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Geometric crushed stone areas, austere light stelae,

stratified railway tracks, colourful sculptured islands,
mighty concrete cubes. Open spaces beyond tradition-
al horticultural architecture put the viewing habits to a
hard test, and call the customary into question. The
design elements of the new landscape architecture
have deviated far from the traditional models. The pub-
licrealmis more orlessimpressive orchestrated. Trends
and events also play an increasingly greater role in
landscape architecture, and easily consumable images
frequently find more acknowledgement than the last-
ing concept of living spaces. Is the requirement to sup-
port and expedite new social and cultural movements

becoming lost with regard to landscape architecture?

Certainly not!

Today’s landscape architecture meets the new chal-
lenges, the new tasks. Yet today this only rarely con-
cerns traditional tasks such as the classical designing
of gardens or parks. The challenges lie in the redefini-

tion of urban fallows, the renaturation of conversion

areas, the orchestration of former industrial areas and
the ecological safeguarding of disused open-cast min-
ing areas. These tasks call for more than a traditional
artistic design requirement: They call for the courage
to call handed-down values into question and also
require the willingness to experiment, coupled with
considerable expertise and environmentally aesthetic

expressiveness.

Examples such as the Welzow South opencast mining
area in eastern Germany demonstrate how architectur-
al landscaping interventions laid out on a long-term
basis influence and control entire transformation pro-
cesses. The selectively remaining relicts of open-cast
mining do not represent any demanding design ele-
ments pertaining to originality in this context, but are
part of the concept to convert the traces of the indus-
trial degradation process into a new landscape aes-

thetic on a large-scale basis.

Quite often these are temporary projects such as

national or regional horticultural shows which enable

W | M BRRE
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the implementation of innovative concepts. Moreover,

such publicly effective shows are important contribu-
tions to a debate which shall not only be held by
experts, but especially also by laymen. They elicit dis-
cussions and environmental analysis, and convey
developments such as within the scope of the Ebers-
walde Regional Horticultural Show in 2002. During the
rehabilitation of the former industrial area one did not
rely on an industrial-romantic orchestration of the
experience, but rather on a mapping of the terrain that
provided orientation. The 2005 National Horticultural
Show in Munich with its intellectually demanding and
stringent aesthetic contributions on the topic nature
was also a reflected representation of ecological condi-
tions and aesthetic effects on the field of landscape
architecture and the public realm. Of course, the major
event only stirred up a modicum of enthusiasm among
broad circles of the population — but it certainly

addressed the purpose and prompted reflection!

To address the purpose, to prompt reflection — this
shall also entail the projects which are documented in
this book. The selection encompasses private as well
as public tasks. In addition to large-scale and more
well-known projects, the attention was also especially
turned to more secretively flourishing smaller projects
such as the Cabinet Garden in the Munich Residence or

the Weingarten Municipal Gardens.

Together they portray the spectrum of present-day
landscape architecture in the German-speaking region
in exemplary fashion and demonstrate how manifold
the tasks of landscape architects are today. Some of
what is hard to comprehend at first glance resolutely
points to the future. At times striking and distinct, at
times low-key and self-evident — but always aesthetic,

powerful and individual!

Nicolette Baumeister
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The Neckarmiinzplatz is the most important starting and
finishing point for tourist walks through Heidelberg. More
than 60 coaches a day head for this spot in the high sea-
son, so that it has become a sort of foyer to the town.
When redesigning the square, it was necessary to fulfil a
number of requirements: alongside coping with the
stream of visitors, attention had to be given to flood pro-
tection. Moreover — not least because Heidelberg aims to
gain the status of a UNESCO Cultural Heritage Site — strict
guidelines had been laid down by the authorities respon-
sible for the protection of historical buildings. I The square
is a plateau with a panorama of the river and its slopes. Its
backbone is formed by the city edge, with its narrow for-
mer fishermen’s houses. Their horizontal cornices and
vertical window lines determine the proportions and
structural arrangement of the two bus shelters which
stand at the centre of the newly designed square. Shaped
as cubes of non-segmented steel and glass components,

they allow the onlooker to see the area behind. Along with

the glass, it is the play of colours on the long bracket

bencl

and seat-contact surfaces in particular which
reflects the liveliness of the surroundings, intensifying the
tones on the brightly painted houses, the colours of the
Neckar, the red sandstone typical of the region, and the
blue-green painted lock. The way in which the new gives
an increased emphasis to the old is intended to do justice
of a creative kind to the protection of historical buildings. |
The area of the square —about 50 by 17.5 metres —is cov-
ered with red sandstone; the intermediate areas leading
to the buildings, as well as the narrow streets running into
it, are paved with bright-coloured granite. At night the
mighty tops of the sycamores are illuminated; bollard
lights shine strips of light into the streets; the rear walls of
the glass cubes form a discreet veil of light. Where the
square diverges from the traffic area, the flood-protection
works have been integrated: a narrow strip of concrete
with sunken insertion sockets for the girders supporting

the barrier, which can only be seen as a line on the ground.

Neckarmiinzplatz
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