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 ABSTRACT

This book, on the basis of the significant transition of society
in China, focuses on the issue of the alienation of education from
the real-life world by examining the philosophy of education by
Dewey, a U. S. master of pragmatism. Through reviewing the
main text and thought of his philosophy of Education, while
investigating its intendment, historical status, and contemporary
significance, this book aims to offer constructive opinions to the

. contemporary Chinese philosophy of education which may push
forward the modern educational reform in China.

This book consists of three major parts: Introduction;
Analysis (the first to the fifth chapter); Conclusion (the sixth
chapter).

Part 1, Introduction: The theme of the book is elicited by the
problem of the alienation of education from the real-life world.
Then, it introduces the social background of industrial revolution
in America, which underpins Dewey’s philosophy of education.
Through generalizing the principles and major views of Dewey’s
philosophy of education, it has examined the contexts,

dimensions and their internal relationships with pragmatism and
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progressive education movement in the modern Western
philosophies. With the incurred views from the analysis, this part
demonstrates the historical experiences and challenges that
Dewey’s philosophy of education accumulated and encountered in
China. These experiences and challenges indicate that we should
hold the views of historical materialism while considering both the
contribution and the limitation of Dewey’s philosophy of
education. And above all, we should try to discover its values and
significance in his philosophy.

Part 2, Analysis (the first to the fifth chapter); Through
three clues the author analyzes the text of Dewey’s philosophy of
education. First, Dewey’s philosophy of education applies to the
traditional dualism with the principle of continuity of life and
experience. Second, the author explores the main concepts,
principles, and opinions associated with Dewey’s philosophy of
education. For example, based on philosophy of practice, action,
process, and life, and through investigating “experiences”,
“experiments”, “democracy”, and other concepts, the author
explains what naturalism, humanism, and realism are composed
of. Third, the author explores the theory of reconstruction in
Dewey’s philosophy of education. By demonstrating the trinity of
constructive projects, namely, philosophical, social, and
educational reconstruction, the author finds that Dewey aimed to
transcend all dualisms and eliminate all divisions.

Part 3, Conclusion (the sixth chapter): By demonstrating

the historical status and the contemporary significance of Dewey’s
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philosophy of education, the author indicates that it has surpassed
the Western traditional philosophy of education, which has
realized the true human “nature of community” with modern
industry, science, freedom, and democracy. As a result, the
author believes that it is the fourth milestone in the history of
Western philosophy of education. Furthermore, the author
discovers its contemporary value to modernization, and highlights
its insights to education reform in modern China: keep on
bringing education back to the real-life world. Finally, the author
presents some valuable views through demonstrating the thought
of some famous Chinese educators, Cai Yuan-pei, Hu Shi, and
Tao Heng-chih.
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B, REARRAKELTEECF IRBEEXEXAEXAH
REFE¥ FPEAARGE TR LRALEREFEAL.BT
XXMUFERFR, FHER XTRELE LT RA — 0 %K
B, RAATRRRRFAHEF . EAKZHER . RALETH-—EU
AABEEFE BN HEXB FURA DI ET EFh R B
LEANT . BREBRS BEALEFRRBZFARHEARHFR
B

AFULRTEL W RAZANE R HAATHELEH
FAEBHALEE AL£ELATXARERNE AT ERTT
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HTHE EFNF LN EEF R EXFRAETERS
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WM, XFPRF . EETRG . RZER ZESF, AREW,#
REL BEWLATHARZE A RELTEFFRGABHET
—HBRE. LR XFEHALRTR DR B FHAX U
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