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Foreword

No matter whatever the comments are, whether commendatory or
derogatory, courts and theilr activities have been a topic constantly
talked about at the moment i1n the country , and the media has gone
even further! All these have clearly iIndicated the fact that 1t IS Increas-
ingly realized that courts are the final iInstitutions to which people can
resort for the determination of social justice and failrness and courts do
render a fundamental mechanism whereby social disputes can be settled
and people®s rights can be safeguarded. People, however, have been In
an ambivalent position as far as the courts are concerned, owing to the
deficiency 1n the guiding principles with regard to structuring the
courts and the corruption phenomenon observed iIn the judicial activi-
ties. People do honor the mmpartiality of the judiciary and 1ts positive
functions played 1In certain aspects on the one hand and they do have
strong sentiments against the non-independence of the judiciary In
practice and the miscarriage of justice.

Many publications focussing on the judicilary system have appeared
up to now. To avold repeated researches on the same subjects and to
display more renovation concepts, we have attempted to express our
ideas In the way as 1f we were composing a thesis about the modern
framework of the judicrary and the trends iIn the revolutionary changes
of the Chinese courts from the traditional pattern to the modern pat-

tern.We do not strive to write a book discussing all the 1ssues In this



field, however, most of the i1ssues relevant to the changes or reforms In
the Chinese judiciary system have been duly dealt with. As these Issues
involve the contents and knowledges iIn juriprudence , political sciences
and sociology, we do have encountered difficulties In the writing of this
book because we are speciralized In procedure law. Utmost efforts we
have tried can hardly exclude errors which are to be corrected by read-
ers.

Reform 1n the Chinese judicrary system 1s under way and the i1deas
or predictions as presented In this book still need to be tested by the re-
al practice. In this sense researches regarding the judicrary system shall
be open and endless. The vigorous reform calls for more profound and
more scientific research works on judiciary system. We will make fur-
ther efforts to stick to such research and will try to publish better
works 1n the future.

We would like to take this occasion to extend our sincere and gen-
uine gratitude to Ford Foundation whose support 1s Indispensable for
the writing and publication of this book. Meanwhile we should also
thank Mr. Jrang Hao from the Law Press China because his assistance

has made possible the completion and publication of this book.

ZUuUo Weirmin

Zhou Changjun
August, 2000
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