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COUNCIL DIRECTIVE 80 778 EEC

— ZHMEM
COUNCIL DIRECTIVE EEC
Relating to the Quali ty of Water Intended for Human Conaunption
of  July

THE COUNCIL OF THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITIES

Having regard to the Treaty establishing the European Economic Community and in
particular Articles and thereof

Having regard to the proposal from the Commission

Having regard to the opinion of the European Parliament

Having regard to the opinion of the Economic and Social Committee

Whereas in view of the importance for public health of water for human consumption
it is necessary to lay down quality standards with which such water must comply

Whereas a disparity between provisions already applicable or in the process of being
drawn up in the various Member States relating to the quality of water for human consump
tion may create differences in the conditions of competition and as a result directly affect
the operation of the common market whereas laws in this sphere should therefore be approx
imated as provided for in Article of the Treaty

Whereas this approximation of laws should be accompanied by Community action de
signed to achieve by more extensive rules concerning water for human consumption one of
the aims of the Community with regard to the improvement of living conditions the harmo
nious development of economic activities throughout the Community and a continuous and
balanced expansion whereas certain specific provisions to this effect should therefore be laid
down whereas Article of the Treaty should be invoked as the necessary powers have not
been provided for by the Treaty

Whereas the and programmes of action of the European Communities on the
environment provide for both the setting of standards to apply to toxic chemical substances
and to bacteria presenting a health hazard which are present in water intended for human
consumption and the definition of physical chemical and biological parameters corresponding
to the different uses of water and in particular to water for human consumption

‘Whereas special rules are envisaged for natural mineral waters whereas furthermore
it is necessary to exclude from the scope of this Directive medicinal waters and certain waters
used in the food industry where such use does not constitute a hazard to public health

Whereas by Directive EEC the Council has already laid down standards for
surface water intended for the abstraction of drinking water

Whereas the values fixed for certain parameters must be equal to or lower than a maxi
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Whereas 1n the case of softened water intended for human consumption the values fixed
for certain parameters must be equal to or greater than a required minimum concentration

Whereas it is desirable that the Member States should take the values adopted as a
“ guide level”

Whereas since the preparation of water for human consumption may involve the use of
certain substances rules should be drawn up to govern the use thereof in order to avoid possi
ble harmful effects on public health due to excessive quantities of such substances

Whereas the Member States should be authorized to make provision under certain con
ditions for derogations from this Directive in particular to take account of certain special
situations

Whereas 1n order to check the values of concentrations for the different parameters it
is necessary to provide that Member States take the steps required to ensure regular monitor
ing of the quality of water intended for human consumption

Whereas the reference methods of analysis defined in the Annexes to this Directive must
be speedily adapted to scientific and technical progress whereas in order to facilitate appli
cation of the measures required for this purpose provision should be made for a procedure es
tablishing close cooperation between the Member States and the Commission within a com

mittee responsible for the adaptation to scientific and technical progress

HAS ADOPTED THIS DIRECTIVE

Article
This Directive concerns standards for water intended for human consumption
Article
For the purposes of this Directive water intended for human consumption shall mean all
water used for that purpose either in its original state or after treatment regardless of ori
gin
whether supplied for consumption or
whether used in a food production undertaking for the manufacture processing
preservation or marketing of products or substances intended for human consumption and
affecting the wholesomeness of the foodstuff in its finished form
Article
With regard to water referred to in the second indent of Article =~ Member States shall
apply the values for the toxic and microbiological parameters listed in Tables D and E respec
tively of Annex  and the values for the other parameters which the competent national au
thorities consider are likely to affect the wholesomeness of the foodstuff in its finished form
Article
This Directive shall not apply to

a natural mineral waters recognized or defined as such by the competent national au
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thorities



