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ABSTRACT

Modernization has been a central theme of Chinese history since
the mid-nineteenth century. Though the content and structure are
somewhat different today from those of past years, the difficulties
and dilemmas of Chinese modernization are the same, exploration of
this issue is, therefore, of immediate theoretical and practical
significance.

Western political civilization is a mirror of modern Chinese
social reforms, Western politics has helped to shape modern Chinese
political structure and in return precipitated the disintegration of
traditional Chinese political order. This thesis attempts to trace the
correlation between western politics and modern Chinese political
transformations in the social milieu of modern Chinese political
transformations.

In addition to the introduction, the thesis consists of five
chapters. The first chapter deals with the eastward migration of
western politics in terms of the driving forces, impediments and
courses of Chinese political reforms from a historical perspective; the
second chapter focuses on the relationship between the targets of
modern Chinese political reforms and the four principles underlying
the western political system; Chapter three examines radicalism and

conservatism as two major themes that are inter-twined and run
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through Chinese political transformations in various manifestations;
Chapter four is concerned predominantly with the discussion of
modern Chinese political transformations in terms of political legality
and political values; Chapter five is a philosophical approach to
political transformations as seen in modern philosophical debates. At

the end of the thesis some closing remarks are offered.
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