R RN PR Mg S

A Sociolinguistic Interpretation of Netspeak

KEZ &

P B r e d)
&z d=mE Li'g M



B B4 B (CIP) 8 7

HAETENATHMNLIES/REAEE —B%.
HRE B R R EE A RS ,2013.9

ISBN 978 —7—5100—6981—9

1. O 1. Otk . OZKRNE— B RAEEF
IV. ATP393.4

T E e A B 48 CIP 244 F (2013) % 233686 5

FL I E U PRSI S

x F KAXR
RERE W &

HMmi%Zit www.flyond.cn

HR&Z T MSRE AR E AR A
i1 b1| - ol Bl | -
HB 45 710003
21 & 029—87233647( 7 3% & 4 ¥R)

029—87234767( % % %)

B 029—87279675

 2BE&WIERE
IR 8 o N A RN
880mm X 1230mm 1/32
11.75
300 F &

P

20134 9 A% 1 2013459 A% 1 K9 AR
ISBN 978—7—5100—6981—9
25.00 7

G 3 5FH (W D H I W F
dn 55 % w

=3

Yo e B R R AR IR I F RN 8] L H




CONTENTS

Chapter | Literature Review -1
1.1 Netspeak -1
1.1.1 Definition «eeeeseererrseeeseernsrennesessrnresneernsnnnneees |
1.1.2 Nature of Netspeak 5
1.1.3 Forms of Netspeak «e+eseesesssesseesuienisnienniinun 8

1.2 Previous Studies on Netspeak - 11
1.2.1 Previous Studies of Netspeak abroad «-+- - 11
1.2.2 Previous Studies of Netspeak in China 15
1.2.3 Multidisciplinary Studies on Netspeak - 18
Chapter 2 Language Change .27
2.1 Language change ««:esssssssssssesseeseeniormiimiiinnn 27
2.1.1 Language change and variation - 28
2.1.2 Language change and deviation - 30
2.1.3 Reasons for language change - 35
2.1.4 Changeable aspects of language <+=+ssseseereseeceee 42
2.1.5 Attitudes towards language change + 43

1



2.2 Netspeak in Internet CONtexXt ceecsseeesssssesccscecncasacnasss A5
2.2.1 Internet seeecececeeccecctececccescescteccscccssccsnccnnes Ah

2.2.2 Variables of Internet communication «sssssseeeeeeee 5]

Chapter 3 Classification of Netspeak -.-.-....... 59

31 Internet situations secectettetectetestesetsessosecssseasescasces 50
3.1.1 Synchronous and asynchronous situations  +==+** 59
3.1.2 Internet situations by David Crystal «+s+eseseeeeees 60

3.1.3 Common Internet situations R R LTI oY

3.2 Stylistic features of Netspeak ................................. 75
3.2.1 Differences between speech and writing —«+=e+e- 75
3.2.2 Stylistic features of Netspeak steccececceceececeneaes 77

3.2.3 Identification of netizens and Netspeak ++«+=e+=+-+ 86

Chapter 4 Chatroom Netspeak as a Register
.« 89

4.1 Register of Netspeak in Internet chatroom s« :+eseeeeee 89

4.1.1 Halliday’s Register Theory — «esseeseeseeacecacacns 89

4.2 Chatroom Netspeak «e«+eseeseeeseeoesieeitieeiie i aenes 97
4.2.1 Phonological deviation ses=sssssssssssesennmniaianeaas 98
4.2.2 Lexical deviation sseeseesesessessessceasassssraseasnees 100
4.2.3 Grammatical deviation se+esseseeresessasrosacsesees 114

4.2.4 Graphological deviation =essss=sssssesesnnnnnnanans 117



Chapter 5 BBS Netspeak as a Register --....... 122
5.1 Field of diSCourse se s+ et ete ere see son con con oe see seeeee |23

BN TEnor Of diSCOUrse s+o +oe ovs +vs soe e vos oas aue vae vauios ol IE)

5.2.1 POWEr e+eseessssessesnrsnrioteseesieseesssncnnsnssesaaces |27
5.2.2 Solidarity ++seseereerssreminmeniniininiiiiii 129

5.3 Mode of diSCoUrse =+« +e »o» ses sas son sen sas coe ses sas cae sea D3
5.3.1 Phonetic level sseeeecseesesasesnisiniarasnseaenineaeass 133
5.3.2 Lexical level — seeeeeceeesesaserseatiearasscaeninsanass 137

.3.3 Syntactical level seeeesersrmmnsnnniniiiin 144

ol

.3.4 Graphonological level ssseessesnssneanianiiiiiiiiii 146

[@a]

