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Level One “5—4%

Lesson 1 (1991 £E% A)

O. Henry was a pen name used by an American writer of short stories.' His real name was
William Sydney Porter. He was born in North Carolina in 1862. As a young boy he lived an exciting
life. He did not go to school for very long, but he managed to teach himself everything he needed to
know.2 When he was about 20 years old, O. Henry went to Texas, where he tried different jobs.® He
first worked on a newspaper, and then had a job in a bank. When some money went missing from
the bank, O. Henry was believed to have stolen it. Because of that, he was sent to prison. During
the three years in prison, he learned to write short stories. After he got out of prison, he went to
New York and continued writing. He wrote mostly about New York and the life of the poor there.
People liked his stories, because simple as the tales were, they would finish with a sudden change
at the end, to the readers’ surprise.*

Lesson 2 (1991 £E% B)

Indianapolis is the capital and largest city of Indiana, U.S.A. With a population of 744,000, it is
one of the largest cities in the world that cannot be reached by water.' However, Indianapolis is a
city through which many railways, roads, buses and planes pass.? There are many factories which
make trucks, farm tools, and electrical things. These factories cause little pollution for the city. Butler U-
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niversity, well-known for engineering, and the law and medical schools of Indiana University are in
the city centre.® Nearby is the Indianapolis race course, where the nation’s most famous car race is
held each year on May 30" *

If you visited Indianapolis you would be able to find your way around easily because most of the
streets cross each other like a chessboard.? In the centre of the city, called the Circle, stands the Sol-
diers’ and Sailors’ Monument, 100 meters high.® Also in the centre there are many buildings made
of the famous Indian stone, which makes them white in color.”
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Lesson 3 (1991 £E% C)

Moscow, Russia (Space news )...“The computer is a better chess player,” insisted Viktor Pro-

zorov, the loser. “It seemed as if it were laughing after every good move.' | know | should have beat-

en? it for the sake of mankind, but | just couldn’t win,” he announced and shook his head sadly.
Prozorov’s disappointment was shared by several grand masters who were present, some of

whom were so upset that they shouted at the machine®. Many chess players said that this meant

the end of chess championships around the world, since the fun had been taken out of the game.
The computer walked—or rather, rolled—away with 5000 dollars prize money and limited its remarks
to a set of noises and lights.
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Lesson 4 (1991 £E% D)

One day a few years ago, a very funny thing happened to a neighbor of mine. He is a teacher at
one of London’s big medical schools. He had finished his teaching for the summer term and was at
the airport on his way to Russia to give a lecture.’

He had put a few clothes and his lecture notes in his shoulder bag, but he had put Rupert, the
skeleton to be used in his lecture? in a large brown suitcase. At the airport desk, he suddenly

thought that he had forgotten to buy a newspaper. He left his suitcase near the desk and went over
to the shop.

When he got back he discovered that someone had taken his suitcase by mistake. He often won-
ders what they said when they got home and found Rupert.
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Lesson 5 (1992 £E#% A)

Shu Pulong has helped at least 1000 people bitten by snakes. “Ilt was seeing people with snake
bites that led me to this career,” he said. '

In 1963, after his army service, Shu entered a medical school and later became a doctor of
Chinese medicine. As part of his studies he had to work in the mountains.2 There he often heard of
people who had their arms and legs cut off after a snake bite in order to save their lives®.

“| was greatly upset by the story of an old farmer | met®. It was a very hot afternoon. The old
man was pulling grass in his fields when he felt a pain in his left hand®. He at once realized he had
been bitten by a poisonous snake. In no time he wrapped a cloth tightly around his arm to stop the
poison spreading to his heart. Rushing home® he shouted ‘Bring me the knife! * Minutes later the
man lost his arm forever.”

“The sad story touched me so much that | decided to devote myself to helping people bitten by
snakes,” Shu said.

Lesson 6 (1992 £E% B)

Sam and Joe were astronauts. There was once a very dangerous trip and the more experienced
astronauts knew there was only a small chance of coming back alive’. Sam and Joe, however,
thought, it would be exciting though a little dangerous®. “We’re the best men for the job,” they said
to the boss. “There may be problems, but we can find the answers.” “They’re the last people I’d
trust,”® thought the boss. “But all the other astronauts have refused to go.”
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Once they were in space, Joe had to go outside to make some repairs. When the repairs were
done, he tried to get back inside the spaceship. But the door was locked. He knocked but there was
no answer. He knocked again, louder this time, and again, no answer came. Then he hit the door as
hard as he could and finally a voice said, “Who’s there?” “It’s me! Who else could it be?” shouted

Joe. Sam let him in all right but you can imagine that Joe never asked to go on a trip with Sam a-
gain!

