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ABSTRACT 1

ABSTRACT

The modem legal system of journalism is one of the results of the
capitalist civilization in the West. But, in China, 1t was evolved in the
last stage of the feudal society that was being reduced to a semi-colony.
Therefore, the modern legal system of journalism in China was the super-
structure that was built on the basis of the semi- colonial, semi-feudal
society .

In the ancient time, China had a well-developed news message com-
munication activities. But the ancient rulers in all the dynasties gave close
attentions to and exercised a strict control over 1t with the legal form.
With the development of the activities, the legal system of the control over
the news message communication activities, such as “Control over the
Speech”, “Control over the Publication” and Control over the ancient
newspaper , was established. As the historical ongins of the modern
legal system of journalism, it not only fetters the development of the an-
cient news message communication activities, but also interferes with the

development of the modem journalism.
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In 1900s, the modem joumalism was introduced into China, result-
ing 1 the conflict between the backward feudal system and advanced mod-
em journalism. With the development of this conflict, the voice of estab-
lishing modern legal system of journalism was raised, and was more and
more powerful. During the period of the Reformation Movement, the con-
struction of the modem legal system of journalism was put into practice for
the first time. But all the efforts was suddenly lost in a coup detat by the
Empress dowager. After 1906, “Press Law of Qing Dynasty and other
laws and regulations relate to the press was issued for enforcement, mark-
mng the establishment of the modem legal system of journalism in China.

After the founding of the Republic of China, Nanjing Provisional
Government, led by Dr. Sun Yat-sen, established the legal system of the
free press. Three months later, Yuan Shikai succeeded Sun Yat-sen as
the Provisional President. The newly-established legal system of the free
press was twisted by Yuan Shikai and his successors. In 1927, Kuoming-
tang( KMT) set up the National Government of the Republic of China in
Nanjing. KMT ruling clique used the theory of National Reconstruction by
Sun Yat-sen as a pretext, and established the fundamental principle of
“the Management of the State Affairs by KMT” . According to 1it, the
policy of the control over journalism by KMT was carried out, a great deal
of laws and regulations relate to journalism, including Publication Law,
were issued for enforcement, and a legal system of the control over jour-
nalism was established. During the ruling period of Nanjing's National
Government, Northeast China, North China, Central China and South
China was once occupied by Japan. Puppet governmenis supported by
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Japan set up the a legal system of the colonial control over journalism in

these areas.
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