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Chapter 1 Literature Review

1.1Netspeak

1.1.1Definition
Theterm“Netspeak”isinitiallyputforwardbyCrystalinhisbook

LanguageandtheInternet.Itmorphologicallyconsistsoftwoparts:“net”

and“speak”,whichinvolveswritingandtalking.Itis“analternativeto
‘netlish’,‘weblish’,‘Internetlanguage’,‘cyberspeak’,‘electronic
discourse’,‘electroniclanguage’,‘interactive written discourse’,
‘Computer-Mediated Communication’(CMC),and other more
cumbersomelocutions”(Crystal,2001:19).Eachterm hasdifferent
implications:netlishandweblisharederivedfromEnglishandareuseless
asInternetbecomesmoremultilingual;electronicdiscourseandelectronic
languagefocusontechnology;CMCemphasizesthe mediumitself;

Netspeakisbroader,accurateandfunctionalenough,whichimpliesboth
themediumandthecorefeatureofthelanguageontheInternet.

AlthoughtherearemanysynonymsinEnglish,theyare
translatedintoChineseas“网络语言”(wangluoyuyan),

simpleasthetermseemstobe,itisfarfromeasytogivea
definiteanswertotheterm “Netspeak”.Thereasonisthat
manyscholarsandlinguistshaveconsidereditasanew
linguisticphenomenonandproposedavarietyofanswerstoit
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inaccordancewiththeemphasistheyputondifferentaspects.
D.Crystaldefines Netspeak as“atype oflanguage

displayingfeaturesthatare uniquetotheInternet,and
encounteredinalltheabovesituations(namely,inemail,chat

groups,virtualworldsandWorldWideWeb),arisingoutofits
characteras a medium which is electronic,global and
interactive.”SusanC.HerringholdsthatthelanguageofCMC
istyped,andhencelikewriting,butexchangesareoftenrapid
andinformal,and hence morelike spoken conversation.
Moreover,thecomputer-mediatedregisterhasuniquefeatures
ofitsown,suchastheuseof “emoticons”(smileyfaces
composedofASCIIcharacters)andothergraphics,aswellas
speciallexis (lurking,flaming,spamming)and acronyms
(FAQ,IMHO,RTFM).B.FlisssaysintheLanguageof
EmailNetspeak thatitisanextremelyinformaltypeof
English slang used in electronic communication which
implementsbothgraphologicalandlexicaldeviation.

Chinesescholarsalsoattempttocapturethedefinitionof
Netspeak in broad and narrow senses.Among all the
definitions,threedefinitionsarethemostpopularoneswhich
arefrequentlyreferredto.LiuHaiyanbelievesthatNetspeak
includesthreecategories:technicalterms,culturalnetwords
andchatroom words (Liu,2002).Qin Xiubaiholdsthat
Netspeakisanewkindofmedialanguageusedinnetwork
communication.Itmainlyconsistsofthreecategories:thefirst
categoryincludesthetechnicaltermsinvolvedincomputerand
networktechnology,suchas memory,hypertext,windows,

2



etc.;thesecondcategoryisthewordsandexpressionsrelated
tonetworkculture,suchasnetbar,hacker,netbug,andsoon;

thethirdcategoryconsistsofthespecific words,slangs,

idioms,terms,smilieys and emoticons,abbreviations and
acronymsusedforonlinecommunicationinchatrooms,BBS,

blogs,microblogs,etc.Thefirsttwocategoriesdeal with
Netspeakin a broadsense,whilethethird one handles
Netspeakinanarrowsense(Qin,2003:1-6).
InthethesisNew Linguistic Revolution,Yu Miao,a

postgraduatein University ofInternational Business and
EconomicsdividesalltheviewsconcerningNetspeakintothree
categories:Netspeakasanewlanguage;Netspeakasasetof
conventions;Netspeakasacollectionofidioms,slangsand
abbreviations.SheconsidersDavidCrystalastherepresentative
ofthefirstcategory—Netspeakisanewlanguage.Basedonher
analysisofthethreecategoriesofNetspeak,shegivesthe
followingdefinition:

Netspeakisanevolvinglanguagevariety used by
humanbeingsforcollecting,postingandexchanging
information on the Internet.One of the most
remarkablefeaturesofNetspeakisitsrichvocabulary
includingacronyms,abbreviations,Internetidiomsand
slang.Netspeakisadynamicjargoninandofitself,

ratherthana merecollectionof words.Theuseof
Netspeakshouldbegovernedbynetiquette.

