster evolution. It is
discovered that there exist particularities in origins, formation and evolu-
tion of clusters with localized elements. The medium mechanism reveals
that differential qualities of a cluster as manifested along its developing

process which could be reflected on the industrial smile curve actually in-
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dicates cluster evolution course and tendency toward future pro-
gress. Within the micro scenario, the reference of cluster reshape classi-
fied with new approaches helps identify the characters of a cluster in dif-
ferent evolution phases and critical causes to those changes.

LICs usually originate from historical incidents. Yet the absolutely
vital factors are how local governments, involving enterprises and entre-
preneurs with creative vision understand and assess the sudden occur-
rence of local clusters and their abilities and steadiness to steer trends of
development. Besides, origins of LICs could be deeply affected by parti-
cular local characters.

The birth of LICs depends on the breakthrough of critical mass,
which will lead to a positive feedback mechanism that helps clusters to
proceed towards a self-strengthening path where the principle of circular
cumulative causation would work. However, specific approaches to stim-
ulate birth of clusters must be also created.

It could be helpful to hold the perspectives of 3 Growth (i.e. eco-
nomic growth, industrial growth and enterprise growth ) from triple
( macro-medium-micro) levels to analyse and probe into the mechanisms
of growth and evolution of LICs which are marked with Chinese charac-
ters, thereupon break the limitations of mere exploration of inner causes

of cluster evolution.

Key words: Foshan ceramic tile; Local; The industrial cluster;

Origins; Creation; Evolution mechanism
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