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Rocking-horse Winner
By D. H. Lawrence

There was a woman who was beautiful, who started
with all the advantages®, yet she had no luck. She married
for love, and the love turned to dust. She had bonny®
children, yet she felt they had been thrust® upon her, and
she could not love them. They looked at her coldly®, as if
they were finding fault® with her. And hurriedly® she felt
she must cover up some fault in herself. Yet what it was
that she must cover up she never knew. Nevertheless?,
when her children were present, she always felt the centre
of her heart go hard. This troubled her, and in her
manner she was all the more gentle and anxious for her
children, as if she loved them very much. Only she herself
knew that at the centre of her heart was a hard little place
that could not feel love, no, not for anybody. Everybody
else said of her:  “She is such a good mother. She adores®
her children.” Only she herself, and her children
themselves, knew it was not so. They read it in each
other’s eyes.

There were a boy and two little girls. They lived in a
pleasant house, with a garden, and they had discreet ®
servants, and felt themselves superior® to anyone in the

neighbourhood®.
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New Words
(Dadvantage [ad'vantid3 | n. {£

I8
@bonny [ boni | adj. fEHEH)
@thrust [Brast] v. #
@coldly [ 'kauldli ] adv. ¥ RHY
Gfault [ f:lt] n. BA
@hurriedly [ *haridli] adv. {2
i3]
(Dnevertheless [ nevadarles] adv.
AR, At
®adore [2do: ] v. EHHEE
Oudiscreet [dis krizt] adj. FITiHL
i3]

@superior [ sjurpiaria] adj. R

@neighbourhood [ *neibahud ] n.
E
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Although they lived in style @, they felt always an
anxiety in the house. There was never enough money.
The mother had a'small income, and the father had a
small income, but not nearly enough for the social

" position which they had to keep up. The father went into
town to some office. But though he had good prospects®,
these prospects never materialised. There was always the
grinding® sense of the shortage® of money, though the
style was always kept up.;

At last the mother said: “I will see if I can’t make
something,” But she did not know where to begin. She
racked her brains, and tried this thing and the other, but
could not find anything successful. The failure made deep
lines come into her face. Her children were growing up,
they would have to go to school. There must be more
money, there must be more money. The father, who was
‘always very handsome and expensive® in his tastes, seemed
as if he never would be able to do anything worth doing.
And the mother, who had a great belief in herself, did not
succeed any better, and her tastes were just as expensive.

And so the house came to be haunted ® by the
unspoken phrase®: There must be more money! There
must be more money! The children could hear it all the
time though nobody said it aloud. They heard it at
Christmas, when the expensive and splendid® toys filled
the nursery®. Behind the shining modern rocking-horse,
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New Words

@style [ stail] n. 46T

Qiprospect [ ‘prospekt ] n B R
@grinding[-graindinl it AL
@shonage [ [oidz ] ks>
®expensive [ik'spensiv ] adj

]
@haunt [ho:nt] vk
(Dphrase [ freiz] n. 5538
@%plendid [ “splendid ] adi HBEHY
@nursery [ ‘nasari] n JLEE
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behind the smart doll’s house, a voice would start
whisperingV: “There must be more money! There must
be more money!” And the children would stop playing, to
listen for a moment. They would look into each other’s
eyes, to see if they had all heard. And each one saw in the
eyes of the other two that they too had heard. “There must
be more money! There must be more money! ”

It came whispering from the springs of the still-
swaying? rocking-horse®, and even the horse, bending his
wooden, champing head, heard it. The big doll®, sitting

® could hear it

so pink and smirking® in her new pram
quite plainly, and seemed to be smirking all the more self-
consciously because of it. The foolish puppy?, too, that
took the place of the teddy-bear®, he was looking so
extraordinarily® foolish for no other reason but that he
heard the secret whisper all over the house: “There must
be more money! ”

Yet nobody ever said it. aloud. The whisper was
everywhere, and therefore no one spoke it. Just as no one
ever says: ““We are breathing! ” in spite of the fact that
breath is coming and going all the time.

“Mother,” said the boy Paul one day, “why don’t we
keep a car of our own? Why do we always use uncle’s, or
else a taxi?”

