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SUMMARY

Here is an interpretation for the political philosophy of
Ancient Greece.

1 want to point out that “the polis” for Ancient Greek
people was to establish a true community, which came from
the common belief toward the same “Arche”. The image of
the “Arche” reveals itself in “lLogos” as “word”, which
means the enlightenment bestowed from gods. By way of
mythological, as well as archaeological and philosophical re-
search, I want to emphasize the notion of “Chora” as the
signification of a human soctety. “Chora” means the aware-
ness and sincerity evoked in human heart to the gods and the
“Arche”. It is a Greek word for“Space” to be different from
the declination contained in the notion of “time”. I regard
“the polis” as characteristic of ‘being human that it 1s the
manifestation of the “Chora”, whose order is derived from
gods. It onginates from the gathering of people around the
fire to communicate with their gods in a forest life and its

typical mode is the institution of Greek city —states.
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LOGOS AND CHORA

Myths are the stories concerning about gods. When
they were explained in the rhythmic style, it was the mean-
ing of “the Arche” to the whole nation that was expressed
and delivered. So I think, the real establishment of city —
states should be attributed to those poets, who gave the
possibility of the real association through their wandering
and singing to spread the mythical tales and to elucidate the
common beliefs among the ordinary people. I prefer to call
them “Sages .

The “Chora” is open and to be participated. According
to 1t, the organization of the city —states is democratic. It is
also aristocratic, for it is the virtue of piety that is mortally
characteristic of Aristocracy and the superpower only be-
longs to the gods. Although the demos later got the rights,
they also established the city —states according to the aristo-
cratic style.

The attitude was to be changed. Instead of sincere and
mtimate relationship with the gods, people began to use the
rites for their own private interests. While the poem was
used as means to get some extrinsic ends, the original func-
tion of it to approach the “Arche” was taken over by prosaic
words, especially in philosophic dialectic discourses. Ety-
mologically, “theory” means “Sight”, which is in the sight
of the “Arche”. Basically speaking, both poetry and philos-

ophy originated from the sincere attitude toward the
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SUMMARY

“Arche” and the true philosophers as “Sages”, are descen-
dants of the poets in the earlier era.

Among Pre—Socrates philosophers, some of them were
remote from the life of city—states, for they found that the
only possibility to reveal the “Chora” was in Nature, while
the original city — states had been decayed. This attitude
was against that of Sophists’. Not only the latter were en-
gaged in the use of rhetoric for the own private benefits, but
the result of it 1s the separation between means and ends.
While the original integrity contained in the pious attitude to
the gods are destroyed, the “Chora” submerged in the decli-
nation of the “time .

Socrates is the “father” of the Western political philos-
ophy. For him , “Knowledge 1s virtue”, which implies that
knowledge ts ethic and whose principle is the harmony of
word and deed. “Virtue (Arete) means fitness”, for the or-
der embodied in the “Chora” is derived from gods: that is
the measure for all the beings . For Plato, the “Chora” is a
living character of his republic, whose real purpose 1s for
the emergence of the true philosopher as what Socrates has
done. Though it 1s not operable for him in the city—state at
that time, he established the “Academy” as a true human
community according to the idea that is just descendent from
Socrates . Aristotle synthesized the various sorts of the the-

ories, but the sincere concern to gods and the “Arche” was
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LOGOS AND CHORA

transmitted to that of the knowledge itself. Thus he gave up
the harmony of word and deed, which means the end of the

Greek political philosophy.



