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ABSTRACT

This book consists of 8 chapters, which chronologically overviews the his-
torical process of the Chinese Agricultural Cooperation Movement .

In Chapter One, the rudiments of Agricultural Cooperation Movement
(1927 ~ 1949.10) is introduced. During the first half of the 20" century, To
develop Agricultural Cooperation Movement was publicly acknowledged by most
members of CPC and many other non-CPC figures, but the ideology of these
two groups were slightly different, with even greater differences existing in

their practice.
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While the land tenure reform could hardly make progress, non-CPC fig-
ures strived to solve land problems by implementing large-scale agricultural cul-4%
tivation at one stroke through agricultural cooperation, a peaceful, transitional
process. Due to lack of wide support of the public, they only conducted a lim-
ited test with little progress achieved . Despite this, they showed bolder hypoth-
esis and experiment than some CPC members. Some of such trials even was su-
perior to the “Advanced Cooperative” or “People’ s Commune” implemented
later after.

CPC members firstly launched agricultural land system reform, then grad-
ually promoted the mutual labor aid movement.In the 1930s, in order to over-
come the shortage of rural labors, famm cattle and farming tools in central Sovi-
et Area, CPC initiated the mutual labor aid movement in the form of aid soci-
ety or something else. This campaign was brought to north Shan’ xi Province by
the Red Army through the Long March, and lasted to the middle period of
China’ s Resistance War against Japan. :

From 1943, the Central Committee of CPC started to make use of the
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custom of mutual labor aid in the countryside to conduct the mutual cooperation
campaign, and obtained magnificent achievement.Meanwhile, Mao Zedong
began to adopt the mutual labor aid as a strategy for reforming the small-scale
peasant economy, and gradually established the rudimentary ideology of Chi-
nese Collective Agriculture, which actually combined the idea of ‘gradual co-
operation’ with the idea of to transit to socialism in the future’ .So since
the very beginning, this ideology is full of internal conflicts and high tensions.
Before 1949, the Central Commitiee of CPC had definitely established
their goal to completely reform the small-scale peasant economy and realize a-
gricultural cooperation. Instead of rushing into action immediately, however,
they organized mutual aid groups on the basis of mutual aid habit. Though a few
agricultural production cooperatives appeared at that time, most of them had
been advocated or promoted.
In Chapter Two, the early development of Agricultural Cooperation Move-
Sment (1949.10 ~ 1953.10) is introduced. With the deepening of land reform,
some new situation appeared in the old revolutionary areas, and in some of
these areas, several attempts were made in promoting the mutual aid & cooper-
ation movement . During this process, because of the different understanding of
the movement, top leaders of CPC had experienced two arguments, which re-
flected the internal contradiction and the tension existing in the ideology of a-
gricultural cooperation. With the promulgation of the Resolution of Central Com-
mittee of CPC on the Mutual Aid in Agricultural Production ( Draft), the Chi-
nese agricultural cooperation took shape. Since the end of 1951, China’s agri-

cultural cooperation movement had entered a new stage, it was not only devel-

oped in the old revolutionary areas, but also promoted step by step in the new-
ly-librated areas with the deepening of land reform. In that stage, the main ac-
tions adopted were organizing mutual aid groups, and establishing a few ele-
mentary agricultural producers’ cooperatives with its development scale strictly
restricted . From the end of 1952 to the beginning of 1953, the CPC had made




some mistakes such as “leaping forward” in some areas, so since the spring
of 1953, all these areas were conducted compulsory rectifications and even
large-scale constrictions. :

Chapter Three specifies the accelerative development of the agricultural
cooperation (1953.11 ~ 1955.6) .In 1953, in order to fundamentally change
‘the backward developed agriculture, the Central Committee of CPC decided to
accelerate the agricultural cooperation process, and between the end of 1953
and spring of 1954, the Chinese agricultural cooperation movement was even-
tually confirmed.In this stage, mutual aid movement began focusing on ele-
_mentary agricultural producers’ cooperatives which developed quickly.For its
whole structure, elementary agricultural producers’ cooperatives remained re-
stricted from development to a high extent. During the second half of 1954 and
the beginning of 1955, the condition in rural area became emergent because
the state purchased too many grains as well as too excessive cooperative soci-
eties were established in local areas.So at the beginning of 1955, the Central<:
Committee of CPC slowed down the cooperation process and implemented recti-
fication & constriction policies.

