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“Sturdy As a Pine’

'1'

A green jeep sped like a stampeding horse' over
the wide Silingol steppe?. Next to the driver,
Regiment Commander Batur kept mopping the
moisture off the wind-shield, his bristly brows
raised, eyves sparkling®. The son of a herdsmant,
he was now in his forties’. To him, this wintry
grassland was familiar but half forgottens.
Through the window of the bouncing car he saw
the snow-covered steppe stretching to the distant

horizon like a giant white carpet’.
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Suddenly the jeep s_kidded to a stop® beside a
frozen lake. Hsiao Li, the young driver, jumped
out with a canvas bucket, and walked straight to
the lake. Batur got out too. Standing in the

- snow?®, he unbuttoned his overcoat and took a deep

breath of the fresh air. _
A moment later, the driver walked back de-
jected with an empty bucket!?
“No water?” the commander asked dubiously.
“Frozen so hard I couldn’t break itl,” The
worried driver rubbed his stiff hands.

“How far is the August First Army Farm from
here?”
“More than fifty kilometres.”

The commander frowned. “The jeep won't
go that far without water,” he thought.

Suddenly they heard the sound of galloping
horses .in the distance. Batur raised his head and

8. FET. 9. MR b, RRAESREIE FRIE FordhiErs
B EFHIE . 10. HEHPLHFRTH, dejected Bt E55A, 1FRIE,
FREB(ANEEEMI A, with an empty bucker £AEIE, fEH
RiRiE, (1. (HEDHEBERALY, RELERHF, XM FHMEEET The
lake was, 7£ hard SH#&E T#E4 that, XRMIBHEEEHABE, o ..
that ... FR T A" BEEL .
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saw a rider on a big iron-grey stalhon drwing a

" came nearer, Batur saw an old man about sixty',
,w'earing a pdir of felt boots, a- fur cap, a broad belt
‘tied over a sheep-skin- coat and carrying a lasso-
pole tightly in his right hand!*, Tall and robust,
he looked dignified and militang's. When he was
- some fifty yards away from the lake's, he drew
rem*". took eut an ox-horn from his belt and began
to. blom As the sound rang out'® the herd of
wﬂdly_ga__li_aping horses came to a quick halt*®,

" “Bravo!” Batur exclaimed,

'Thq:' old man rode up-to the jeep and said,
“Hey, comradés, are you standing here just to

12. EXSHABENRE, IPRENVEESHE a rider BEEERE.
13. K#9+F. AR about sixty years old R about sixty years of age
PR, 14, wg“‘mﬂﬁﬁﬁ KM —THUEE, FHEELRE R
BB, HFREELH, KBRS HANMAES TGS, RERELET,
. R ded over a sheep-skin Bi¥343 4G5, YEEIE f&H5 belt, 15, fiu %
R, AN, EFRERE, 16. BHHEI TSRS, some &
ERAERR, £ X% B, 0 some two or three times R\ =. =),
BId away fE%iE, ffty yards fERARIE, from the lake AR, B
HE#EH away, 17, $METOE. 18. ()8~ MW, ring out
' e (A ) BRI 4" #., 19, MHEET. come to a hali fE k"2,
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enjoy the scenery in this cold weather®?” He had
_a strong Kiangsi accent?, : _

| __ “Old comrade,” said Batur, pqinting ta. the
.steaming radiator®, “it’s dry, so we want....”

- “You want water!” The old herﬂc_:l_Sman got off
- his hoi'se and came face_ to face with Batur. Batur
: .was startled®.  There was something familiar abouf
the old man’s face?d. He was sure he had seen him
somewhere before. While trying to recollect, he .
scrutinized the old man carefully®>: brown face

covei'e_,d with deep wrinkles, tufts of grey hair
" outside the tucked-up fur cap®. With keen eyes
the old herdsman returned the _regiment com

~ mander’s 100k??,

T20. W, BEMT. XLAXSNE, RNEEXILBRRED? XE hey Bliin
HMAERBAIE, to enjoy the scenery fEEMKIE. just ERXHERRIBES
M. 21, WEBEHITHOF, 22. BEERSKE, XRAE
67, SRKEE MERE FORTTAS R, BHEES sid, 23, BmT—H: R
B :: Rl 128 24, ZIPFEA (BIF) HAER. XE something Z—HI1RA
i, i something MR =ANEBHEGA. 25. fh—ARAKER,
—fFEERIT R EA EA, tying to recollect REESWEIF, fERER
:: ﬁ_‘ﬂﬁl'ﬁiﬁﬁ_scmﬁniud. EXED, WEALEFERN SESHEE
DHARRROSERN EE, E5RZA, #ETH “while” ® “when”
HEE. | 2. REAMNRL, 2#H(LE)ERSEE, HSaRREEN
HEWTRTH¥E. brown face covered with deep wrinkles 1 tults of grey
hair outside the tucked-up fur cap (“&id+ JHAEIE" BT &EH) FHBE
_ﬁ')\ﬁﬁ'ﬂ-ﬁ;ﬂﬁ. be covered with ... BAH“HME--", 27. EHA
A—RERreaERE koom, X8 with &% “#% HEE.
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“No, impossible.” Batur smiled to himself
and shook his head. |

