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Listen to the following passage. Altogether the passage will be read to you
Sfour times. During the first reading, which will be read at normal speed , listen
and try to understand the meaning. For the second and third readings, the
passage will be read sentence by sentence, or phrase by phrase, with intervals of
15 seconds. The last reading will be read at normal speed again and during this
time you should check your work. You will then be given 2 minutes to check
through your work once more.

Please write the whole passage on ANSWER SHEET ONE.

Test 1

Valentine’s Day

There are varying opinions as to the origin of Valentine’s Day. Some
experts state that it originated from St. Valentine, a Roman who was martyred
for refusing to give up Christianity. He died on February 14, 269 A.D., the
same day that had been devoted to love lotteries. Legend also says that St.
Valentine left a farewell note for the jailer’s daughter, who had become his
friend, and signed it “From Your Valentine”. Other aspects of the story say that
Saint Valentine served as a priest at the temple during the reign of Emperor
Claudius. Claudius then had Valentine jailed for defying him. In 496 A.D. Pope

« 2.



Gelasius set aside February 14 to honour St. Valentine. Gradually, February 14
became the date for exchanging love messages and St. Valentine became the
patron saint of lovers. The date was marked by sending poems and simple gifts,

such as flowers. There was often a social gathering or a ball. -

Test 2

What Is money?

At first sight the answer to this question seems obvious; the man or woman
in the street would agree on coins and banknotes, but would they accept them
from any country? What about cheques? They would probably be less willing to
accept them than their own country’s coins and notes but bank money. What
about credit cards and gold? The gold standard belongs to history but even today
many rich people in different parts of the world would rather keep some of their '
wealth in the form of gold than in official currencies. The attractiveness of gold,
from an aesthetic point of view, and its resistance to corrosion are two of the
properties which led to its use for monetary transactions for thousands of years.
In complete contrast, a form of money, electronic money, seems set to gain
rapidly in popularity. All sorts of things have been used as money at different
times in different places.

Test 3

The End of Child Labor

International Labor Organization report, titled The End of Child Labor,
Within Reach, states that between 2000 and 2004 the number of child workers
worldwide fell from 246 million to 218 million. “Though the fight against child
labor remains a daunting challenge, we are on the right track. We can end its
worst forms in a decade, while not losing sight of the ultimate goal of ending all
child tabor,” Several reasons are offered for the decline, including increased
political will, awareness, poverty reduction and mass education. “In this 21st
century, no child should be brutalized by exploitation or be placed in hazardous
work,” the report said. “No child should be denied access to education. No child
should have to slave for his or her survival. Let’s keep up the momentum. Let’s
resolve to keep investing in the struggle for the right of all children to their

childhood. ”



Test 4
Oppeortunities to Come

This shift in how we organize our computing power brings with it new
challenges. Managing a diverse ecosystem of connected servers, PCs, and mobile
devices is a vastly different task than managing the relatively static and
disconnected networks of the past, and software tools are evolving in turn to
enable systems that increasingly manage themselves. The threats of viruses have
sparked a new wave of innovation that’s helping to make the computing
ecosystem more secure. Each new advance in computing creates similar
challenges, but the potential benefits far outweigh the effort it takes to solve
them. As processing power, network bandwidth, storage capacity, and
advanced software continue to evolve at rates that meet or beat challenges, there
will be even more opportunities to empower workers and transform their
productivity. In fact, I believe that computing will change our lives more in the

next 10 years than it has in the past twenty-five years.

Test 5§
Gates and Microsoft

Born on Oct. 28, 1955, Bill Gates grew up in Seattle with his two sisters.
Gates attended public elementary school and the private Lakeside School. There,
he discovered his interest in software and began programming computers at age
13. In 1973, Gates entered Harvard University. While at Harvard, Gates
developed a version of the programming language BASIC for the first
microcomputer. In his junior year, Gates left Harvard to devote his energies to
Microsoft, a company he had begun in 1975 with his childhood friend Paul
Allen. Guided by a belief that the computer would be a valuable tool on every
office desktop and in every home, they began developing software for personal
computers. Gates’ foresight and his vision for personal computing have been
central to the success of Microsoft and the software industry. Under Gates’
leadership, Microsoft’s mission has been to continually advance and improve
software technology, and to make it easier, more cost-effective and more

enjoyable for people to use computers.

Test 6
Power of Music

o 4 .



The influence of music on society can be clearly seen from modern history.
Music helped Thomas Jefferson write the Declaration of Independence. When he
could not figure out the right wording for a certain part, he would play his violin
to help him. The music helped him get the words from his brain onto the paper.
A little known fact about Einstein is that when he was young he did extremely
poor in school, his grade school teachers told his parents to take him out of
school because he was “too stupid to learn”. The school suggested that his
parents get Albert an easy, manual labor job as soon as they could. Instead of
following the school’s advice, Albert’s parents bought him a violin. Albert
became good at the violin. Einstein himself says that the reason he was so smart

is because he played the violin.