Chapter 6 Microblog Netspeak as a Register

6.1 Register theory in microblog Netspeak <eteeceeceeccecees 150
6.1.1 Microblog as a virtual speech community «:--- 150
6.1.2 Microblog Netspeak as a variety «seceseeeeeeceeese 153

6.1.3 Microblog Netspeak as a register seseseseeeeeeeees 155

6.2 Microblog Netspeak as a register «eseeeeeecreeescenceeces 157
6.2.1 Field of discourse sesssssesessssenseseeseeseeseesenens 157
6.2.2 Tenor of diSCOUrse s+rtrerrrrerseeenrrsameeecensinens 161
6.2.3 Mode of diScOourse sessrssssrsssseseseeseesensenennnns 165



Chapter 7 English Netspeak as a Variety
- 190

7.1 Graphological features =«:ses s sseveecrssmiuiecessinnueees 191
7.1.1 PUNCLUALION +++erevrerreserrarrsnececrnrrsssesersrssiese 192
7.1.2 Decapitalization and capitalization

—e 195
7.1.3 Misspelling seseeseeseeesressnrmninunnn. 196
7.1.4 Paralinguistic device: emoticons and images  ++++-

e 197

7.1.5 Paragraphing and spacing «=+es+ssssseseeseeseeenas 200

7.2 Syntactic features «e-eeessesesssneesienui i 201
7.2.1 Frequent use of minor sentences ++++seeseseesesses 202
7.2.2 Frequent use of simple sentences «+=+sssereeeceeees 203
7.2.3 Preference for paratactic structure

- 204
7.2.4 Lack of clear sentence boundary
- 205

79 Lol et TR o 6 00 o 00 o ()
7.3.1 Preference for clichés and vague terms <esce+--- 206
7.3.2 Extensive use of simple and colloquial words

- 207
7.3.3 Use of tab00 Words seseeseererssrssesenrvrieseecns 209

7.3.4 Frequent use of onomatopoeia *++«s=sssseeeeececess 270

4



7.3.5 Common use of abbreviation and acronym -+ 211
7.3.6 Compounding - 216
7.3.7 Blending «eeeeeseeereerrereuneinniuin 219
7.3.8 Derivation - 220
7.4 Characteristics of Netspeak English ceccececeecececcacees 229
7.4.1 CONVENIENCE *++svevrsrsssrssensesesrnesasssnsssannneses 220
7.4.2 Economical efficiency «++eseeveeeeee -+ 230
7.4.3 Innovation - 232
7.4.4 Epochal character - 232
7.4.5 Nondeterminacy s+ «essssseesesssesessmenieneuannees 233

7.5 Social meaning and motivation - 235
7.6 Future prospects - 238
Chapter § Code-switching in Netspeak -..-..... 243

8.1 Understanding of code-switching seseeceeseeceeceeeecaaene. 243
8.1.1 Previous studies on code-switching <e+seseseeeeees 243
8.1.2 Definition -+ 244

8.1.3 Code-switching and related terms

246

8.2 Theoretical framework 255
8.2.1 Matrix language frame model 255
8.2.2 Thoery of adaptation «+--- 258
8.3 Data analysis ceeeeeeereerrrrrmrin 261
8.3.1 Words used as embedded language «+=+sseeseeeees 262

5



8.3.2 Phrases used as embedded language

8.3.3 Acronyms used as embedded languages

8.3.4 Sentences used as embedded language -

.. 263
......... 264
ceveeeeees 264

8.3.5 Morphological feature of embedded words «+=+-+ 265

8.3.6 Linguistic features of embedded English

8.4 Functions of code-switching in Netspeak --

8.4.1 Code-switching as an adaptation to linguistic reality

- 278

8.4.2 Code-switching as an adaptation to social convention

e 281

8.4.3 Code-switching as an adaptation to mental motiva-

tion

Chapter 9 Language Planning ... ...

