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PREFACE

f\ln:ﬁdy a hundred years have passed since Peking University's former
incarnation Metropolitan University was estahlished. In these one hundred
years, the two main goals of the University have been to engage professors of
ability and accomplishment and to broadly collect the documentary materials
needed for scholarly research, Research in the liberal arts and social seiences
has always had an important status in Peking University and the collection of
the materials needed for such research -- old Chinese books -- has been the
work into which scholars in past generations have poured their efforts, On the
occasion of the University's hundredth anniversary, looking over the collected
hooks whose numbers have already reached 1,500,000 volumes, my heart is

filled with gratitude for the contributions of the people before me.
| have studied and worked at Peking University for over fifty years. From
the Red Building in Shatan to the present campus in Yanyuan in the Western

Suburbs, no matter whether studying or teaching and daing research 1 had

never been able to separate myself from Peking University Library, because |

could not do without these books, In 1948, | had the Opportunity to participate
with Zhao Wanli and a number of other scholars in the organization and
preparation of the catalogue for the Muxixuan Collection of Li Shengduo, |
came 1o realize the excellence of the Li Family collection. The Li Family
hooks really deserve to be called the most valuable of the special collections
in Peking University Library,

In the recent history of our country, Li Shengduo has an outstanding
reputation as a book collector, but he was also an expert on traditional
bibliography and an expert on old editions. His family collected books for
four generations. In the early years of the Guangxu reign (1875 — 1908 ) of
the Qing dynasty, when Li Shengduo accompanied his father to an official
post in Changsha, he acquired books from the Woxuelu Collection of the famous
collector Yuan Fangying. Yuan was a famous official in the Hanlin Academy
in the Daoguang period (1821 — 1850) of the Qing dynasty. When he served




as the prefect for Songjiang during the period of the Taiping Heavenly Kingdom,
many books from famous collections in the Jiangnan region were scattered and he
found ways to collect them, After Yuan died, his son was not able to maintain the
family fortunes and most of the good books came into the hands of Li Shengduo, In
the middle of the Guangxu period, Li Shengduo went on a diplomatic mission o
Japan. It was right at the period of the Meiji Restoration, when that country did not
value Chinese books. As a result, he was able to purchase books that were very rare
or that had already been lost in China, There were not only printed books from the
Song and later periods, there were also old hooks printed in Japan and Korea,
manuscripts, and moveable type editions. In his luter years, Li Shengduo often visited
the hookstores in Liulichang. At that period, there were a lot of books from private
collections that were scattered into the bookstores, from collections of such families
as the Kong family of Qufu, the Song family of shanggiu. the Yang family of
Liaocheng, and the Sheng family of Yiyuan. Li Shengduo was able to gather the
cream of these books. Li Shengduo was also an expert in textual eriticism and often
personally wrote notes recounting the history of the book, eritical study of the edition’s

origin, and how it compared with other books, and recounted incidents from the

world of hooks. His critical notes and his Muxixuan Cangshu Shulu show influences

from the work of Huang Raopu and Gu Qianli.

The rare books in the Li family collection number more than 6,000 titles, many

of them valuable editions. There are more than 300 woodblock printed books from
the Song and Yuan periods, There are many famous editions that have an important
place in the history of books and in the history of engraving woadblocks. Forexample,
Zhouli Zhushue, engraved in the Shaoxi period (1190—1194) of the Song dynasty by
the Tea and Salt Supervisorate of the Liangzhe Eastern Circuit, is the earliest edition
in which annotation and commentary are combined with the original text. Shangsiu
is the earliest edition of the orally transmitted Shangshu (weikongzhuan). Shiji Jijie
is the third of the Song period editions originally housed in the Sijingsishizhizhai of
the Yang family's Haiyuange. Such books as Liji Zhengyi, Datanglivdian, Tongdian,
Shuoyuan, Taipingvdan, Cefuyuangut, Ouyangwenzhonggong Ji were all formerly
held in the Qing dynasty Cabinet Library, The Li family books included almost all
of the remaining Daoist scriptures from the Song, Yuan, and Ming dynasties, from

those stored in Fuzhou's Dongchan Temple in the Northern Song on.



In addition, there were many scientific works. There were also a good number
of autographs, manuscripts, and books with critical notes by famous people.

