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Rebuilding Lu'an Mansions
& Inheriting the Tradition

The site of Lu’an Mansions, located in Fushang Street of
Changzhi municipality, Shanxi province, is authorized by the State
Council as the sixth group of Cultural Relics of National Impor-
tance under the Protection of the State.

Prefecture of Luan has a long history with splendid Chinese
civilization. In Warring States, Han made it to be a provisional
capital. Shangdang Prefecture and Huguan City were respectively
established here during Qin and Han Dynasty. At the beginning of
Sui Dynasty, Luzhou government office was also set here. In Tang
Dynasty, when Li Longji held the post of biejia (an official posi-
tion), he built a small city (1.5 km in circumference), which fea-
tured 280 scenic areas staging all the kinds of tower, terrace and
pavilion. After he was enthroned, he made an inspection tour of
Luzhou for three times and set it up as the prefecture of comman-
der—in—chief. During Song, Jin and Yuan Dynasty, Longde Man-
sions was built here. Luzhou was renamed as Prefecture of Lu’an
during Jiaqing period of Ming Dynasty. The name of Lu’an was

still used through Qing Dynasty. At the beginning of Republic of

004



China, country ( a level of administrative division) remained while
prefecture was left out. So Lu’an Mansions became the seat of
Changzhi bram':h court of Shanxi Province High Court.

Lu’an Mansions has a good value of cultural relic. The third
hall, wing—room, Xihua Hall and family courtyard maintain the
former style as they were. The architectures of War, Rites, Pun-
ishment, Works, Revenue and Civil office (official bureaus) are
partly retained. The groundworks of the second hall, wing—room,
yamun still exist now. Those ancient architectures and sites carry
the vicissitudes of the history.

The calligraphy "mingxingbijiao" on the folding screen in the
principle hall means “Rule by law, enlighten by education”". The
style of script is powerful, firm but gentle, having the artistic style
of liang Qichao’s calligraphy.

Lu’an Mansions is a vast storehouse of historical cultures, such
as the allusions of gingiongmaima, ludengkangjin and wangzuodu-
anbi which originate from Lu’an Mansions. All the allusions have
already written down by literators. As the essence of our national
culture, they are spread until now and become well ~known
abroad.

In modern times, revolutions have taken place frequently in
Lu’an Mansions. Revolutionists, especially the generals of the
Eighth Route Army, often get together here. Therefore, Lu’an
Mansions is endowed with red political power and a new meaning.
On April 28th, 1938, Huang Zhen led People’s Transportation
Section to garrison Lu“an Mansions by order of the Eighth Route
Army’s General Headquarters. In the early December of the same

year, Peng Dehuai (assistant commanding officer of the Eighth
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Route Army) resided in the seat of People’s Transportation Sec-
tion and made a speech for over 3,000 students in Nation Revo-
lution Middle School. In the middle of December, Zhu De (com-
manding officer of the Eighth Route Army) inspected People’s
Transportation Section and gave a talk for the members of dare—
to—die corps on the situation of war. The symposium on gentry
was held in the research room of Nation Revolution Middle
School on the evening of December 13th. So Lu’an Mansions was
regarded as the headquarters of the War of Resistance Against
Japan for a time.

Many government officials in Luzhou have rebuilt Lu'an
Mansions in history. The official hall was repaired by Wanyan
Nanhe (zhaofushi: an official position) and Wen Guifu(zhizhou: an
official position) respectively in the year of 1326 and 1329. Zhang
Zhanfu  (zhizhou) repaired Shengming Hall in 1342. Pan Fu
(zhizhou) repaired the site of the Mansions in 1368. In the year of
1459, Wang Ji (zhizhou)built the back hall and Ji Chang(zhizhou)
rebuilt the court room in 1467. In 1671, Wang Zonglu (zhizhou)
built the sanctum, yamun runners’ room and notice boards near
the gates of western & eastern official halls. Shen Yikui (zhizhou)
repaired the notice boards in 1727. Zhang Binglun (zhizhou) re-
paired the secondary hall and front door. From the first year of
Republic of China, the Lu’an Mansions was prohibited from us-
ing. After the chaos caused by war and purely man —made dam-
ages, few of the buildings in the Mansions were finally maintained.
In the year of 1932, Guo Dexiu (the chief justice of Changzhi
branch court of Shanxi Province High Court) repaired the Man-

sions once again. However, because of the historical reasons, parts
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of the buildings in the Mansions were demolished and components
were scattered. To protect the site of the Mansions, the former
working committee made the Mansions to be "historical and cul-
tural sites under the protection". Therefore, the main buildings are
protected. On November 24th, 2002, the symposium was held in
the auditorium of municipal political consultative conference. The
well-known experts in architectonics, archaeology and social sci-
ence had a discussion about the problem of rebuilding Lu’an Man-
sions for the first time. In the February of 2006, standing commit-
tee of municipal Party committee passed a decision on rebuilding
Lu’an Mansions. In September, ichnography was drafted prelimi-
narily by institutions of architecture & cultural relic in Tsinghua
University.It is an important act to rebuild Lu’an Mansions. It also
shows that the municipal Party committee and government devote
much attention to protecting cultural heritage of excellence and
keeping watch the civilized city, furthermore, passing on traditional
culture as well. It is essential to publish a book on Lu’an Mansions
before the reconstruction project. A Study of Lu’an Mansions
comprises the vicissitudes of history, the textual researches of archi-
tectures in Zhou, Qin, Han and Tang Dynasty, functions and ar-
chitectures of Lu’an Mansions, the introductions of all previous
junshou, taishi, cishi, zhizhou & zhifu (official positions) in the his-
tory, stone tablets and poetical works, the historical facts of the
War of Resistance Against Japan led by the Eighth Route Army
and many rarely —heard legends. This book is bome out by evi-
dence and easy to understand with illustrations. A Study of Luan
Mansions not only provides precious material to learn about Lu’an

Mansions, but exerts a great influence on researches into the cul-
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ture of Lu“an Mansions. It also helps to arouse people’s enthusiasm
for our country and hometown and develop the tourism, at the

same time, improve the culture level.

Cao Liaoyuan

assistant secretary of municipal Party committee of Changzhi
municipality

secretary of discipline inspection committee of Changzhi mu-
nicipality
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