The old man wiped the frost off his eyebrows
and whiskers with the back of his powerful hand.
“Come on, young fellow.” He waved to the
driver who was standing dazed by one side?®, took

_ over the bucket 'and strode toward the lake. -

Gazing at the back of the old man walking

- away with big steady strides?®, Batur stood in the

snow, lost in thought®. In the distance, several

young colts were chasing each other® on the ice-

¢overed lake.

“Regiment commander, this old man is a real
expert®?, With one blow of his lasso-pole he broke
a big hole in the ice.” The driver’s clear ringing
voice woke Batur from his thought33. He turned
his head and saw the old man and Hsiao Li walking
back with a bucketful of water. A smile on his
28, E—hEI. $E5 dazed, RIRE, FORMEME. MRIEE by one

side, {EMEAIRIE, BHFINIRE)A was standing,  20. BRBFMM, X
HELOEANRE, ZRIESFES, ERE BIHFIEDHR stood, FR

© REEEREhE. 30. BATHE. RRIELE4GREER AERBRLE 28,

31, EAGEE. HSHRIT cach other BEER. 32 XEARRINES
L ER 33. FAVIRIEMER RS REE T EETEMNEE. woke (wake &)
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ﬁgce, he ran to take over the bucket. After helping
dhe driver lift the bucket to the radiator, he turned
0 ask, “Is your home ow the grassland, oId

Qomradef“?"
“Sure,” the old man answered proudly. ‘Here
1 am and- this is my home.”

Batur wanted to ask more questions, but was
",:"'S“tOpped by a great commotion among the horses at
“the lake.

__ “Damn it3!” The old man waved his lasso-
 pole and ran toward the lake, Batur and Hsiao Li
_behind him. ‘A young colt had fallen into the hole
‘the old man had broken3s. Its head raised, it was
" neighing and struggling in the water. Swiftly
.. the old man ran to the rescue’’.

“It’s dangerous there, grandpa!” the driver

M. BFANFAERIAR LS, $B3BERE. ERE, SHEREER
1m2" helping the driver lift the bucket to the radiator B & REE,
#E4TiA after E*JE'}%, lift the bucket to the radiator BEAFREREE,
B EEEREZS4. BEESDA help FHE, ##EZ: to, EHRFTRM 10,
fEZHiF help, make, see, hear HFHMFHRER—RMEE 10, old
comrade RIFH:E, RINEA. 35. (HEAE) e XHR “RKEF1",
PR RE. 36, —PEADW BB ARRBFOBNKEEE. the
old man had broken MﬁmT FFMT that 3 which MEIEN4L,

37. B&E ﬂ.




shouted.

The old man paid no attention but bent down
to pull the young beast out of the water with all
his strength3s., Batur and Hsiao Li ran to help.
When they finally got the colt out?, their clothes
were wet from splashes of icy water®. Eyeing
the colt trembling with cold*' and the scattering
herd, the old man took off his sheep-skin coat and
put it over the colt and then said decisively, “Com- '
rades, please take this colt to a yurt over that way42.
I'll go to round up the horses®3.” He jumped on his
horse and turned to ride away.

Batur ran to stop him. *“Old comrade,” he

- said, “you’re so wet, yow'll catch colds.”

“It doesn’t matter,” the old man said cheerful-
ly. “Ridirg will make me perspire*s.” His horse
38, EARREEREASSNNSRZ AERHAK, XB paid no attention
(FEM)S but EHR, ARER"RE". 39. got the colt out(=got
the colt out of the hole) My B NSIHEHIKETE" . 40. ¥UKKEE
T. ZBMA from £ "ER AT R ERER, 4. BENIEER
BERE. eve trhiAny, BNy HHE". MA with EXEHEER, "BF
B, FolRnERERERE. ~42. B3R, over that way(=on the other
side of that road) RSMFIEIE, (ETE, B yurt, 43, O #RE
3. round up: #ik. 44, HERSETREA. you'll catch cold BH
FEBRE TH &N that, catch cold: H5R; BE. 45. BHERERSH

oy, riding (B3 REHEBRAMEEE, FREEMBETH. &u%ﬁ%ﬁ:ﬁ?:ﬁ
 to ride, HEBFE, EFRTAELKTH.
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, broke into a canter®. Batur wanted to say some-
thing, but the old man had already 'gone a long
way off. Bending to pick up*’ the dripping colt,
he _cai‘ried-it to the jeep. The sound of the ox-
horn came from behind him. . He knew the old
herdsman was rounding up his horses.