Chapter Four introduces the dawn of the climax of agricultural cooperation
(1955.7 ~ 1955.11) .In 1955, Mao Zedong had disputes with Deng Zihui
with respect to the rectification of agricultural cooperation and constriction. The
essence of such dissention was that Deng insisted on the strictly-controlled de-
velopment mode to develop cooperative societies, while Mao preferred to make
fundamental modifications to such development mode, and conduct controls in
the process of developing cooperative societies.So Mao severely criticized
Deng’ s opinions as a political issue, thus generating an overwhelming political
pressure. In such an environment, promoted by the local party and administra-
tive authorities with full strength, the agricultural cooperation movement devel-
oped vigorously and reached climax in some areas.In this process, Mao and

several provincial leaders still emphasized the quality of this movement, but




some other provinces stopped development to conduct rectifications or planned
controls, and a few provinces even stopped its comprehensive development
with a complete brake.In this stage, though the original strictly-controlled de-
velopment mode was modified and the cooperation movement obtained fast de-
velopment, the strategy basically targeted to developing elementary agricultural
producers’ cooperatives , and was relatively stable either in the development
scale or pattern. So it still can be regarded as a normal development mode in
general . .

Chapter Five delineated the climax of agricultural cooperation (1955.11
to Spring of 1956) .Since Nov, 1955, Mao Zedong had adopted a series of
measures, which not only caused the development of elementary agricultural
producer’ s cooperatives completely out of control, but also stimulated the re-
markable and fast development of advanced cooperatives. At that time, many
peasants voluntarily joined advanced cooperatives since they belived that the

> advanced cooperative would largely increase personal incomes or would not re-
duce the current income, so their hypothesis was featured as false and vulnera-
ble. But on the other hand, advanced cooperatives abolished the land remuner-
ations, and basically violated the principle of mutual benefits.So this stage is
the key turning point of China’s Agricultural Cooperation Movement.

Chapter Six introduces some rectifications and adjustments after the climax
of Agricultural Cooperation Movement ( from Spring of 1956 to Summer of
1957) .As for some problems unveiled gradually after the climax, local au-

thorities conducted many rectifications, adjusted some relevant policies and
solved partial problems, but the fundamental problems were yet to be
solved. In the autumn and winter of 1956, with the expectation that the income
would increase after joining the advanced cooperatives failed to be fulfilled, in
many places the peasants withdrew from cooperatives. After rectification, such A
trend was moderated, but soared again even greater in the spring and summer
of 1957. While dealing with such condition, the Central Committee of CPC




strived to do a better job and persuade peasants not to withdraw from coopera-
tives, meanwhile allowed those who were fimn in mind to do so.Because the

Central Committee of CPC and provincial authorities were waving in their atti-

tude and weak in taking practical measures, the withdrawal of peasants was .

hindered in many places, which severely violated the voluntary principle. At
the same time, though authorities adopted many measures to meet the peas-
ants’ demand , but all of these measures failed to bring any changes to the
mechanism of advanced cooperative, which made the implementation of the
principle of mutual benefit basically impossible. Therefore mistakes in this stage
were fatal, and basically violated the principle of being voluntary and mutual
benefit.

Chapter Seven introduces the compulsory consolidation of Agricultural Co-
operation Movement (from Summer of 1957 to the end of 1957) .In summer of
1957, Mao Zedong mistakenly interpreted the condition in rural areas with the

Y
theory of social class conflict, and wrongly regarded peasant’ s withdrawing<

from cooperatives as well as their resistance against state monopoly for unified
materials purchasing and selling as the inclination for capitalism.So he
launched “great argumentation” of socialism and capitalism, and violently
suppressed peasants’ dissatisfaction with cooperation as well as state monopoly
for unified materials purchasing and selling by means of dictatorship of social
class conflict, as well as through the ideological pressure.At the same time,
he also adopted a series of measures to correct the “loophole of capital entered
the stage of mandatory development.

In order to deepen the economic analysis of the agncultural cooperative or-
ganization, as well as to delineate the issues described in first seven chapters,
Chapter Eight focuses on explanation of the features and the shortcomings of ev-
ery cooperation form, includihg mutual aid group, elementary agricultural pro-
ducers’ cooperative, advanced cooperative, etc, and at the same time, con-

ducts general evaluation of the actual efficiency of each cooperation form.
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