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Mr. Yi Ren, born on May 26, 1952, a native of Changli,
Hebei, is a researcher specially invited by the Liaoning
Social Academy of Sciences. At present he is the President
of Liaoning Red Mountain Culture Research Society, Vice-
president of China Research Society of Ancient Jade Articles,
and Vice-president of Liaoning Association of Collectors.

He has collected and made researches on the Northeast
culture at the New Stone Age for over 20 years, and published
more than 10 articles in different publications. During recent
years he combined the Red Mountain culture with the
Mountain and Sea Classics to make research on the relics
during the Five Emperors period in Northeast China under
the guidance of Guo Dashun, a famous archaeologist, and
he was fully recognized by the experts.

In the Civilization Origin & Discovery that is going to be
published by the Liaoning University Press over 20 articles
in 100,000 Chinese characters nearly are collected, in which
it is scientifically and reasonably discussed about the activity
center and gathering places for such emperors as Xuanyuan,
Zhuan Xu, Rao, Shun, and Yu during the Five Emperors
period, combined with the collections and researches on
the Red Mountain culture. Especially the Sushen Theorem
was discovered, combined with researches on the Mountain
& Sea Classics, and there was a rule for the movement and
migration from the north to the south, from the east to the
west in the activities of the Five Emperors about 5000 years
ago at later stage of the New Stone Age in Northeast China.
He speculated such important geographical positions as
Sihai, the Hill of Kunlun, and Yizhou, oriented by Pohai in
the Mountain and Sea Classics. He also discovered and
confirmed the evidence for material object for the activities
of Xuanyuan, Zhuan Xu, and Goddess in Northeast China
through his research on the Sanjiangkou Jade Articles and
Snake Body with Human Face, Mating on the Head in the
Mountain & Sea Classics. These points of view overthrew
and corrected the mistakes and misleading of several
historians including Cima Qian from the Han Dynasty.

The book, Civilization Origin and Discovery was greatly
appraised by such experts and scholars as Guo Dashun,
Wang Zunguo, Zhou Nanquan and Lei Congyun.
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Yang Renkai

A commissioner of the State
Committee of Appraisal or Cultural
Relics, a member of the State Painting
& Calligraphy Appraisal Group, a fa-
mous appraiser for Painting and
Calligraphy, former Curator of
Liaoning Museum, and Life Honorary

Curator at present.
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“It is our historical responsibil-
ity to explore the mystery of both the
Red Mountain Culture and the Moun-
tain & Sea Classics to develop 5000
years” Chinese national spirit.”

Inscribed by Song Yugui in Jan.
2006 in Tianzhu Hall for the book,
“Civilization Origin & Discovery”
written by Yi Ren.

Song Yugui, a master of Tradi-
tional Chinese Painting, President of
Liaoning Association of Collectors,
a member of “Chinese Association
of Artists, and Vice-chairman of
Chinese Association of Artists

Liaoning Branch.
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Preface Il

PREFACE

Long Yuan

T have known some domestic and overseas friends who are in different circles because my participation in archaeological
excavation and research work, in which I have more contact with Mr, Yi Ren,

Mr. Yi Ren mentioned some archaeological culture related to the Red Mountain culture when we first met, such as the
Zhaobaogou culture and Fuhe culture, He could exactly name respective carbon 14 measured ages of two archaeological
cultures. [ felt then that he was very meticulous.

Later we contacted each other more and more so I learnt that Mr. Yi Ren spent all his spare time in reading in addition to
being busy with his work, He lays emphasis on history and archaeology, which he has studied for nearly 10 years without any
slack, reflecting his strong perseverance. Not only he reads historical and archaeological works newly published but also he
reads ancient literature. He has gradually had comprehensive understanding of some problems on Chinese history and
archacology through his accumulation of literary knowledge, and he has great interest in cultural relics and archaeology.
Certainly, as a native of Liaoning Mr. Yi Ren is most concerned about archaeological findings, research findings, and
geographical and historical conditions reflected thereof in Liaoning up to Northeast China. In addition Mr. Yi Ren’s reading
is characteristic of not only being good at firmly recollecting some strange place name, individual name, relative age, and
absolute time that are often mentioned archaeologically but also trying to understand, and sometimes his individual opinion and
point of view come into being.