9.1 Understanding language planning

9.1.1 Language policy seesseessreerseeesmeamnneninninnnan
9.1.2 Language planning «e=essesseseereseeeeeerneiaiian

9.1.3 Status planning and corpus planning es«ss«sseeeee

9.1.4 Relationship between language planning

policy
9.2 Social features of Netspeak

9.2.1 Being short-lived +sseeeseeeees

6

e 2892

cee 285

«e 285
285
286
291

and language

coee 293

o 29
<eer 205



9.2.2 Appearing as word groups «++sssessessssseeiiennies 296
0.2.3 We-rnedia timmes «-eseerrrrsreeseeerrrenesensenaieess 297
9.2.4 Reflecting public thoughts and ideas ++++s+e+eseeeee 297

9.3 Attitudes towards Netspeak «e+eeeeeeeessveeesssnunecnnnns 300
9.3.1 Attitudes from government <essssseceeseeneeesees 301
9.3.2 Attitudes from academic community = +e++eseeeee 301
9.3.3 Attitudes from mmedia s++e+sreeeererssreeresenrenaieeee 302

9.3.4 Attitudes from authorities A 302

9.4 Netspeak standardization strategies «s+esseesesecesececes 303
9.4.1 COMMUNIty SUPErVISIOn «+«ssesesessssseenieeeniees 303
9.4.2 Government involvement eseseeeseseecnecaeacnaees 304
9.4.3 School responsibility s eesesesssersninninii 304
9.4.4 Media as a model  sereeeersseeerinnseriiesrnaineenens 305

Chapter 10 Bilingual Explanation of Common
10.1 Singal-character Netspeak eeeseeescesseecscecscccease 306
10.2 Double-character Netspeak «++ssesesesseeseeseesnaasanns 307
10.3 Triple-character Netspeak «erereseeceerececseseacecencacnn. 317
10.4 Multicharacter Netspeak cesereeeeeeeeesceeseecacueacaaces 3292
10.5 Letter Netspeak seresseeeceeseeeseacscececinnenanccceeee 326
10.6 Number Netspeak -+t eseseeseesencencecueciceaeneieee. 33]

10.7 Semiotic Netspeak +e+esseeesereseseeeeenestiianeiieeanans 335



JG A0 secceecer ettt it et cer et s ceeeeeeeeee 367






(OLTACEBY | ircrarure Review

Chapter 1  Literature Review

1.1 Netspeak

1.1.1 Definition

The term“Netspeak”is initially put forward by Crystal in his book
Language and the Internet It morphologically consists of two parts:“net”
and “speak”, which involves writing and talking. It is“an alternative to
‘netlish”, ‘ weblish”, ¢ Internet language’, ‘cyberspeak ”, ¢ electronic
discourse ”, ¢ electronic language ’, ¢ interactive written discourse 7,
¢ Computer-Mediated Communication > ( CMC ), and other more
cumbersome locutions” ( Crystal, 2001: 19). Each term has different
implications: netlish and weblish are derived from English and are useless
as Internet becomes more multilingual ; electronic discourse and electronic
language focus on technology; CMC emphasizes the medium itself;
Netspeak is broader, accurate and functional enough, which implies both
the medium and the core feature of the language on the Internet.

Although there are many synonyms in English, they are
translated into Chinese as “M 2% 1% 5 ” (wang luo yu yan),
simple as the term seems to be,it is far from easy to give a
definite answer to the term “Netspeak”. The reason is that
many scholars and linguists have considered it as a new

linguistic phenomenon and proposed a variety of answers to it
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in accordance with the emphasis they put on different aspects.

D. Crystal defines Netspeak as “a type of language
displaying features that are unique to the Internet, and
encountered in all the above situations (namely,in email, chat
groups,virtual worlds and World Wide Web) ,arising out of its
character as a medium which is electronic, global and
interactive.”Susan C.Herring holds that the language of CMC
is typed.,and hence like writing, but exchanges are often rapid
and informal, and hence more like spoken conversation.
Moreover,the computer-mediated register has unique features

> (smiley faces

of its own, such as the use of “emoticons’
composed of ASCII characters) and other graphics,as well as
special lexis (lurking, flaming, spamming) and acronyms
(FAQ, IMHO, RTFM). B. Fliss says in the Language of
Email Netspeak that it is an extremely informal type of
English slang used in electronic communication which
implements both graphological and lexical deviation.

Chinese scholars also attempt to capture the definition of
Netspeak in broad and narrow senses. Among all the
definitions, three definitions are the most popular ones which
are frequently referred to.Liu Haiyan believes that Netspeak
includes three categories: technical terms, cultural networds
and chatroom words (Liu, 2002). Qin Xiubai holds that
Netspeak is a new kind of media language used in network
communication.It mainly consists of three categories: the first
category includes the technical terms involved in computer and

network technology., such as memory, hypertext, windows,
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etc.sthe second category is the words and expressions related
to network culture,such as net bar,hacker,net bug,and so on;
the third category consists of the specific words, slangs,
idioms, terms, smilieys and emoticons, abbreviations and
acronyms used for online communication in chatrooms, BBS,
blogs, microblogs, etc. The first two categories deal with
Netspeak in a broad sense, while the third one handles
Netspeak in a narrow sense (Qin,2003:1—6).

