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Preface

Homiaology Study is not only old but a new subject. At
present, the academic circles has some divergent opinions on
it and traditional China thought relating to homiaology. Some
problems about the definition, ohject, range, theoretical val-
ue and realistic significance of it are all under research and
discussion. No matter how many divergent opinions there are
in the present academic circles, at least we all definitely rec-
ognize that in the treasure —~ house of traditional China
thoughts, Tacism, Legalism, Confucianism and Mencianism,
contain deep thoughts about humanism. This is the precious
historical culture heritage for us and thus we should do our
best to study, inherit and develop it. Recently, the research
on homiaology is in the ascendant in our academic circles.
Several nationwide seminars were held and many middle -
aged or young scholars devoted to study of homiaology. Many
valuable and significant academic thesises and monographs
were published. We can conclude that all these achievements
are worth congratulating.

Mr. Wangjie specialized in the history of China philoso-
phy during his period of graduate student. Then, he was in-
terested in traditional China humanism and history — phileso-
phy. After graduating, he was assigned to work at a publish-
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ing house. Though being very busy, he still insisted on think-
ing and writing, and published tens of thesises. Two years
ago, he was admitted to make a further study of China philos-
ophy as a doctor candidate at Renmin University of China. In
contrast to the economical waves, his sprit of sitting on a cold
bench is really rare. His new book, Confucian Culture in
the view of humannism , is just an achievement coming from
his diligence and that sprit.

In my opinion, Confucianism is a theory conceming ho-
miaology in essence, namely, “the study on how to become a
sage from inside and an emperor from outside” (also be called
the study of “ruling others and cultivating himsel{”) . It is
well known that there are a lot of books about early traditional
Confucianism. Mr. Wangjie’ s new book, from a new view-
point — homiaology, systemically and generally narrates germi-
nation, formation and development of Confucianism from
Shang and Zhou dynasty to the late Warring States, and
deeply reveals the Confucianism and cuiture from a new as-
ped. This book takes Confucius ' humanism — “Ren”
(Benevolence) and “Li” (Courtesy) as a cut — in point in
study of the Confucian humanism, expounds that Confucius’
thought is a logic starting point of Confucianism and China
culture, defines the future way to go for China culture. Be-
cause of several great successors, Confucianist humanism

spread widely. It developed along two different paths: one is
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“Ren”, inherited by Mencius who advocated the kindness in
human nature and started the study on how to become saint
from inside at the middle Warring States. The other is “Li”,
inherited by Xunzi who emphasized the badness in human na-
ture and began the research into becoming an emperor from
outside at the late Warring States. Early Confucian humanism
examined the history of logos and belief, heavenly laws and
humane laws. Some of Confucian classics such as Daxue,
Zhongyong, Yizhuan, which emerged at the late Warring
States or between the Qin and Han dynasty, generally ex-
pounded the contents of the Confucian humanism through in-
heriting and expanding Confucius, Mencius and Xunzi® hu-
manism, With other Classics such as Lunyn, Mencius and
Xuncius , they jointly established the basic contents and theory
framework of China Confucian humanism. Daxue briefly con-
cluded Confucian humanism as three guiding principles and
eight items , prepared ideologically and theoretically for the
action of proscribing all non — Confucianism and esteeming
Confucianism as the orthodox ideology which was put forward
by Dong Zhongshu. The “Humane Laws” is the core of
Zhongyong , and “Being Honest” is the first principle of it.
Zhongyong has a positive guiding significance for advocating
humanism. Yizhuan extended “heavenly laws™ into “humane
laws™ and took the former as the noumenon of the latter, it al-

so systematized humanity study and provides ontological foun-
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dation for it. Its influence goes far beyond the range of the
Confucian humanism. Up to this point, the early China Con-
fucianism finishes its development course. Historical develop-
ment is consistent with the logical development.

Although things have changed with time and the Confu-
cianism is in the past, it has exceeded the space — time and
crossed through the heavy historical curtain. It brought us his-
torical edification and consideration. With an original vision,
abundant contents and rigorous logic, this book not only ex-
plains again the Confucian culture from the viewpoint of ho-
miaology, but also overloocks the contemporary homiaology
from the stand of traditional Confucian culture. lis publication
has an important theoretic value as well as direct realistic sig-
nificance for the study of the traditional China philosophy and
the establishment of social spirit civilization. So I want to rec-
ommend it to all the readers.

Mr. Wangjie now is on-the-job Ph. D. candidate under
my direction. He asked me to write the preface for his new
hook. As a tutor, I wrote above words.

Ge Rongjin
Hanxiang studio, Beijing
August 15, 2000
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