Lesson 7 (1992 £E% C)

One Sunday, Mark decided to go sailing in his boat with his friend Dan, but Dan happened to be
away. Dan’s brother John offered to go instead though he did not know anything about sailing. Mark
agreed and they set out to sea.

Soon they found themselves in a thick fog. Mark was sure they would be hit by a big ship. Fortu-
nately he saw a large buoy through the fog and decided to tie the boat to it for safety. As he was get-
ting onto the buoy, however, he dropped the wet rope’. The boat moved away in the fog carrying
John, who did not know how to use the radio?. He drifted about and was not seen until twelve hours
later.

Mark spent the night on the buoy. In the early morning he fell asleep. He was having a bad
dream when a shout woke him up. A ship, the Good Hope, came up and he climbed onto it and
thanked the captain. The captain told him that John had been picked up by another ship and the

ship’s captain had sent out a message. “Without the message | would not have found you on the
buoy,” he said.?
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Lesson 8 (1992 £E% D)

The Basenji is a central African hunting dog. It comes from a country called Chad, which is north
of the Central African Republic." The Basenji was well-known as the “silent dog” because for cen-
turies no Basenjis had ever been known to bark. Then at a dog show in London in 1953, a Basenji
actually barked. ‘

As well as being clever, Baseniis are known for their natural courage and are still popular hunting
dogs in Africa.2 But in America people keep them mainly because they are gentle and full of fun. The
Basenii has an unusual habit: it washes itself all over like a cat. It is a middle—sized dog, 16 or 17
inches high from the shoulder. It weighs about 20 pounds. A baseniji’s coat is short and silky. It may
be brown, white, or gold, or a mixture of these three colors.

Lesson 9 (1993 £E% A)

On the evening of June 21, 1992, a tall man with brown hair and blue eyes entered the beautiful hall
of the Bell Tower Hotel in Xi’an with his bicycle'. The hotel workers received him and telephoned the
manager, for they had never seen a bicycle in the hotel hall before though they lived in “the kingdom
of bicycles”.
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Robert Friedlander, an American, arrived in Xi’an on his bicycle trip across Asia which started last
December in New Delhi, India.2 When he was 11, he read the book Marco Polo and made up his
mind to visit the Silk Road. Now after 44 years, he was on the Silk Road in Xi’an and his early
dreams were coming true.

Robert Friedlander’s next destinations were Lanzhou, Dunhuang, Urumgi, etc. He will complete
his trip in Pakistan.

Lesson 10 (1993 £E3% B)

Kleptomania is an illness of the mind that gives a person the desire to steal." Such a person is
not really a thief. They are sick and cannot help themselves. All small children act naturally and as
they grow up they normally learn to control their actions. People with kleptomania for certain medical
reasons have failed to develop control over their desire to take things that do not belong to them?.
With medical help they may become normal citizens again. The things that a kleptomaniac steals are

seldom of great value. They often give away what they have stolen or collect objects without using
them?.
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Lesson 11 (1993 £E% C)

Nothing was going right for Dr. Turner at the hospital. He made a mistake while operating on a
patient." He felt sure he was no longer trusted and decided to change his job. One day he learned
from the paper that a doctor was looking for a partner. The doctor, whose name was Johnson, lived
in Thorby, a small town in the north of England.

A few days later Dr. Turner went to Thorby, and arrived at Dr. Johnson’s home early in the
afternoon. Though old and a little deaf, Dr. Johnson still had a good brain.? He kept talking to the
visitor about the town and its people. When they turned to the question of partnership, it was al-
ready seven in the evening. Dr. Johnson invited Dr. Turner to have dinner with him in a restaurant
before catching the train back to London.? Dr. Turner noticed that Dr. Johnson was fond of good food
and expensive wines. They had an excellent meal. When the bill was brought, Dr. Johnson felt in his
pocket. “Oh, dear,” he said. “I've forgotten my money.” “That’s all right,” Dr. Turner said. “I’ll pay
the bill.” As he did so, he began to wonder whether Dr. Johnson was worthy of trust.
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