That Mr. Yi Ren is diligent to practice is good for our commendation besides his reading. During his spare time he made
an investigation according to literary clews in the regions where cultural relics are relatively concentrated, such as Chaoyang
Liaoning, Cifeng Inner Mongolia, some famous sites such as the site of Niuheliang, the site behind the Red Mountain, Cifeng,
and even further the ancient city site during the Warring States Period, Erlong Lake, Lishu County, Siping City. Jilin Province.
He also trusted the geologic department with sample analysis and measuration of relevant rock and soil.

Recently Mr. Yi Ren has read and understood the Mountain & Sea Classics historically and geographically. For this
purpose he has been to all corners in Lizoning and Jilin to observe the land features in combination with maps. He repeatedly
made comparative analysis of orientation comparison, distance measure, and geomorphic process in the hope that some new
clews and reference for ancient and modern physical geographic changes such as coastline changes, fluvial changing its course,
place name renewal, and nomen origin could be found.

Mr. Yi Ren had made his gains with diligent labor in this respect. He took notice of the point of view that most of the land
from Liaoxi Corridor o the Haihe River downriver, the Pohai Bay was lake or swamp, and there were inhabitants dwelling on
the upland surrounding. Perhaps it was a reason for Jiu Zhou called Zhou. He also believes that Yizhou should be the center
in Liaoxi as the first of Jiu Zhou, as viewed from archacological findings such as the Red Mountain culture and Xiajiadian culture
in Liaoxi.

Certainly, it is unavoidable that we have different ideas in the course of our contact and exchange, with which we don’t fence,
and we often argue seriously. Mr. Yi Ren has over-absorption of mind and does not easily change his idea, however, he respects
others without rigidly adhering to predecessor’s style of study.

Mr. Yi Ren put forward that the big jade dragon from Sanxingtala (currently Saixingtala), Niuteqi, Inner Mongolia is not
only a standard dragon image hut also a symbol of Chinese national culture when we met once. Why is it called”C"in English
and named “C"Dragon? I believed that Mr. Yi Ren was very careful and what he put forward was reasonable so it is adopted.
The big jade dragon has been called “Twisted Jade Dragon”since. Although the call is not ideal, it is more proper, compared
with “C” Dragon.

We also often discuss about some problems on research methods together. We believe that it is fully allowed to raise the



question and even be doubtful of existing archaeological information and research findings, however our rescarch should start
from archaeological information and research findings that have common understanding, especially any archaeological cultural
age series and geographic distribution that have been established should be our sound foundation. It is a roundabout way to give
it up. 1 demonstrated according to archaeological information with regard 1o Mr. ¥i Ren’ s opinion that Liaoxi was the center
of Yizhou. Actually Liaoxi also included both Jingjin that was to the south of Yanshan and the middle and north of Hebei. His
new points of view come into being on the scope of ancient Yizhou after he accepted my opinion.

After our contact and exchange for several years, I feel that Mr, Yi Ren who is very concerned about and is very interested
in cultural relics and archaeological career has two representative ideas, to which we should pay attention; at first we should
lay emphasis on the position and role of the Red Mountain cultre in Chinese civilization source; secondly protection of cultural
relics,

He believes that the jade articles of the Red Mountain have been at high level whether their manufacturing techniques,
plastic design, ideas, skills, or degree of social development. Many major events with regard to Chinese history and culture such
as the history of the Five Emperor Period cannot be separated from the culture of the Red Mountain, however we have not paid
more attention at present. The long lasting situation has influenced upon the progress of researches on Chinese ancient times.

Starting from professional appetence. we always mention protection of cultural relics and we believe that it is not allowed
to have a disregard of it. There have been such activities as destroying ancient monument and archaic sepulcher. robbery and
smuggling of cultural relics although they are strictly forbidden. Our colleagues and those who really love our motherland s
cultural relics and traditional culture have always been worried about it. It is quite necessary for the more to understand that
cultural relics can neither be replaced nor reproduced and understand current and long-range importance of cultural relics in
addition that such departments as cultural relics, public security, and judicial department should do their work well. It needs
to explain the profound things in a simple way to do widely and acidulously scientific and popularized work. Both Mr. Yi Ren
and 1 believe that it will be in favor of protection of cullural relics for the more to understand knowledge of cultural relics and
archaeology and to cultivate more and more cultural relic fans in all circles so that our mass foundation and public opinion will
come into being to protect cultural relics. Therefore, Mr. Yi Ren has personally organized the Red Mountain Culture Research
Society with those who are zealous. It is commendable. With regard 1o arrangements for the Pesearch Society both he and [
emphasize that the Research Society is to mainly push and increase civil researches on the Red Mountain culture and to promote
protective work on cultural relics. All the members have the same feeling.