Test 7
Stop Eating When You’re Full

Lots of people eat when they’re bored, lonely, or stressed, or keep eating
long after they’re full out of habit. Try to pay attention as you eat and stop
when you’re full. Slowing down can help because it takes about 20 minutes for
your brain to recognize how much is in your stomach. Sometimes taking a break
before going for seconds can keep you from eating another serving. Avoid eating
when you feel upset or bored—try to find something else to do instead (a walk
around the block or a trip to the gym are good alternatives). Many people find
it’s helpful to keep a diary of what they eat and when. Reviewing the diary later
can help them identify the emotions they have when they overeat or whether
they have unhealthy habits. A registered dietitian can give you pointers on how

to do this.

Test 8
Camel Milk—the dairy product of the future

Camel milk is viewed as the dairy product of the future. The FAO (Food
and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations) is confident that the
demand problems existing today will be overcome through investments in the
sector. Demand from Sahara to Mongolia is booming and the 5. 4 million tons
produced annually is not enough. FAO estimates there are some 200 million
potential customers in the Arab world and millions more in Africa, Europe and
the Americas. Camel milk is saltier than cow milk but also three times richer in

5



Vitamin C. It is also known to be rich in iron, and B vitamins. The main
challenge to increase production is the fact that the producers involved are
nomads. And the fact that camels are stubborn! But a booming market is to be
up by demand. And experts predict that it is a promising industry in the near
future.

Test 9

China Market

China is a rapidly rising global economic power. Overall growth has
averaged a robust 7% to 8% for more than a decade, with some markets
expanding much more rapidly. China’s auto market exploded in 2003 with
passenger car sales jumping 82% year-over-year. Yet China’s auto industry is
still in early stages with strong growth projected for years ahead. China is the
world’s largest telecommunications market with some 280 million mobile
subscribers and 270 million wireline subscribers. New wireline subscribers are
being connected at close to two million per month while mobile subscribers are
growing at four million per month, overall at 14% growth rate. Chinese
household appliance manufacturers are experiencing growth in excess of 35% per
year. The demand for China’s household electric appliances, both domestic and
for export, pushed production levels overall for many small and major appliance

product categories up 40 to 50 percent or more in 2003.
Test 10

Tomorrow’s Cars Today

How’d you like a car with night vision? How about the built-in global
positioning system? Have you ever thought of one that has a cruise control that
will automatically match speeds with the car in front of you, and slow down
when the car in front does? Or perhaps you’ve got environmental concerns, and
would like a car with a radiator that helps reduce ozone pollution by eating its
own smog. Maybe vehicles that run on fuels other than gasoline are more your
speed, and you’re interested in electric cars, or hydrogen cars. The North
American International Auto Show took place in Detroit this past week, and car
manufacturers took the opportunity to show off their newest, biggest, and best.
What new technologies might someday be coming to a driveway near you? Tune

in to this hour of Science Friday to find out.
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clerk/receptionist B 5 /B 5% B}

doctor tutor 1§+ 4 FIF

deputy general manager Bl {2
financial controller ®f & F £

fireman ¥ BH BA &

fund manager M % £ #

general manager/president .4 3
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hardware engineer i+ # YL {4 TR JH
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legal adviser ¥ 1 B [9]

librarian FHEH R

maintenance engineer 4% T & Jifi
market analyst T 3% #F R

manager for public relations /&2
market development manager T K L2 H
marketing manager T4 B L H
marketing staff TGS E R

mechanic #1161

office boy ¥« T
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plumber KT A

porter TZEMIE T

production engineer 7= T2 Jf
programmer H i 2 A i 11 i
psychologist > B2 H
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secretary # 15
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software engineer 1+ B HLEK 4 TREIH
supervisor 5% 5

systems engineer 74t L& i
telecommunication executive B (B {5) A
tourist guide S {if

typist FTFE R

waiter R4 R

word-processor operator 3 F AL FHHR{E R

3. €Wl

In this section you will hear several conversations. Listen to the conversations

carefully and then answer the questions that follow.

Test 1
1. Tim probably is a
A. university student B. a manager
C. a management trainee D. supervisor
2. Miss Early runs Department.
A. the Dealing B. the Shipping
C. the Accounting D. Mailing
3. Mr. Johnson will tell Tim buying and selling sort of things in detail because
he is a .
A. buyer B. dealer

C. Shipping Department Manager D. Dealing Department Manager
pegd feg et i teor fel let s Pl bt ol Pt Tt Pt Po )

Jack often travels Europe, as he is

A. a journalist B. a tour guide

C. a traveler D. a novelist

. Mary works for a

A. dental clinic B. travel agency

C. kindergarten D. music school
. Tom, Mary’s husband, must be a

A. novelist B. collector

C. lucky devil D. surgeon
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