R T

;%
THE | — = /I

L4

.J

»

HL g

Sl o T AT L) g

CLASSICAL

*'

GARDENS /.

JL

= o

OF
SUZHOU

<y
o

@ rw=z=w4r7 | ’ifl‘




L
=

S
=

R

REHER

THE CLASSICAL GARDENS OF SUZHOU, THE WORLD HERITAGE




B3 7ERRER B (CTP) X7

B IR AT E ST S0 I AR e
bifg: bl BB 200000
ISEN7-5426-1327-8

1. Jj.

0.4

U b bk - L - Ml A - R

IV . TU986..625.33-64

v R R A B 15 CTP B 3= 1999) 85 77280 45

IFNERERD

RESTHE HRUF

& EOGRuih BIG REF FRfE KKZ
wem REY MEYE RBET W @8
wi MEE OAME HEE o5
BEARR BE P Ami RN

# xR %

fi B 2%l
FWRE HBr#

E

G R N I

R PN

SOV R T vt

EUR IS A i

[ R

B SR Enghsh: Dong Kiaomung

" % b Mdrk

I & HE B A

i LT b ST 4

(200233) il i i 81

% i oJe X & & s
£z a4 R

il WL e 1Lk B G R AL 2 o

B AR A O ) 2 )

71 o0 2000 1 W R

il e 20029 10 P 3 0B

I A8 1092 178

Bl s

il BO9501-13500

5 o ISBNT-3426- 1327871 - 6

i fr a0t






..l_.-l...ll.l_..ll_
“s A meeee \
S ol e ol i




N A — A LA 2500 AR I R A (e b, kb BT
T Z N, AR R, 11T 514
S, L AR LI MDA T A T I R, LR
A, MU, MR O G, DI R 2l
i, T E AR OIS SR ROP R, B R

FE IR0 B 0T PR B RN SO U, S
P T A g b b R &, SAZE U
Zof, RO, 6RO P B
ES

S5 A BT B ol B A TAT 6 A R B
W B T IO A (4 B R . 16 i
0 I8 ke, SR R i ) SR, Rl SRR A
SR, e A E R SRR AT R

S ot ST b iz P o S A R, b idE A
B 7 B e A 0 K, ARHTIE A, ORI, BURE A
I A ST TR B A . R TR O SRRy "Bkl
B AR B TS TR A IR B AR
TR D R L AT, TR MR A L ACE A
VL MEE B R | (A P S T AR L

SR B R B A A, S R A A
{6, 2R EEARAe Nl TR A, R RERZ S,
A B b R A A R, Bl AR T e £
A AR AR 5 AL TR ST, B A
FT0 AL

19974 12 4 . I o [E FF c i R Al 50 21
S DA S R B LE S ORI
] S W) AR o 2000 BE 0L L il R
FHL 2 Bl BRI T T e

Fla Y




PREFACE

With favorable notural and geographic condiions and a history of moere than 2, 500
years, Suzhou is a historic and cullural city situgted in the Lower Yongtze basin by the
side of Lake Tai. Founded in 514 B. C. Suzhouw has been an imgportant metropolis in the
area south of the lower Yangtze. Ever since the Ming and Qing Dynasties, Suzhou,
noted for its well - known scholars, greal artists, outstanding architects, prominent
playwrights and lferary men, has beheld the prosperity of its industnes and commerce,
becorming the economic and cultural center of China. Under these advantageous <ir
cumstances, the classical gardens of Suzhou came into being. Famous at home and
cbroad, they are poetic, picluresque, numerous, exguisite and rich in lkerary conno
tations, and represent themselves as a briliont gem of Chinese cultural heritoge

The earliest gardens of Suznou, which belunged fo the King of Wu, con be froced
for bock to the 8th century B. €. The Pijiang Garden was recorded as the carliest pri-
vately — owned garden doting from the dih century Easlern Jin Dynasty.  Historicol
recards show that the classicol gordens of Suzhou reached their apoges in o periog of
time fraom the 16th ta the 18th century and more than 200 gordens were built in the city
of Suzhou and its environs. Dozens of them have sunvved 1o the present day ond are
kept in o good sfote of preservahon.

Laid out within o limited orea by the house, a clessical garden of Suzhou i= a
microcasm of the world made of the basic elements of water, rocks, vegeiagtion and
varous kinds of buildings. Like the freehand brushwork in troditianol Chinese pointing,
it is the crection of “urban scenery™ or an amicable environment thal brings man into
harmony with nature. The Chinese ancients held Mather Mature in reverence ane had o
desire 1o relurn 1o her arms. Today, we can discover these cullural mentatities by ob
serving the landscapes, waterscopes, vegelation and inscriptions of the exisling gar-
dens.

The classical gardens of Suzhau, beorng unambiguous ewdence of the evolution
of Chinese gardens, are excellent examples of Chinese landscope gardening and im
portant models for gorden theoretical researches. "Chinese gandens are the mother of
gardens on earth and Suzhou gordens ore the brilliant representatives ot Chinese gar
dens. ” Viewed in brood perspectives. people are becoming aware of the volue of
these treasures handed down from the past generations fo the present with protective
measures and great care.

Cn Dec. 4, 1997, the 21st sesson of the UNESCO World Heritage Commiltee was
unanimous in support of the decision af inscribing on the World Heritage Lst the clas
sical gardens of Suzhou with the Humble Administrator’ s Gorden, the Lingering Gar
den, the Master - of - Nets Gorden and the Mountain Villa with Embracing Beaury as
the finest specimens. In Now. 2000, the Canglang Paviton. the Lion Forest Garden 1he
Garden of Cultivation. the Couple’s Garden Retreat the Retreat & Reflection Garden
were inscribed on the World Heritage List by UNECO, making a supplement 1o the
Classical Gardens of Suzhou.

Chineseby: Xu Wentao
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