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Introductioh

Having done research for in excess of 10 years into the
language qualifications’ needs of English Majors at higher
vocational level, and having taught Spoken English and Business
English Interpretation at this level myself during all this time, I
have come to realize that the teaching of English at higher
vocational level should primarily aim at training the students’
practical language skills, especially as regards verbal
communication. This book, therefore, proposes to serve this
. purpose by organising itself around the core skills of verbal
communication and everyday language use, and by focusing on
the communicative functions of language. During the editing
process, special attention was given to including colloquial and
standard expressions, so as to give a broad reflection of how
English is used in people’s daily life and work, as well as in their
moral education.

A Practical Course of Spoken English is intended for college
students at different levels. It is made up of three parts
containing 44 study units with one main topic heading in each.
The content of each unit comprises a series of skill development
features organized into seven or eight parts. Typically, a unit
begins with Warm-up Exercises, which encourage learners to
open their mouths and produce their English even at the
beginning of class. This part is designed to brush up on what has
been learned previously and requires the teacher to organize at
least five minutes’ practice before moving onto the second part,

Model Dialogue. Dialogue is a pair-work activity and students
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can role-play and change roles, practicing it several times until
they are well versed in it. Meanwhile, the teacher should pay
attention to the students’ pronunciation and correct errors.
Further Practice includes a second dialogue, followed by some
questions for the students to produce answers to. Following the
dialogues is a list of Useful Expressions, which requires students
to memorize. These are followed by Tongue Twisters, intended
to polish the students’ pronunciation. The teacher is not
expected to offer much in the way of explaining their meaning.
What comes next is a series of exercises. Retelling centers on
some jokes or storiés, simply expressed and easy to understand,
and students are required to be able to retell or recite after
learning. Situational Practice requires the students to talk for
five to 10 minutes to create their own dialogues and write them
down in their notebooks before presenting the results to the
class. The teacher may find it necessary to help by correcting
and improving the dialogues. The Qral Translation part is made
up of 200 typical sentences, each of which contains a certain
structure. The students must understand the structures and
create more sentences in the same vein. Guided Dialogue helps
motivate students to create their sentences to match the context
of the dialogue. Famous Saying is designed for the students’
appreciation and will provide them with resources for keeping
their diaries. Appendix One will provide the teacher with some
good topics for discussion in class, and the teacher can make
selections to match the need of the students.

My sincerest thanks to Piet Verhagen from Ireland, Jonie
Alejon and Bonnie Flores from the Philippines, Jason W. Clark

from the States, and Colin Bissessar from Canada, who
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unselfishly offered ample amount of their time to assist me in
revising this book into a more meaningful tool for the students

and to give them a more meaningful Spoken English learning

experience.

The author: Mark Chen
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Pronunciation

The importance of a good pronunciation

Man is a speaking animal and a social animal par excellence.
Spoken language or speech, which are unique to humans, is the
instrument of society, the most important and most convenient
means of communicating thoughts or coordinating activities. But
the medium of language is sound. In order to understand other
people’s speech and to make oneself readily and correctly
understood, one must be able to pronounce the speech sounds
and sentences in that language intelligibly. When we learn to
speak and understand the English language we must learn, first
of all, how to produce the sounds of that language and how to
decode those sounds and sound combinations accurately. A good
pronunciation of the English language will thus help you to

understand messages and to convey your thoughts quickly,

correctly and effectively.

Pronounce the symbols and understand the spelling rules.
Then produce the sound of the words given.
Part One Vowels

1 [i:]

e—be, these, evening, complete

ee—see, tree, been, need, cheese, wheel

ea—sea, leaf, reason, east, meat, read

ie—piece, field, belief, yield

ei, ey—seize, receive, key
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i—machine, police, magazine, routine
2 [i]
1—it, sit, fifth, with, rich
y—city, pity, rhythm, symbol
e—pretty, except, English
a—village, private
3 [e]
e—egg, send, set, went
ea—head, breath, dead
a—any, many, says, friend
4[] _
a—mat, sat, hand, lamp, rash
5 [a]
u—up, sun, dull, mum
o—son, come, among, month
ou—country, enough, young, southern
oo—blood, flood
6 [a:]
ar—are, car, march, charm
al—calm, palm, half
a—after, staff, task, pass
ear—heart, hearth
er—clerk, sergeant
au—aunt, laugh, draught
7 [5]
o—on, dock, dog, gone
a—was, what, watch, quality
ou, ow—cough, trough, knowledge

au—because, sausage, Australia



_Pronunciation - K -

8 [o:]
or—horse, cord, born, sword
aw-—saw, jaw, law, yawn
ou, au—ought, bought, daughter, fault
a—all, talk, salt, war
ore, oor, oar, our—before, more, door, oar, court, four
9 [u]
u—put, full, sugar, bull
o—wolf, woman, bosom
oo—good, cook, foot, brook
ou—could, should, would
10 [u:]
00—t00, food, moon, spoon
o—do, who, move, lose
ou—you, group, soup, wound (z.)
u—June, rude, Susan
ew, ue, ui, oe—chew, blue, juice, shoe
11 [a:]
er, ear,—serve, earth, heard
ir, yr—bird, first, girl
ur—turn, church, nurse, suburb
or—word, world, worse, work
our—journey, courtesy
12 (5]
i—possible, horrible
e—gentlemen, pavement
a—woman, about, breakfast
o—oblige, method, Europe

u—suppose, column
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ar—particular, forward
er—{ather, better, manner
or—doctor, effort
oar—cupboard
ou—{famous, spacious
our—colour, neighbour
ure—figure, nature, literature
re—centre, metre, litre
13 [eil
a—face, lady, male, waste
ai, ay—rain, aim, waist, pay
ei, ey—eight, veil, weigh, survey
ea—great, break, steak
14 [ai]
1s y—time, bite, climb, dry
igh, eigh—high, light, might, height
ie, ye—die, lie, pie, dye
ei, ai—either, aisle
15 [oi}
oi—oil, voice, boil, point
oy—boy, employ
16 [au]
0—so0, old, both, folk
oa—road, soap, oak, toast
oe—toe
ou, ow—soul, though, shoulder, blow
17 [au]
ou, ow—sound, cow, town, allow

18 [ia]
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ear, eer—ear, dear, tear, deer
eir, ier—weird, fierce
ea, eu—idea, museum
19 [ea]
are-—care, rare, share
air—fair, pair, chairman
ear—bear, pear, wear
20 [ua] '
00r—poor, moor
ure—pure, cure, sure, endure
ur—during, curious, security
our—tour, gourd
Part Two Consonants
1 [p]
p—peace, lips, please, happy
2 [b]
b—beat, lab, best, cab
3 [t]
t—tea, light, tip, tape
4 [d]
d—Ilead, dine, decide, sad
5 [k]
k, ck—king, kind,back, tackle
c—cart, come, classic, academe
cc—accord, account, accuse
ch—character, stomach, chemist
gu—conquer, liquor
6 [g]

g—leg, agree, ago, give