In the thesis New Linguistic Revolution, Yu Miao, a
postgraduate in University of International Business and
Economics divides all the views concerning Netspeak into three
categories: Netspeak as a new language; Netspeak as a set of
conventions; Netspeak as a collection of idioms, slangs and
abbreviations.She considers David Crystal as the representative
of the first category—Netspeak is a new language.Based on her
analysis of the three categories of Netspeak, she gives the
following definition:

Netspeak is an evolving language wvariety used by
human beings for collecting , posting and exchanging
information on the Internet. One of the most
remarkable features of Netspeak is its rich vocabulary
including acronyms sabbreviations s Internet idioms and
slang.Netspeak is a dynamic jargon in and of itself ,
rather than a mere collection of words. The use of
Netspeak should be governed by netiquette.

Liu Haiyan, a Chinese Linguistic scholar in Beijing

Broadcasting Institute gives eight types of connotation for this term
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in her book Cyber-language (2001:20—37)

1) All the means of expression on the network,including
pictures,icons,and letters;

2) All the comments and remarks on the network;

3) The broken, fuzzy languages specific to the net, which
are often incomprehensible;

4) The technical terms of network, such as Java, ASP,
HTML;

5) The culture and pattern of thinking brought forth by
network;

6 ) The networking languages such as English,
Chinese,etc. ;

7) The typed written discourse or conversation appearing
on the screen;

8 ) Specially refering to the real-time, interactive
conversation or discourse in BBS and chatroom.

Yi Shaohua shows implements on both graphological and
lexical deviation. In her thesis The Superficial—Talk about the
Language Applying to Internet Communication published on
www.adcr.com.cn, she thinks that in a broad sense, Netspeak refers
to any language applying to Internet communication including
natural language and technical language;in a narrow sense Netspeak
refers to natural language applied by humans to collect, post and
exchange information on the Internet.Cheng Shanfeng also gives his
definition in Handbook on IT Internet English. He thinks Netspeak
is a collection of idioms, slang and abbreviations such as CU,

commonly used by netizens on the Internet,and the use of Netspeak
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should be governed by netiquette.

Definitions of Netspeak can be classified into three
categories. First, Netspeak is a new language. According to
David Crystal, the representative of this category, Netspeak is
neither spoken writing nor written speech.It is fundamentally
different from both writing and speech, as traditionally
understood. The emergence of Netspeak is worth being
remarked as a new linguistic revolution.Second, Netspeak is a
set of conventions.People with this view consider Netspeak as
a set of conventions for the language applied to communication
on the Internet. Third, Netspeak is classified as a collection of
words, idioms, slang, terms, abbreviations and acronyms,
smileys and emoticons that are characteristic of online
documents and communication.

The second and third categories of views are limited. Netspeak
is far beyond a set of conventions for writing one language.
Although there is not a systematic linguistic frame for Netspeak
yet, Netspeak , does have its own vocabulary,rules governing its use
and linguistic features unique to the Internet, which have made it
more a variety of language rather than a set of conventions for
writing any kind of language.Netspeak is also not a mere collection
of idioms,slang and abbreviations.Indeed,a large number of various
idioms, slang and abbreviations found in Netspeak have been one of
its most remarkable features. However, it is not the only linguistic
feature of Netspeak.

Although Netspeak is still in its initial stage,it has been

drawing more and more attention from all fields of society.The
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study on Netspeak has become one of the hottest topics in
linguistics. Some scholars have conducted researches on
Netspeak from the aspect of social linguistics, some have
investigated Netspeak from the perspective of discourse
analysis, while others have illuminated the norms to regulate
Netspeak. Netspeak has provided linguistics with new study

materials.

1.1.2 Nature of Netspeak

With regard to the nature of Netspeak, scholars at home
and abroad have expanded the discussion primarily from two
angles: one is the stylistic features of Netspeak; the other is
the social attribute of Netspeak.

American linguists Davis and Brewer point out that the
Netspeak which is written and read on the screen and keyboard
has many features of spoken and written language. Chinese
scholars Liu Haiyan believes that Netspeak is a specific social
dialect, a specific functional style and a special way of
expressions, which is between spoken and written language
(Liu Haiyan,2002).Liu Naizhong and Ma Lianpeng think that
it is a new social dialect,its own features of network society
and culture can be mapped in the language using ( Liu
Naizhong, Ma Lianpeng, 2003).Lv Mingchen points out that
the physical form of Netspeak is based on the electronic media.
Due to the particularity of the media, network formation is
different from the communication features of spoken and

written language. Netspeak is a special genre which is neither