The scientific works were mostly from the medical. mathematical, and

divination sections of the philosophy category. Among the more than 500 medical
texts, almost 200 were rare books, and more than 70 were unique editions, or very
rare works. Such works as the Song period woodblock edition of Yishuo, the Yuan
period woodblock edition of Yongleigianfung, the Ming period woodblock editions
of Yijing Subuifi and Quxian Zhouhowjing, and Japanese manuscript copies ol such
works as Taipingshenghuifang, Yangshijiacangfang, Weishijiacangfang are all Very
rare. There were more than 100 astronemical and mathematical works, including
books such as Wacaosuanjing, Shushujivi, and the copy of Suanxuevuaniiv appended
to Shushujivi that are excellent material for the study of the history of mathematics.
There were almost 300 divination texts. Titles such as Tianwenguiliaogiao,
Qiankunbianyilu, Tianwenshu, and Huangdi Zhaijing, all Ming period manuscripts,
are very valuable, and the Yuan period blockprimt Chongficozheng Dilixinshu is not
only itself rare, but it is also valuable because many of the geographic and divination

texts from which it drew are no lon BEr extant,
In the Li family collection, manuscripts, dutographs, and texts with critical
notes by famous people number almost 2.000 titles. Aiexuancheng Ji was copied in

the late Ming period by Mag family of (he liguge. Binmasilei Busi was copred in
the Ming dynasty by Ye Yi. Shuzhai Laoxuecongtan was copied in the Ming dynasty
by Liu Tazhong. Zhoushangren Ji was copied in the Ming dynasty by Qian Gu,
Many of the Ming manuscript copies have been considered "only slightly below
Song period works", Many other manuscripls were copied in the Qing period. There
are many famous names among the authors of autographs and critical notes, They
include autographs by Zhu Yizun, Hui Dong, Dai Zhen, Zhu Yun. Weng Fanggang,
Kong Jihan, Jiao Xun, Wang Yun, Ding Yan, Miao Quansun, and works with critical
notes by such people as Qian Qianyi, He Zhuo. Wang Mingsheng, Huang Pilie, Gu
Guanggi, Zhou Xizan, Wu Qian, Chen Zhan, Wu Yifeng, Lao Quan, Li Wentian.
The Li family books truly are a gathering of the cream of old books. gems of all
S0rts.




I 1952, when the old books from Yenching University were merged into the
Peking University Library, it made what was good even better. Yenching University's
hooks contained more than 3,800 rare books, including a number of Song and Yuan
dynasty woodblock printed books. In the early 1950s, when Professor Xiang Da
wiis head of the Library, he not only purchased more than 200 serolls from Dunhuang,
he also continued collecting rare books. His purchase of the missing [irst volume of
the Song period work Gongkuixiansheng Wenji 10 make it a complete set was a
much discussed deed in the world of books. Beyond this. when you add what Peking
University collected in the early years, it all has made Peking University Library a
distinguished national repository of old books,

Fover since the development of engraving and printing, through the periods of
the Tang, Five Dynasties, Song, Yuan, Ming, and Qing, our country's printing
technigues have gone through stages from initial discovery, to development, 10
expansion, and 1o flourishing. From woodblock printing to moveable type printing,
to the development of multicolor block printing, and finally to the use of modern
printing techniques, and from the change of books from the seroll to pages bound in
i volume, Peking University Library's Collection basically reflects the entire historical
process. These books have made an unestimable contribution to research on traditional
culture, to teaching, and to scientific research at Peking LTul'w.",rsit}f. rpuduy thesé
hooks are increasingly valuable, and not & few rare books can be considered rare

international treasures,

'his volume contains samples from 130 works selected from the best books in

the Collection, most from the Li family collection, with an introduction to each, and
it is presented as a gift to celebrate the centennial anniversary of the University. It is
hoped that the publication of this volume will inspire in its readers pride for Chinese
traditional culture and will make a contribution o the continuing deyelopment of

national culture,

Su Bai

lanuary 1998
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A BRIEF HISTORY OF
THE RARE BOOk COLLECTION

The history of the development of Peking University Library's rare book collection parallels the

history of Peking University, When the Metropolitan University, of which Paking University grew out,
was set up in 1898, its Constitution stated:" A library is to be established to collect impartant Chinese
and Western books for scholars to read Inorder to foster and better the vogue of the society." But the
Retarmm Movement of 1898 and the Boxer War forced the Metropolitan University to close and the plan
could not be realized. |t was not until the Metropolitan Univetsity reopened in 1902 that the work was
begun. The Ilbran,f was sel up officially in Octobar when the first group of books assembled from local
govarnment-owned publishing houses all over the country arnved in Beijing.