Recently the State Council gave A Notice of Strengthening Protection of Cultural Relics, which formally takes cultural
relics as “Heritage.” The concept that cultural relics are national and public *Properties” is directly expressed so that people
can easily understand and accept the value and meaning of cultural relics and protection of cultural relics. It is both o meet
international requirements and to shorten the distance between far historical and cultural relics and the public so that work on
protection of cultural relics may be closer to the public to arouse national consciousness and sense of participation in protection
of cultural relics. With constant public participation in protection of cultural relics, more and more will join in the troop to
research and protect cultural relics like Mr. Yi Ren. I also believe that Mr. ¥i Ren will further have gains in historical and

archaeological researches and do his work well to make new contribution to protection of cultural relics in Liaoning.

Guo Dashun, whose pen name is Long Yuan, Standing Director of China Archaeological Association, a famous

archaeologist.
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INTRODUCTION

Yi Ren

Mr. Su Binggi said, “'I'he origin of Chinese civilization is like starriness instead of a candle, however speaking of the origin
of Chinese civilization like starriness, I would like to emphasize North China. The North once played an important role in
Chinese history. Now we have to admit honestly that there was extremely a lack of our understanding of the North and the
importance of the North. We have understood it already, and we cannot say that it is not China’s great progress in archaeological
studies.” (Page 31, Journal 1, 1987, Information of History, Su Binggi’s Speech of New Archaeological Discovery in Liaoxi
- Further Discussion about Origin of Chinese Civilization )

He said six years later, “Liaoxi ancient civilization is its prelude that is 1000 years earlier than the central plains if the
whole history of Chincse development of civilization is a piece of symphony. There were the legendary activities at earlier stage
during the Five Emperor.” (Page 130, “Chinese, Dragon Descendant”™ “Discussion about Liaoxi Ancient Culture” 1993, Su
Bingqi)

Several years later, he pointed out, “only the space time frame of the Red Mountain culture corresponds to the center of
activities during the Huang Emperor Period.” (Page 129, Dragon Crigin from Liache River Head. Guo Dashun)

Laying emphasis on the Red Mountain culture researches, the book is to further discuss the relation between the culture
of the Northeast New Stone and such historical literature as the Mountain & Sea Classics and Yugong under the guidance of
researches and theories of the elder generation, driven by “Chinese Exploring Project of Civilization Origin” so that the
central geographical position of activities for Emperors Xuanyuan, Zhuan Xu. Yao, Shun, and Yu during the Five Emperor
Period is revealed. In the meanwhile, it is to further discuss about the legendary characters and animals such as Goddess, West
Queen, and Phoenix through archaeology and collections in combination with literature to discover the profound mystery and
do our best for researches of Chinese history of ancient civilization,

The author has had profound understanding of both position and role of the culture at the New Stone Age in Northeast China
in Chinese Exploring Project of Civilization Origin in combination with researches on the Red Mountain culture during recent
years through putting the culture at the New Stone Age in Northeast China in order. Especially the region of imperial activities
of Xuanyuan, Zhuan Xu, Yu and so on is scientifically oriented in combination with the Sanjiangkou jade articles and cultural
collects of the Red Mountain through researches on the Mountain & Sea Classics. He tried to closely connect collections with
archaeological studies and pay attention to literature to make archacological studies, The purpose for collections, archaeological
studies, and literature (o prove each other is initially realized. A series of key problems in Chinese history are scientifically and
reasonably made clear.

The Mountain & Sea Classics is uncommon and precious historical and geographical literature in Chinese history, in which
over 40,000 Chinese characters contained painstaking effort of both the Xia Dynasty and some generations of offspring. It is
the most splendid intelligence and crystallization in the course of human historical development. However it is a pity that the
great work, the Mountain & Sea Classics has not been recognized since the Han Dynasty, and it has been typically forced-out
by Historical Record that was received to be authoritative during past dynasties.

Zhang Qian was sent on a diplomatic mission to Xiyu during the Han Dynasty, including making an investigation of
“Kunlun”, however Zhang Qian saw no view so-call “*Kunlun” when he already reached the Yellow River head. Thus, Cima
Qian sighed with emotion and totally lost his confidence in the Yubenji and the Mountain & Sea Classics. So it did later
generations during past dynasties. They still took Historical Record as “official history™ so the role of the Mountain & Sea
Classics in historical researches was totally broken down. At the same time the splendid and civilized history of the Five
Emperors’ activities in the North about 5000 years ago was also buried, and the researches on Chinese ancient history were

confused. The author hereby affirms through researches: a series of important problems on Chinese history will justify



themselves and be easily solved if we pay attention to the culture at the New Stone Age in Northeast China and the Red Mountain
culture in close combination with literary records and narrations such as the Mountain & Sea Classics and Yugong.

