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Preface

Hobbes, a 17th century English philosopher,
once said, without an effective government that could
keep order, individual lives in a society would be iso-
lated, poor, humble, cruel and short-lived. He
brought to light the necessity and importance of the
existence of a good government. Indeed, since the
creation of states, government has become one of the
center of human social activities and has influenced,
directly or indirectly, all aspects of social life. Nowa-
days, government and market are the two greatest
forces that could influence human social lives; so
some scholars are of the opinion that besides other fac-
tors, the difference between states lies in different
degree government replaces market or market replaces
government.

As to the role played by government in the deve-
lopment of economy and society, there has been,
from ancient time to this day, polemics both in

theory and practice. But the only thing that can be



Preface 7

ascertained is: the role of government in creating and
raising the primacy of a state is irreplaceable. More
and more evidences have indicated the interaction of
government and market 1s determinant in the raising
of competitive force of a state, but an effective go-
vernment is crucial to a healthy and effective market.
In the process of raising the competitive force of a
state, a government plays the various roles of protec-
tor of law and order, enactor of developing strategy
of a state, creator of competitive environment,
provider of public social services, controller of social
problems and initiator and promoter of social reforma-
tion. In short, a capable and effective government is
indispensable both to the development of economy and
to the sustainable development of the whole society.
To under-developed states or states in the period of
transformation, the function of government tends to
be especially important. So, the whole world is re-
considering the issues of government and its reforma-
tion and development. The establishment of an ad-
ministrative system of government that is compatible
to the ever changing epoch so as to make the govern-

ment a more capable and effective force promoting de-
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velopment has become a common challenge to all go-
vernments. The process of governance is not only the
extension of its power of decision-making and the ex-
hibition of its capability, what is more important, it
is a process of interaction between government and so-
ciety and government and citizens. It is in this pro-
cess that the function and goals of government are re-
alized on the one hand, and the society and its citi-
zens could form their attitudes, feelings and evalua-
tion towards the government, that is , their images
of the government on the other hand. When the be-
haviors of a government coincide with the expecta-
tions of the public and government institutions really
correspond to the demands of citizens and satisfy the
" reasonable demands of the society, the government,
doubtless, enjoys a good image.

A good image is great resource and intangible
wealth of a government and is also an important pre-
requisite to the effective realization of the roles of a
government. Just as cash is the hard currency in an
economic market, a good government image is the
hard currency in a political market. Good government

image is an important source of legality and authority
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of a government, a basis of common political under-
standing and political stability, a crucial factor in pro-
moting its policies, an indispensable supporting force
to the development of economy, it also promotes the
social moral level and spiritual civilization of a society.
On the other hand, a government without a good
image will inevitably lose its credibility and support in
international and domestic society.

The Chinese Communist Party and the Chinese
government have always attached much importance to
the building of their images. In the course of revolu-
tion, the Chinese Communist Party, combining the
universal truth of Marxism with the reality of China,
found the Peoples’ Republic of China and exhibited,
in the course, the good image of seeking truth from
facts, being bold in exploitation and aggressiveness,
not fearing violence and maintaining national indepen-
dence and dignity, serving the interest and will of the
people, not seeking private interests, and struggling
hard and doing pioneering works. As said by comrade
Deng Xiaoping, it is the Chinese Communist Party
and the Peoples’ Republic of China that have changed
the image of old China. Since the reformation and



