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PREFACE

Vision is the most direct way to obtain information. In the era of "reading 

pictures", the designers must master the ability to convey the tangible or 

abstract design ideas through symbolized and metaphysical diagram 

language, so as to help other people better observe and analyze their 

designs directly. This book includes around one hundred classic projects 

from international landscape / planning design firms. These projects, as 

outstanding examples of diagram designs, manage to show the intention 

and content of the designs vividly and incisively through appropriate 

expression elements and creative expression styles. 

The design process is the process of resolving problems, and the 

understanding of the problem will influence the answer. We hope this book 

can help the readers obtain a key design method, which is simplifying the 

problem with diagrams, and finding the answer through analyzing. It will 

give wings of inspiration and creativity to the design. 

We extend sincere gratitude to Lily Xing from Beijing Urban Color Cultural 

Development Co., Ltd. for her great support to this book. 
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MULTI MILL
MULTI MILL
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FASHION SHOW

THEATER

CINEMA

3 FUNCTIONS UNION
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BASKET BAR

2.  BASKETBALL COURT

+3.3 m
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1.  EXISTING BOOKSTORE
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3.  255 m2  SUNKEN CAFE: THE 
  CONVERSATION PIT
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4.  SUNKEN TERRACE + ENTRANCE FOR 
  THE DISABLED ON THE SAME LEVEL 
  WITH CAFE = SKATEBOWL 
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5.  THE CATWALK: ENTRANCE 
  ON TOP OF THE BAR.
     + CONNECTION TO THE BOOK STORE
+ NEW STORE

+0 m-
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6 . BAR BEP BAR (WHO'S BEHIND THE BAR ?)     
   + 60 m   BAR ENVELOPING THE CAFE
   + NEW BOOK STORE

 2

 H = 2.60 m
THE EXISTING BOOKSTORE WITH 
A FLAT ROOF: IT'S BEAUTIFUL

1.

H

H = 2.60 m
THE NEW CAFE + BOOKSTORE 
EXTENSION :
MORE FLAT = MORE BEAUTIFUL 

2.

H = 2.60 m
THE ROOF BECOMES BIG ENOUGH 
TO FIT A BASKET COURT ON TOP.

3.  H = 3.80 m
THE CAFE NEEDS SUFFICIENT 
CLEARANCE TO BECOME "GRAND ",
BUT A BROKEN ROOF
FRUSTRATES ELEGANT FLATNESS.

4.  H = 3.80 m  THE ROOF REMAINS FLAT. 
THE BAR FLOOR SINKS IN THE GROUND: 
INTIMACY COMBINED WITH AN EXTENSIVE 
VIEW. THE DEPT OF THE SUNKEN CAFE 
EQUALS THE HEIGHT OF A REGULAR BAR: 
YOU ENTER ON TOP OF THE COUNTER. 
BAR = CATWALK!

5. 6. H = 3.80 m
THE TRANSPARENT MIDDLE CIRCLE 
PROVIDES A VISUAL CONNECTION 
BETWEEN BASKET AND BAR AND 
ALLOWS NATURAL LIGHT TO PENETRATE 
INTO THE HEART OF THE CAFE.
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BURNHAM PAVILION
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WIND TURBINES IN THE DUTCH LANDSCAPE
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