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Editor's Tips

"I can go without meat in my meal yet cannot live in a place 
without bamboo." says Su Dongpo, a renowned Chinese poet, who 
with these words perfectly bares the deep affection of the Chinese 
towards bamboo. 
The Chinese actually cannot be more familiar with bamboo 
architecture, either Dai Ethnic Minority’s bamboo houses that 
are warm in the chilly winter yet cool in the scorching summer, 
or common scaffolds around buildings under construction. This 
thereupon brings to mind the Chinese character  (build), 
of which the formation essentially reveals the natural relation 
between architecture and bamboo. It then comes easy for us to 
grasp the perfect combination of the two. 
As a kind of building material, bamboo with its aseismatic, 
environmental-friendly and energy-conserving nature attracts the 
artist Markus Heinsdorff. Accordingly, this time we will feature the 
bamboo architectures of Markus Heinsdorff.



004 International New Architecture

The German-Chinese

House at Expo
 2010 in Shanghai

2010
German-Chinese House at Expo 2010 in Shanghai 
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Two storey walkable exhibition area with 330 square meters for the world 
exhibition in Shanghai. The innovative art building exists with 8 meter 
height, 25 meter width and 10 meter depth to a great extent of bamboo 
canes and bamboo laminates. The building is constructed with new 
developed connecting and procedure technologies for bamboo as well 
as fi rst-time proceedings relating to permission for bamboo construction 
in China. Principals of the "Special Structure" house are the German 
Federal Foreign Office together with the Goethe Institute: it represents 
the events series "Germany and China – Moving ahead Together" (DuC), 
which was realized from 2007 to 2010 in fi ve well-chosen "mega cities" of 
China and also devoted itself to the topic "sustained urbanization".

German-Chinese House and its background of Croatian Pavilion

“德中馆”总建筑面积330平方米, 可供游人行走参观。二层竹-膜结构

建筑物向世界展示了其特殊的建造方式。这座新型的建筑物高8米、宽

10米、长25米,由竹竹筒和簿板组成。建筑物的结构采用了专为竹建筑

材料研发的联结和施工技术。这个运用了“特殊结构“的展厅是由德国

联邦外交部和歌德学院委托建造的，并用于举行以“可持续性城市规划”

为主题的“德中同行”系列活动。
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Pre-assembly of the bamboo rods with 
connecting elements made of steel and 
special concrete
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Assembly process
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Roof nodal points in the foundation during construction

 
Erecting the first bamboo supports for the German-Chinese House Assembling a facade element made of bamboo laminate
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Vertically adjustable connection hubs for the bamboo rods

Adjustable connection hubs for the bamboo rods

Front facade: three passageways
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v
Bolt-on connection of the bamboo-laminate beam facade and V-shaped main structure made of bamboo rods

Cross-section of stairway
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Facade lighting illuminates the entire building
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The pre-assembled bamboo rods for transport

Longitudinal section: upper floor and fixtures
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Pre-assembly of the bamboo rods with 
connecting elements made of steel and 
special concrete
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Pre-assembly of the bamboo rods with connecting elements made of steel and special concrete
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