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Brave eyes and manners and a stiff beard create boundless

energy to drive out demons,
Cheaters and corrupters and all lawless souls, why don’t

you think of Zhongkui often?

Penetrating eyes like bright lights, all demons and ghosts

shall have no way to escaping,



A brush fully expressing love and hate, a pure world without

a single demon will come.
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Beijing
October 26, 2005
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Preface

When I heard the name of Li Jiangyu, I immediately thought of Xu Beihong’s famous painting, “Spring Rain on the
Lijiang River.” The painting is unforgettable with its vivid scenery of the Lijiang----the beautiful mountains and water and the
bamboo rafts. Li Jiangyu’s scenic paintings of Guangxi Province can be considered on a par with Xu Beihong’s in their
variation in landscape. This similarity is not by chance, because in his childhood Li Jiangyu was mentored by Xu, who taught

him the fundamentals of Chinese painting.

Born in Guangxi Province, Li Jiangyu enjoys a close natural relationship with the lovely mountains and water of
Guilin. In his paintings, he combines the beautiful landscape with his unique artistry, creating attractive paintings of the

Lijiang scenery.

There are numerous famous mountains in the world, with the Peak of Biyuzan being the most well-known mountain
on the Lijiang River. The Peak is surrounded by clear waters. In the style of Xu Beihong, Li Jiangyu accurately reflects the
beautiful vistas of Guilin. His paintings include Yangshuo’s scenery, the open country and paddy fields, bamboo forests and

cottages, which are all melded together with sky and water by the rainy mist. His creation of “Enjoying Lijiang Rain,” is based

on a famous ancient saying: A hero is often seen on a horse and a beautiful lady is seen under a lamp; Lijiang is extremely

beautiful under the rain.

Li Jiangyu also renders Zhongkui stylistically. These paintings are full of movement. Zhongkui is a legendary god
from an ancient Chinese tale, which tells the story of a Tang dynasty emperor, who dreamt that Zhongkui devours a demon
that was stealing treasures from the palace. Since then, Zhongkui has become a symbol of driving away evil spirits and is often
a theme for Chinese painters. However, most paintings depicting Zhongkui are alike in appearance though not in spirit. Li
Jiangyu is able to paint as freely as he wishes. His unique paintings are widely welcomed by people throughout the world. His
Zhongkui paintings reflect the various natures of the figure and are full of wit and humor. The image of Zhongkui fighting
demons represents justice defeaﬁng evil. Li Jiangyu uses his paint brush to focus on the facial expressions and particularly on
the eyes of Zhongkui. When viewing his creation of Zhongkui, one may be reminded of the notable image of Ivan Grozny I,
drawn by the noted Russian painter Repin. In the painting, the emperor’s eyes are full of panic, perplexity, resentment, and
hopelessness as he kills his son. This similarity with Repin of Li Jiangyu’s rendering of Zhongkui’s eyes is notable as Li

depicts a --enhancing the quality of the painting and displaying the skill of the artist.

From the paintings of Zhongkui, one can easily understand Li Jiangyu as a person who is resolute, broadminded, just,
and generous. But, he is also gentle. This is revealed in his painting “Zhongkui Seeing His Sister Off to be Married,” which

shows Zhongkui’s love and joy, as well as a strong sense of human feelings.
This then is Li Jiangyu’s paintings: the beautiful scenery of the Lijiang River, and the heroic Zhongkui.
Here, I present two poems to Mr. Li Jiangyu for his paintings of Zhongkui:
Brave eyes and manners and a stiff beard create boundless
energy to drive out demons,

Cheaters and corrupters and all lawless souls, why don’t

you think of Zhongkui often?




Penetrating eyes like bright lights, all demons and ghosts
shall have no way to escaping,
A brush fully expressing love and hate, a pure world without

a single demon will come.

Shen Zuorao
Shenghan Hall
Beijing

October 26, 2005
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Introduction

My name is Lu Jun, formerly Lu Tianen. My pen name is Li Jiangyu and my nickname is Zhongnan Louzhu. | was

born in 1929 in Guangxi. My nationality is Zhuang, Chinese.

My grandfather Lu Qiyun, was a Jinshi (a successful candidate in the highest imperial examinations) in the late
Qing Dynasty. My father Lu Shengzong, born in 1893 and graduated from a best normal school of Guangdong and
Guangxi, was a student of Gao Jianfu, who was the founder of the Lingnan Group of Painting. My father taught almost all
his life and he was appointed as the president of Nanning Middle School in Guangxi Province after the New China was

founded. In 1967, a year after the Cultural Revolution, he died due to suffering from false criticism and struggling.

My mother Nong Linging, was born from a poor family and was sold twice. She was a child bride. After the
founding of New China, she was driven out of the door twice, once was during the Land Revolution and the other during
the Cultural Revolution. Due to her second son who was in Taiwan, she suffered great pain and had to live on the streets
by begging. She died in 1997 after her 101st birthday, after the reform.

Born from a family of scholars and influenced by parents, [ began drawing pictures at 6 years of age. In 1936, my
father moved to Guilin from Nanning with the government and my family lived next to Xu Beihong, a famous artist, so
that I could be introduced to him to study painting and enjoyed great benefits from him. Mr Xu was really my initial

teacher of painting.

[ was enrolled in high art class of Guangzhou Art Vocational School in 1948. Gao Jianfu was the president. [ was
taught by famous artists such as Gao Jianfu, Guan Shanyue, Yang Taiyang, and Li Xiongcai. From then on, I began my

career in painting.

As a human being, my first nature is to get married and have children to continue the ancestral line and the second

nature is to be responsible for my family, society and state, as well as the whole humanity.

I experienced different historical periods such as the reigns of Japanese invaders, the Koumindang government,
and life in the New China.

Because of my parents’teaching and my father’s genes, I decided to serve my hometown and motherland with
painting after schooling. However, due to historical reasons, my two elder brothers were living in Taiwan. One was an
officer of Kuomintang and another was serviced in the Flying Tigers. I was sent to labor for 22 years in the Left Line. Until

1981, after the reform and opening to the outside, I reinstated my post and pay. I retired in 1989.

A product of a painter is based on the painter’s internal feelings and experience. It is not a sudden inspiration with

meaningless crazy ideas.

Based on my experience, I decided to focus on Zhongkui’s painting. I continued and developed my skills on this

for fights against corrupt officials, for the happy life of our future generations, our motherland, and worldwide humanity.
That was my wish with these introductory remarks.

Li Jiangyu
Midnight of the Mid-Autumn Festival, 2005