Thmugh all the efforts of the library staff in the past century, Peking University Library has

become a distinctive collection. The number of rare books has reached more than 170,000 volumes In
aver 16,000 titles and they represent 11 percent of the old books housed in the Library. In thie collsction
of rare books, the Peking WUniversity Library s among the best in the country and is premier among

nstitutlons of higher educalion. Thé kistary af tha aallsation ean ba roughly dvided inio (e [oliowing

four phases:
[ —7) 1802 — 1830

In its initial stage, the Metrapolitan University was situated in Shatan. The Library was In the

back courtyard of the compotind, When the Red Bullding in Hanhua Garden was completed In Oetober
1918, the Library was relocated to its first floor.

In this period, books came from three sources: 1) Requisitions from the local government-

awned publishing houses In Jiangsu, Zhejiang, Guangdong, Jiangxi, Hunan, and Hubai; 2) Purchases
throughout the country. At first, an annual sum of 100,000 taals of siiver was appropriated for book
purchases, but this was later reduced to 30,000 or 50,000 {mels. Although the plan was to purchase
both Chinese and foreign books, for various reasons major emphasis was placed on collecting old
Chinese books; 3) Donations from the government and from private collectars. In 1904, the Foreign
Affairs Ministry of the Qing Dynasty biestowed a set of Gujin Tushujichang, a lithographle reprint
based an a bronze moveable-type edition, and in 1210 donated three sets of Daginghuidian io the
Library. As for private donations, none was larger than a portion of the Fang family's Bilinlangguan
callectian. The original owner of the collection, Fang Gonghui, had served as an officlal in Guangdong.
He had been kean an collecting books all his life and had gathered a collection of as many as 100,000
volumes. After he passed away in 1898, his books were transported to Peking, but some were lost
during the period of the Boxer War, Then the majority of his books were sold to booketores in Liulichang,
The remaining 22,170 volumaes in 1,886 titles were contributed to the Metropolitan Univarsity by his
grandeon Fang Xiangbin. Among these ware rare books produced during the Ming and the early Qing
dynasties. There were also prized books secured in Japan in the esarly Guangxu period (1875 —
1908). These included books previously housed in Saegi Bunko. Fang's books undoubtadly lald the
inundation for the rare book collection of Peking University Library,




Whan Mr. Cal Yuanpel became president of Peking University in 1917, he attached great

importance to the building up of the Library, He ralsed funds for it durlng his visits to Europe and
Amarica. Under his diraction, the Library purchased both current publications and ofd tems in accord
with his vision of being all-embracing’. According to Guell Baifingdaxue Tushuguan Shanben Shumu,
compiled by Zhang Yunliang in the early thirlies, the Library's rare books at that period totaled 10,2587
vilumes in 713 lithes,

(=) 1831 — 1952

As tha structure of the Red Bullding was not sultable for library activities, in 1931 the University

purchased the Song Mansion to the north of the Red Building for 74,000 yuan, and moved the Library
temporarily to its front hall until a new library building was completed In August 1935.

Thls was a peniod of decisive development of the rare book collection. For several years prior

to the War with Japan, the Library had an appropriation of more than 200,000 yuan annually. Half of
the acquisitions were old books, and not a few of them were rara books. In 1837, when Morth China
was ocoupied by Japan, the Library couldn't be meved to the South along with the University, Mr. Hu
Shi, Dean of the School of Arts, had the school moved to Jiujiang , Jlangxi province an the Sth of
September. He wrote in an assumed name to professors such as Zheng Tianting and Luo Changpal

whu were staying in Belling, His letter stated: * My pnly hope s that you fratarnal colleagues will
andure humiliation in order to preserve the musty old books, * The libraty staff who remained fully
carried out their responsibility, They not only protectad all the books but also registared the books that
had not been catalogued before the war.

'n this period, the-expansion of the rare book collection depanded malnly on private donations.

