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QUESTION: Mr. Secretary, before you leave for China, you accept media
int erviews saying you are very proud of the US-China relationship because
it is based on the mutual respect of each other's needs. After you met
with President Hu early this morning, do you still feel this proud sense?
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SECRETARY POWELL: Oh, absolutely. | think we have seen such
an improvement in the relationship over the last four years. We have
resolved some of the areas of disagreement on trade and economic
activities. We are working so closely together on regional problems,
For example, we are working so closely to try to solve the problem of
North Korean nuclear weapons. All of our ministers in the United States

meet on such a frequent basis with Chinese ministers. Our two

R presidents, President Hu and President Bush, have a very close
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relationship, and so | thiﬁk that this is a real successful, how we have
gone from a confrontation in the early April 2001, when our planes
collided, to the point now where we are cooperating in so many areas.
BEHALERERASEK. FUNAFTE, XTARFERK
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This doesn't mean that there are no disagreements. There are
disagreements. We have a disagreement with respect to human rights
behavior. But what we decided to do today, for example, is not to
ignore that disagreement, but to once again begin the process of resum-
ing a dialogue so we can understand each other's positions better. This
is what two mature countries do when they want to be friends and they
want to be partners, and that is what we are doing with China.
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QUESTION: So this morning when you talked to Mr. Hu, did you
talk about the U.S. weapons sales to Téiwan and what was his response?
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SECRETARY POWELL: Well, they would prefer that wernot sell
weapons to Taiwan, and they made that clear to me, as they have in
the past. And our response is that they should not view this as any lack
of interest on our part in our One China Policy. In fact, our One China
Policy is sound. It has benefited all the parties for so many years. It rests
solidly on the Three Communiqués that undergird the One China Policy.
But at the same time, we have an obligation under our law to make sure
that Taiwan has the means to defend itself, self-defense, not attacking
anybody, but self-defense. And in order to meet that obligation we have
under our law, from time to time arms sales are appropriate to Taiwan.

EMYFEFEABERFEFEAAALEENS, B
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We encourage the Chinese side to be very careful about the de-

ployments that they make across the Straits, which might raise the

-+ concern in Taiwan, thereby generating a requirement for more weap-
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ons sales. So both sides should show restraint, not take any unilateral ;-

actions, look for ways of improving dialogue across the Straits and
move forward toward that day when we will see a peaceful unification .
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QUESTION: Recently, one statement from Taiwan make Chinese
nervous.[inaudible]...say, if China attack us, attack Shanghai, the Shang-
hai and Taiwan you need a medium range missile. And the Chinese
think this is a hint that the US is going to provide the technology to
develop medium range missiles. Is that the case?
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SECRETARY POWELL: No. The only technology we are providing

to Taiwan, if they choose to buy it, is technology that will allow for

~ their self-defense. We don't want them to have an offensive capability.
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We also think that this kind of rhetoric is unfortunate; it just raises
tensions. And it all relates to the feelings in some parts, or of some in
Taiwan, that they should move toward independence. But we have
made it very clear to all parties, to the authorities in Taiwan and to the
authorities in Beijing, that the United States does not support indepen-
dence for Taiwan. It would be inconsistent with our One China Policy.
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QUESTION: Recently the Chinese a touch bit nervous. Taiwan
keep on saying that " we don't need to declare independence because
we are already independent count r y with sovereignty because there
are already some twenty-six countries that reco gnize us, so many
countries." What does this mean to you?
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SECRETARY POWELL: Well, they can make these sorts of state- o

ments but our policy is clear. There is only one China. Taiwan is not
independent. It does not enjoy sovereignty as a nation, and that re-
mains our policy, our firm policy. And it is a policy that has allowed
Taiwan to develop a very vibrant democratic system, a market eco-
normic system and provided great benefits to the people of Taiwan. And
that is why we think it is a policy that should be respected and should
remain in force and will remain in force, on the American side, it is our
policy that clearly rests on Three Communiqués. To repeat it one more
time: we do not support an independence movement in Taiwan.
. XAW, KTEE "—AFE" WHREEEARE
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QUESTION: So you consider this insistence on a kind of ambigu-

ity on the One China Policy or what you want to make more clear?
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