46. MM DRERBWT L, break into- ST 2K, 47, K. pick up
PR RE . RIE. :
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Following the direction pointed out by the
old herdsman!, the jeep climbed a slope and soon
reached a yurt. After hapding the colt over to

~ the local ‘people, Batur continued his way to the

army farm. _

~ As the jeep ran along on the snow-covered
grasslaﬂd, Batur sat with his eyes shut as if he
had fallen asleep?, his mind in a turmoil, busy
with recollections’. The old man’s face flashed |

‘back before his eyest, The look of the old man’s

eyes, that strong Kiangsi accent and soldier-like
stride all reminded him of someones. ‘“Yes, it
must be him$” He said to himself excitedly.
But what about that scar on hfs forehead and how

1 BBERABARNE. 2. SUEMSERELARS PELEE

L, FRNR, GRFATEZ B, XH along ZEE, X AW KHEE.
his eyes shut (I &H) tEHi7 with ﬂﬁﬁig., as if =as though (%fp, #F

), EMKER, BESIE—FRKEND, NDRREEDE - SRR

ER, 3. BEWER, WREELZA, ina tumoil: ATRE 2,
busy with recollections RIFAIEE, fERERIE, BN ML

‘ . 4, EANTEEMRILI, fash back : [JE, BH, 5,

WERKA. remind one of someone or something £ “fFHAERAZRE
B ., fn, The monument reminds us of the heroic deeds of the
martyrs, (XBLIMERITVENLHAEEE) 6. o BITERM
BE it REE-FHIEAE, BRARRGNER, XELBEHHETH

, REWA, BEHRTAHS. mus B5 HTRAOEEEHEN,
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t ;expiam the lasso- pole in h;s hands and the px»
.hc‘imT? Hq was dubious again, : _
"'r; The driver was puzzied when he saw the cemg'

manders umisual manncr m the rearview mlrror."

Commander what were ycm saymgs'f'” he asked :

“It's a long story’ Batur rephcd R
"‘What about? Tell me.” _ R

‘The: commander fumbled in his pocket for c-;
cigamtte. struck a match, lit it and mha{ed deeply“'
’I-‘hrough the mirror the driver saw the commandpr :

" knitting his eyebrows and falling into reveriet!, -

Tt happened more than twenty years ago,”

Batur began in a low voice, his eyes fixed on the ~

vast grassland, his mind full of past memones.-

“I was born on the grassla.ngl and spent my ch:ld-. R
'hdnod here too When I was about ten, my father 3

5 Wﬂﬂﬁﬂ%ﬁﬂﬁﬁiﬁﬁ@*}ﬁﬂﬁﬂ#&? BN RED RS 35
B®r XE what sbout+ ZM(RRA, $HLAE—19H, m, Shanghai
is an important industrial city. What about Tientsin? What about geing -

to the People’s Park this Sunday? how to cxplain the lasso-pole in his.

hands and thr ox-horn? BshARER4G BRI — RN H50.
WREREN, REABSTF-IRENG. 8. "Hk, SEHRMGLHEY”

HE: SHR were saying (GiL#BTE), FTRAFHOE. 9. IRE
CEFET Ifsa Jong story=1It's a long story to tell, 10, \WOKNEHN ~
. MkAE, EWEFE, fumble in one’s pocket for (something): -
CERRERRCEE, (1. FERRKEA. fal ino: FACKHRE),
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; m the wft arm?? in a battle during the Long March

and ‘mopfhier died in a battle fighting the enemy.

_'-_ n t-h'é.--Party sent me to school at Yenan, the

_revolutionary base.

“In 1946, I joined the army and was assigned

foftjv tall and frobust, with a dark brown face and
rmging voice!% 1 was told he was once wounded

" ‘but ke eleiched his teeth!4, raised his sword to

* charge the enemy and killed several Kuomintang
xéoldiers ‘in succession’s. |

- “In the spring of 1947, when the Chlang Kai-
shck gang made their last-ditch struggle!s and

B Lauuc_hed a mad attack on tke Shensi-Kansu-Ningsia

Border Region!’, our people’s army withdrew
from Yenan so as to better destroy the enemy's.