“Because we’re the poor members of the family,” said

the mother.

,® Learn Fnglish By Reading Original Works



BAL A

rAS

HEMADEE, EIRERATR/D
BiEE, —MHEERIHKEE: P
HEEEHR! LAHEBHR! "H
FRE TR ABHE, @07 #. 1
EMR, BERERALT . 51
AMGIA R BR R HRE AT R & o
“UIHEEHRI LR EZHR!”

BB HUE S R K D BB %
RAEES  REXLD, EHEKREE
BESKET AT . REFEFROH
g XmBMEE. TU—H M
XA E, MEMPERLTME
mEEMBEE. BRITABKET
FRAABRERTIHBBLR
Bi, X W HRE , ERENEWRT
BLE X T R RGE B
EE 21

RTIRA R A AL E KR
H3k . B TR B ER , A BR AL
Ttk BnFER— BN B
AL RAITERFR"—H ]

i " —X, BERRF UL, “RAN
Ht2BE—WRTFHCHE? It
2BRBRN BB E? 7

“HARMAXKERFTN. "&
iR

77
JER

New Words

(Dwhisper [ *hwispa ] v. iR
@sway [swei] v. BI8
@rocking-horse [ ‘rakigrhots] o

x5
@doll [dol] n. TR
Bsmirk [sma:k]) v. BE
@pram [prem ) n. FREE
@puppy [ papi] n. /INE
@teddy-bear [ ‘tedi'bes] n. FLR
.

o

dinarfly [ ik-strordanarili ]
adv. FHB
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“But why are we, Mother?”

“Well—I suppose,” she said slowly and bitterly®, “it’s
because your father has no luck.”

The boy was silent for some time.

“Is luck money, Mother?” he asked, rather timidly®.

“No, Paul. Not quite. It’s what causes you to have
money.”

“Oh! ” said Paul vaguely®. “[ thought when Uncle
Oscar said filthy® lucker, it meant money.”

“Filthy lucker does mean money,” said the mother.
“But it’s lucre®, not luck.”

“Oh! ” said the boy. “Thenwhat is luck, Mother?”

“It’s what causes you to have money. If you’re lucky,
you have money. That’s why it’s bettersto be born lucky
than rich. If you’re rich, you may lose your money. But if
you're lucky, you will always get more money.”

“Oh!" Will you? And is father not lucky?”

“Very unlucky, I should say,” she said bitterly.

The boy watched her with unsure® eyes.

“Why?” he asked.

“I don’t know. Nobody ever knows why one person
is lucky and another unlucky.”

“Don’t they? Nobody at all? Does nobody know?”

“Perhaps God. But He never tells.”

“He ought to, then. And aren’t you lucky either,
Mother?”
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@vaguely|[ veigliladw FHIEIM
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Rlucre [luzka ] n. ikt
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MR - BERK @T



Y @lipps icke ’
K\ Make g mick Rocking-horse Winner

TN

“I can’t be, if I married an unlucky husband.”

“But by yourself, aren’t you?”

“I used to think I was, before I married. Now I think I
am very unlucky indeed®.”

“Why?”

“Well—never mind! Perhaps I'm not really,” she
said.

The child looked at her to see if she meant it. But he
saw, by the lines of her mouth, that she was only trying to
hide something from him. .

“Well, anyhow,” he said stoutly ®, “I'm a lucky
person.”

“Why?” said his mother, with a sudden laugh.

He stared at her. He didn’t even know why he had
said it.

“God told me,” he asserted®, brazening® it out.

“I hope He did, dear! ” she said, again with a laugh,
but rather bitter.

“He did, Mother! ”

“Excellent®! ” said the mother, using one of her
husband’s exclamations®.

The boy saw she did not believe him; or rather, that
she paid no attention to his assertion. This angered him
somewhere, and made him want to compel © her

attention.
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New Words

(Dindeed [in'dizd] adv. FfE

@stoutly ['stautli} adv. i

Dassert [9's9:t] v. HH#

@brazen [*breizon) v. B 1% K
HBHHT

Bexcelient | ‘eksalont] adj HIHIH

®exclamation { ieksklo'meifon)
n. BOUE

@eompel [kam-pel ] v. #, WE
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