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Mao Xiaoyu, PhD, is professor at the Arts Academy of China, Beijing.
During 1996-1997, he studied at the University of Pune as a visiting
scholar of the China-India Bilateral Culture Exchange. After he re-
turned to China, he published three illustrated books India Sculpture
and Indian Mural Paintings, The Art of India and a photo album The
Architecture in India. He was invited to visit India again by the Gov-
ernment of India. As a Chinese photographer, he took many pictures
to show modern Indian life from New Delhi to Mumbai for a photo
exhibition titled India Through Chinese Eyes being held in Beijing,
Guangzhou, Hong Kong and Chengdu.
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Li Yiyi, Photographer & Senior Editor,

Head of Department of Photography and Tour, Jiangxi Fine Arts Pub-
lishing House.

Member of China Photographers'Association of Folkways.

Sponsor and Publisher of India Sculpture, Indian Mural Paintings, The
Art of India and The Architecture in India.

Being invited by the National Press Centre of Egypt to take photos in

Egypt in 1998.




MESSAGE

| am delighted that Prof. Mao Xiaoyu and Mr. Li Yiyi, two Chinese friends of India, have brought together their
photographs in this volume called 'India Through Chinese Eyes'. Theirs is indeed a fresh look at an ancient
country which is undergoing a rapid transformation while trying to preserve the best from its own past.

As an Indian, it is always interesting to discover how others see what to us is familiar. My first reaction upon
seeing an exhibition of some of the photographs in this book was homesickness for India. | suppose that
shows that Mao and Li have been successful in evoking India, and in conveying multifaceted images of a
complex and beautiful land and its people. The photographs in this book are tribute aiso to their high profes-
sional skill and the artistic eye with which Mao and Li have gone about their task.

Over the last few months some of these photographs have travelled around China, giving our Chinese
friends a glimpse of India, and contributing to popular understanding between these two great civilizations. it
is my hope that this book will also tempt many more of our Chinese friends to visit India and to see more of
India for themselves.

VS
(S*Menon)

Ambassador of India to China
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