The book is the author’s some points of view and experience in combination with many years’ collections of the Red
Mountain culture and researches on the Mountain & Sea Classics, in which the emphasis is to research the Mountain & Sca
Classics and the Red Mountain culture. The “Sushen Theorem” was discovered in the research, and there was a rule for
movement and migration course “from the north to the south, from the east to the west” in the activities of the five emperors
about 5000 years ago at later stage of the New Stanc Age in Northeast China. Oriented by the Pohai in the Mountain & Sea
Classics, such impontant geographical positions as  “the Four Seas”, “Kunlun Mountain™, and *“Yizhou” were deduced.

Through researches on the Sanjiang jade articles and “Body Snake with Human Face, Mating on the Head” in the
Mountain & Sea Classics, the evidence for material objects of the activities of Xuanyuan, Zhuan Xu, and Goddess in Northeast
has been discovered and confirmed. The points of view will overthrow and correct the mistake and misleading of several
historians including Cima Qian from the Han Dynasty. Although it looks as if it were to display one’s slight skill before an expent
the author believes that it is to bring order out of chaos to understand Chinese prehistory, and it is a historical impact on modern
research on the culture of prehistory.

At the beginning of 2004, the author invited Mr. Zhou Nanquan, an expert at ancient jade articles to Shenyang for him to
specially judge the Sanjiangkou jade articles. Mr. Zhou was very surprised and confirmed, “It is closely related to the Red
Mountain culture. So far there has been no report at home. It is really elaborate and splendid. Please lose no time to make a study
under the guidance of Mr. Guo.” The author showed the Sanjiangkou jade articles for the first time when China Ancient Jade
Research Society was set up in 2005. Two experts, Wang Zunguo and Lei Yuncong who were present also fully recognized and
encouraged the author over and vver for him to put forward research findings as soon as possible.

The author’s researches have been under the guidance of Mr. Guo. Mr. Guo and Mr. Fu Renyi went on a special trip to
Sanjiangkou, the juncture among Liaoning, Jilin, and Inner Mongolia to make an investigation in the field twice in order to
discover where the Sanjiangkou jade articles were excavated. Sanjiangkou is an archaeological vacancy, being nobody’s
business after several divisions. We could easily find many littered historical remains at the New Stone Age in several places.
There are plenty remains of the New Stone Age culure at Kangping and Faku in Lizoning which are to the south of the region,
at Nongan and Lishu in Jilin which are to the east of the region, at Kulun and Kezuohouqi in Inner Mongolia which are to the
west of the region although we have been unable to confirm specific place excavated so far. The author believes that the
Sanjiangkou jade articles will surely be confirmed though archaeological studies and findings in the near future.

A famous archacologist, Li Ji said, “Please take a notice of the North where our ancestors were.”

During recent years the archaeological circles were sometimes pleasantly surprised by constant excavation and findings
at the cultural site of the Red Mountain. However, so far we have not given exact orientation, faced with the splendid culture
of jade articles in Northeast China at later stage of the Chinese New Stone Age. It is really necessary for us to make a survey
of our archaeological direction.

According to a thing's development and evolution rule, the author believes that where jade fabrication and jade culture
are leading during the same time space in different regions there is a prehistory head of Chinese civilization now that the standard
for exploring the origin of civilization is 5000 years ago.

Why is such a problem put forward? In fact, it is easy to be understood. It is known that human development of productivity
was closely related to stoneware. Human beings experienced nearly 2 million years endless at the Old Stone Age from Homo
erectus. During the period, after endless living at the Old Stone Age and simple and repeated labor, Homo sapiens were
eventually created. However it took only 10,000 years after the New Stone Age to rapidly develop into current conditions, in
which one of the most important reasons was to process and fabricate 1000 or so of jade articles.

It has been found by archaeological studies that there were jade articles of the Red Mountain fabricated about RBO0O years
ago. Fabrication of the jade articles experienced over 3000 years during 8000 to 5000 years ago. Not anly the jade articles
fabricated represent improvement in manufacturing capability and level as well as development of productivity but also the

more important is that to process and fabricate the jade articles were accompanied with human being ideological, cultural, and

artistic progress. Chinese jade culture is unique in the world. Chinese ideological culture, faith, thinking mode, and good
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