The largest donation came in 1939 whien the Library received the collection of L Shengduao (studio
narma: Muxixuan ) of Dehua Li's books numberad 59,691 volumes In 9,308 titles. Mora than half of
the books, 32,367 valumes in 5,005 titles were rare books. Amang these, as many as 3,000 tilles warg
valuable and very rare. His collection included 301 Seng and Yuan Dynasty woodblock editions,
1,421 Ming Dynasty woodblock and bronze and wood moveable-type editions, 1,444 manuscripts,
164 autographs, a number of works with proofreadings and critical notes by famous scholars, and old
books printed in Korea and Japan, It covered all the subject EaleguHEs In Classics, Histary, Philoso-
phy, and Belles fettres . Li's collection, large in quantity, high in quality, and extensive, is an essential
part of the rare book holdings of the Library. Its addition to the Collection has made the Univarsity an
important national institution in the country for the preserving of rare books . In 1937, even belare the
acquisition of the LI family callection, the Library had already purchased books held by & collector of
old novels and dramas, Professor Ma Lian. These also are a distinguished part of the Collection, His
books contained 928 titles in 5,386 valumes, Among the 188 rare books, most were valuable and very

rare-aditions of novels and dramas,
(=) 1852 — 1957
Tha rare book collection continued to grow during this short perlod of tima when Professar

Xiang Da was head of the Library.

Durlng the nationwide raadjustment of colleges and universities in 1952, the Library was maved

together with Peking University to Yanyuan (the campus of formar Yenching University), Yenching
University Library's 400,000 volumes of old baoks, including 39,158 volumes In 3,897 titles of rare



books, were merged into Peking University Library and greatly augmented the Library's rare book
collection, The Yenching University Library, founded in 1919, had given first priority to Westem books
in its @arly years, Later, using an annual budgel of US$10,000 pravided by the Harvard-Yenching
Institute for the purchase of old books, the Library purchased 20,000 to 30,000 volumes & year and
gradually established Yenching Unjversity Library's distinction as a holder of colfectanaa and local
gazettears. After 1937, Yenching University Library made extensive purchases of rare books and
obtained some well-known warks such as Song woodblock editions of Gonghuixansheng Wenjfi and
Yongzhal Jinsilu Yarzhu. Two of the * threa treasures of Yenching University Libirary were also acquired
in this phase: the Hongzhi period (1488—1505) woodblock edition of Xixiangfi acquired in 1850, and
a manuscript copy of Zhivanzhal Siping Shifou)i, acquired in 1851, The third "treasure”, a manuscript
copy of Lupexianzong had bean acquired belore 1952,

Profeseor ¥iang Da was a famous histarian. During his tenure, he acquirad a greal many rare
items lor the Library, Almost all the genealogles, land title deeds, and fish-scale registers in the Collection
were purchased by him. More importantly, he purchased nearly 200 serolls from Dunhuang (Buddhist
sutras, ordination diplomas for Buddhist monks, ete.) which are significant materials for the research
of Dunhuang. He also acquired Gaochangxian Gaochangiun Zibu, printed during the Chengping penod
{443-460) of the Narthern Liang dynasty, the oldest itam In the Librany's collection,

i.pu) 1958 — present

Thare was little development of the Librany's rare book colleetion from 1958 to the end of the

Cultural Revelution, One important acquisition was the purchase in 1963 of the first fascicle of the
Song woodblock edition of Gongkuixlansheng Wenjl that was missing when Yenching University
bought the work after the War with Japan. During the Gultural Revalution, Professar Kiang Da passed
away. To fulfill his wishes, his family presented his old books to the Library in tha mid-seventies.
Books that had critical notes In his hand were specially housed in the rare book stacks,

Aflﬂr the Cultural Revolution, occasional acquisitions ware made to increase the rare book

collection. For example, the Lixingshi {Li Fengban) Wanglaishuzha purchased in 1992, is indispensable
for the research of Sino-Germany relations. One of the largest acquisitions was the purchase in 1993,
achiaved with financial help from friends in Hong Kong and Japan, of nearly 1,000 late Ging and early
Republican land title deeds, about 100 fish-scale registers fram Anhui , and almost 100 genealogies.

l| has been the efforts of members of the library staff to overcome difficulties in collecting and

praserving old books over the past century that has built this inftemationally known rare book collection.
Although the collection is quite large, still there are items that should be added, Many good opportunities
to supplement the collection have been missed because of financial difficulties. Also, due to the
shortage of funds, not all of the old books collected after the readjustment ot colleges and universities

in 1952 have been catalogued,

Hara books are sur material wealth and also our spintual wealth. In the University's study and

research of traditional culture, they have been exceplionally wselul. In'our fulure wark, we conaidar
cooperation among libraries and sharing of resources as most important. And at the meantime, we
also continue to pul emphasis on supplementing the Cellection, We will carry on and develop the spint
of the generations before us to collect, 1o preserve, and lo care for books.

Peking University Library
May 1988




