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Executive Summary

Can Poor Disaster Areas Take a low Carbon Road to

Achieve Their Recovery and Development? *

——A Case Study of Guangyuan

1. Introduction

Guangyuan, one of the most severely damaged areas by the 5.12
Wenchuan Earthquake in 2008, set as “regional city” in 1985,consisting of
three districts and four counties, is located at the upstream area of River
Jialing and in the northern mountainous area of the Sichuan basin, where
Sichuan province joins Shanxi and Gansu provinces. It covers an area of
16,300 square kilometers and has a population of 2.745 million (2009).
Guangyuan is economically less developed and is still at its initial phase for
industrialization and urbanization. Per capita GDP in Guangyuan is only 1/3
of the national average level, and urbanization rate is only 31% in year 2009.
With its three national level poverty-stricken counties, Guangyuan is one of
the least developed cities in Sichuan province. The earthquake disaster once
hit a great shock in its development process and left the huge pressure of
three tasks joint, those are reconstruction, industrialization and urbanization.
The earthquake has brought Guangyuan a direct economic loss of over 120
billion Yuan. The earthquake severely damaged Guangyuan’s
infrastructures for electricity, communication, water supply, transportation,
etc. It’s a great challenge to accelerate development through integrating
post-earthquake reconstruction with industrialization and urbanization.

@ All the data are from Guangyuan Municipal local government.
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