Liu Haiyan,a Chinese Linguistic scholar in Beijing
BroadcastingInstitutegiveseighttypesofconnotationforthisterm
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inherbookCyber-language(2001:20-37)

1)Allthemeansofexpressiononthenetwork,including
pictures,icons,andletters;

2)Allthecommentsandremarksonthenetwork;

3)Thebroken,fuzzylanguagesspecifictothenet,which
areoftenincomprehensible;

4)Thetechnicaltermsofnetwork,suchasJava,ASP,

HTML;

5)Thecultureandpatternofthinkingbroughtforthby
network;

6) The networking languages such as English,

Chinese,etc.;

7)Thetypedwrittendiscourseorconversationappearing
onthescreen;

8) Specially refering to the real-time,interactive
conversationordiscourseinBBSandchatroom.

YiShaohuashowsimplementsonbothgraphologicaland
lexicaldeviation.InherthesisTheSuperficial—Talkaboutthe
LanguageApplyingtoInternetCommunication publishedon
www.adcr.com.cn,shethinksthatinabroadsense,Netspeakrefers
toanylanguageapplyingtoInternetcommunicationincluding
naturallanguageandtechnicallanguage;inanarrowsenseNetspeak
referstonaturallanguageappliedbyhumanstocollect,postand
exchangeinformationontheInternet.ChengShanfengalsogiveshis
definitioninHandbookonITInternetEnglish.HethinksNetspeak
isacollectionofidioms,slangandabbreviationssuchasCU,

commonlyusedbynetizensontheInternet,andtheuseofNetspeak
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shouldbegovernedbynetiquette.
Definitionsof Netspeak can be classifiedinto three

categories.First,Netspeakisanewlanguage.Accordingto
DavidCrystal,therepresentativeofthiscategory,Netspeakis
neitherspokenwritingnorwrittenspeech.Itisfundamentally
differentfrom both writing and speech,as traditionally
understood.The emergence of Netspeak is worth being
remarkedasanewlinguisticrevolution.Second,Netspeakisa
setofconventions.PeoplewiththisviewconsiderNetspeakas
asetofconventionsforthelanguageappliedtocommunication
ontheInternet.Third,Netspeakisclassifiedasacollectionof
words,idioms,slang,terms,abbreviationsand acronyms,

smileys and emoticons that are characteristic of online
documentsandcommunication.

Thesecondandthirdcategoriesofviewsarelimited.Netspeak
isfarbeyondasetofconventionsforwritingonelanguage.
AlthoughthereisnotasystematiclinguisticframeforNetspeak

yet,Netspeak,doeshaveitsownvocabulary,rulesgoverningitsuse
andlinguisticfeaturesuniquetotheInternet,whichhavemadeit
moreavarietyoflanguageratherthanasetofconventionsfor
writinganykindoflanguage.Netspeakisalsonotamerecollection
ofidioms,slangandabbreviations.Indeed,alargenumberofvarious
idioms,slangandabbreviationsfoundinNetspeakhavebeenoneof
itsmostremarkablefeatures.However,itisnottheonlylinguistic
featureofNetspeak.

AlthoughNetspeakisstillinitsinitialstage,ithasbeen
drawingmoreandmoreattentionfromallfieldsofsociety.The
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studyonNetspeakhasbecomeoneofthehottesttopicsin
linguistics.Some scholars have conducted researches on
Netspeakfrom theaspectofsociallinguistics,somehave
investigated Netspeak from the perspective of discourse
analysis,whileothershaveilluminatedthenormstoregulate
Netspeak.Netspeakhasprovidedlinguisticswithnewstudy
materials.

1.1.2NatureofNetspeak
WithregardtothenatureofNetspeak,scholarsathome

andabroadhaveexpandedthediscussionprimarilyfromtwo
angles:oneisthestylisticfeaturesofNetspeak;theotheris
thesocialattributeofNetspeak.

AmericanlinguistsDavisandBrewerpointoutthatthe
Netspeakwhichiswrittenandreadonthescreenandkeyboard
hasmanyfeaturesofspokenandwrittenlanguage.Chinese
scholarsLiuHaiyanbelievesthatNetspeakisaspecificsocial
dialect,a specificfunctionalstyle and a special way of
expressions,whichisbetweenspokenandwrittenlanguage
(LiuHaiyan,2002).LiuNaizhongandMaLianpengthinkthat
itisanewsocialdialect,itsownfeaturesofnetworksociety
andculturecan be mappedinthelanguage using (Liu
Naizhong,MaLianpeng,2003).LvMingchenpointsoutthat
thephysicalformofNetspeakisbasedontheelectronicmedia.
Duetotheparticularityofthemedia,networkformationis
differentfrom thecommunicationfeaturesofspokenand
writtenlanguage.Netspeakisaspecialgenrewhichisneither
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