VISITING THE SCERIC SPOTS OF QUARZHOU
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A Brisl’ latrodoction of (esazhow

Located on the bank of the East Sea, separated from Taiwan by a channel,
Quanzhou with an area of 11,015 spuare kilometres and a population of over 6 4
million, has jurisdiction over Licheng district, Fengze district, Luojiang district,
Jinjiang city, Shishi city, Nan-an city, Hui-an county, Anxi country, Yongchun
county, Dehua county & Jinmen county (pending unification) as well as Xiaocuo
district.

As a cultural city of a longstanding history, Quanzhou is among the first
batch of historic-cultural cities proclaimed by the State Council. As early as the
Tang dynasty, Quanzhou was one of the four major trading ports of China. During
the Song and the Yuan dynasty, Quanzhou had attained her heyday as the
anchoring port of the maritime silk route, and had been renowned as the "First
Oriental Port ” on a par with the port of Alexandria of Egypt, and had trades with
over one hundred countries and regions all over the world. Displaying the
prosperous scene of “ myriad merchandts in the city when the sea is at high tide " .
Quanzhou has been reputed as the Museum of religions. With the economic &
cultural interflow, the major religions of the world such as Buddhism, Islamism,
Christianity (including Catholicism), Induism, Manichaeism and Judaism had all
been introduced into Quanzhou, which has since then won the reputed title of being
a “Savant by the sea " With such a rich sediment of culture, so fine a tradition  of
the Chinese nation, Quanzhou has been well-known to the world as the famous
homeland of the oversea Chinese & compatriots who dwell in Taiwan . Quanzhou
is indeed a fine homeland living in the minds of millions oversea Chinese &
Taiwan compatriots, who come in an endless stream to pay respect to their ancestry
to invest in enterprises and visit their kinsmen & friends every year without
interruption

The mountains & rivers are beautiful & charming in Quanzhou where
gathered the talents & scholars of the nation . Historic cultural relics sparkle like
celestial stars everywhere . At present , Quanzhou can boast of possessing some
five hundred cultural sites of historic relics , 12 of which are under protection at
State level , 37 are under protection at provincial level ; one scenic spot is under
key protection at State level , and another being the natural reserved area under
state protection as well . Such an abundance of scenic spots & historic relics
naturally becomes a land of tourism & travel for tourists both at home & abroad

Since the opening & renovation of our country, the economy of Quanzhou
has made giant strides over the past few years, the achievement of capital
construction is very apparent & remarkable. Facilities & service of tourism are
improving with the time . The three dimensional communication net of land, sea &
air has already been established for service, while modern telecommunication net
with abroad would surely provide every convenience to the tourists .

In such a respect, Quanzhou is indeed a historic cultural city of inivestment &
tourism that preserves well her tradition but exhibits the breath of modernization as
well
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Famous Historic City
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Quanzhou is one among the first batch of famous historic-cultural cities as
proclaimed by the State Council. With fascinating landscape of hills & rivers,
abundant scenic spots & historic relics, Quanzhou has gained the praise of
“view Xi-an from underground, view Quanzhou from above the ground”.
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