12, AEBRWRMER MRS A, HREX, BEELL, HEWE, tall
and robust XFMEFARERGNISA man Bl BRAR.  13. &
BRs., BEDER BEOE-TH R, FEBAEATIRES R
—3B5r. EZ{GMRMEENR in, Bk &M stomach, head, arm, leg
SHEEAERA the. M. BEFX. 15, #EH. 16, B
T, 17. AP FARKBSHPEMNS#E, 18, BT EMMIEREA,
20 as to: WALE: B, ' )
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“@s-a guard in a regiment. The regiment com-
“mander ‘was Comrade Yang Sung-tao, a man of
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On the day '-wé left Yé.mmw, Commander Yang -
stood on the barik of the Yenho River and affec-
tionately looked at the river and Pagoda Hill rising.
above it. ‘A corrcspond'cn’t ivés staying’ with thé_:

reglment and Commander Yang asked ‘him, ‘Com-'-

rade, do you have a camera with you?

(13 ‘Yes v

R

*‘Good. Take a photo for us?.’

“‘A photo? the corrcépondent looked at.

the commander. .

“‘That’s right’ Commander Yang pulled me
‘next to him, waved his arms and said to the cor-
respondent, ‘Please, get the Yenan hills, rivers an.'d
the pagoda in the picture?'.” The correspondent
-understood his feeling and did as he was asked?:.

“A year later, our regiment went to fight on

the north China battlefield and then joined the

Huai-Hai Campaign to wipe out the Kuomintang

- 19, ERNEHERWIER, BB we left Yenan JE % T X ARH when
%37 that (EREGE when i that J£ day, moment, time SFFME
EAEE). 20, BEAHHEMB. take a photo: W, 21, HHRICE

@, ExeK, EXNFEERE. 22. BEIAYERMBAEHERT.
XE as BHECRLCROR W, :
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_Wﬁemmss‘ ‘Ina battle, when our army charged
4 ke the .engmy’s last height®, a shell suddenly
cgme flying toward me. ‘Down!’ Commander
Yang shouted and flung his body over me2t. When
_.ﬁhe smoke lifted 1 sat up? and saw Commander
~Yang lying there with his. eyes closed his chest
_re_:d with blood*. I )'elt vefy bad?", He was
wounded ptotecting me! Tears in my eyes, I ban-
-"daged hls wouhkl carefully. ‘Don’t bother with
: m"! He opened his eyes and looked at me.

Barur go charge the enemy’®! d T glanced at him;
w1ped the teats from my eyes and ran to battle
Toin revehge“. _ 1

L, e - “When the battle was over I went to the field

hospltal to see him. It was set up in an ancient

i,

Oy mammmﬁmmmw. 24. IMERSJLE, 25 B
o S2E, BESSE, situp: REX, 26. ML T AR, XREH
LR+ AR MR &Y. BRATIEMMI N (his cyes closed) #

= ﬂﬁifﬁ'ﬂ with RyZE, TOMEANMiA G BIERIE, EREMNE. B
lying, 21. B+4id. feel bad about something: FHEBFMBIT
i 28. XRER! 29. FFERBAM)EM. point at: i,
30. B, ﬂ’l‘:;‘Eﬂ&A! iE go 5 charge ZMERETHER and, FEQBEH
.‘ﬂ’}ﬁ;ﬁﬁ-l-andi-ﬂjﬁ R mFAED, EIRGTFH, FEOZHTRR

) fﬁnﬁi&ﬂﬂgﬁaﬂ. fi5, Come and join us. Go get a doctor, 31, ¥
Seh K, BA (MRS HRE, do something in revenge @ JRE M FRE,

RO VR

Poinﬁng h;s finger at the height?®, he ordered,.

#

T R S U R



-'.-__tgmple;i--.'Wheh._"I pushed the door open3?, Isaw

© him sitti_ﬁgﬁri a bed next to a window. Wearing
a faded grey uniform®, he was avidly reading. -

(1

‘Commander!” 1 called and ran to him, foo -

excited to remembeér that I should salute hnn

L ‘L1tt1e Batur" He stqod up thh difficulty and \L‘
- held me in his afms.” Excitedly, he told me, ‘Batur,
good news' We' ve w1ped out more than one million _

of Chlang Kal-shek’s troops in three big campaxgns

Now ‘under the command of Chairman Mao, our

- army is faking an all-round counter-offensive. -

~ Itwon’t be long before we cross the Yangtse River, -
capture Nanking and liberate all China34.’

““Victory! . We've won victory!” I shouted
_ _and leaped for joy*s, so excited that I forgot I was
A in. the ward. The commander was excited too.
He nodded and smiled. He. opened the window
~ and Io_oked outside. After a long while he turned

32. #EHI], the door open R “&if) + HER" WA ME SXKIR. 33,
BN T ARRER. REAESAGE, KRB, RTHMER. faded B
i fade PSREEM, EEIE. 3. BRTEA, BIIRBRELT, X%
MR, REShE, R, FX agld,. it RERE, A before fhE
Ay s8Nl HARAZEE. 35. WriBptiEk, 36. o TH—
M, after a while: i3 7T—< L. :
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