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Synopsis of On Philoso phy of Science of Historicism

This book comprehensively and systematically expounds the philos-
ophy of science of historicism, which is one of the prevalent contempo-
rary philosophies in the west. The theories reviewed and discussed in the
book include S. E. Toulmin’s theory of ideals of natural order, N. R.
Hanson’s theory of observations-are-loaded-with-the-theories, T. S.
Kuhn’s theory of paradigms, I. Lakatos’s methodology of scjentific re-
search programmes, P. K. Feyerabend’s anarchistic theory of knowl-
edge, D. Shapere’s theory of reason and the search for knowledge,and
L. L. Laudan’s theory of neo-pragmatism. An intensive analysis is given
to the origin, development and future of the philosophy of science of
historicism. Some original views are presented by the authors on most of

the important theoretic issues.
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