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Prelude

Dong Jiao Min Xiang is a name related to the humble modern history of China, a district full of western modern buildings in Beijing City, as well as
a place reserving a complete memory surrounded by high buildings and large mansions in modern Beijing.

City is a history book, which reflects the situation of every aspect of the society and economy in a region. The construction of Beijing City includes
the Forbidden City in Ming and Qing Dynasty, and Ten Buildings, cloverleaf junctions and subways in modern times. It consists of ancient and
modern essence, and the proud and disgrace coexist. The typical proud building is the Forbidden City in Ming and Qing Dynasty, which is a rare
perfect building in the city construction of the whole world for its mode and vigor. However, the spirit of feudalism and bureaucratism it presents is
influential in Beijing, thus seriously influences the rational development of the construction of Beijing City. The typical humble building is Dong Jiao
Min Xiang, which witnessed the countries of imperialism opening the door of China by force and invading the material and culture of China.
However, the western modern buildings of various styles have become parts of the ancient Beijing which was precise in distribution and consistent
in building style, and made the construction history of Beijing more abundant. Dong Jiao Min Xiang is a necessary part in the construction history
of Beijing City.

As one of the construction personnel of Beijing City and a senior engineer engaging in the design of engineering structure, Li Youwu is interested
in photography. He walks in the city and the lanes in his spare time, and takes many photos of the old and the modern Beijing. Comrade Li Youwu
is well versed in the fields of photograph skill and arts. His works have won award in the contest for many times, and he is a member of China
Photographer Association. In recent years, he completed many photograph albums. The Lingering Sunset Glow is his latest work. He reflects the
historical remain and the western modern building art of Dong Jiao Min Xiang and records the place bringing on deep memory in the modern
history of China by unique photography language. Meanwhile, it provides the protection of Beijing which is famous for historical culture with
precious resource.

Wang Yin
Deputy Chief Planner and Concurrently Director of Detailed Planning Department
Beijing Municipal Institute of City Planning & Design
December,2005
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In Beijing, the resplendent and magnificent Forbidden City is surrounded by an atmosphere consists of gray color and green trees, which form the
fixed cultural characteristic of the tradition building of the city. However, in the district of 62.48 hectares close to the southeast corner of the Forbidden
City, there arises another foreign characteristic. It makes the person in it feel various fine western buildings and historical fragment floating in the
breeze. That is Dong Jiao Min Xiang.

Dong Jiao Min Xiang old embassy district is an area possessing the most western modern buildings in Beijing, as well as the origin of many important
events in Chinese history. In 1901, Dong Jiao Min Xiang is divided as the embassy district after the sign of the Boxer Protocol, and it extended to the
district with east to the present Inner Street of Chongwen Gate, south to the East Street of Qian Gate, west to the east side of Tiananmen, and north
to the east Chang'an Street, with an area of 62.84 hectares, including Dong Jiao Min Xiang, the first, second and third section of Taiji Factory Street,
Xing Hua Street, and so on. Meanwhile, the district of foreign style showed its special characteristic in the atmosphere of Chinese traditional culture,
and influenced modern Beijing building to a certain extent. The coexistence and combination of the style of western building and Chinese traditional
building in Beijing influenced the latter modern building very much, and made Dong Jiao Min Xiang special in the modern construction history of China
and one of the historical culture protection zones.

After many years, many changes have taken place here, and some old buildings have disappeared or have been ruined. The time makes obvious
marks here. Each time | come here, | feel the connotation of the history. A ruined wall and a pair of stone lions having experienced war and plunder are
able to recall you of the faraway ancient times.
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At the first time, Dong Jiao Min Xiang was just an ordinary street outside Beijing City for the trade of the food and rice from the south. It was named
as East Jiang Mi Xiang, and was called Jiang Mi Xiang together with the West Jiang Mi Xiang.

In Yong Le period of Ming Dynasty, the inner city was enlarged, and Dong Jiao Min Xiang was divided into the city. As it was near to the Forbidden
City, it gradually became the place for the government to receive the foreigner and minorities, and many royal temples selects here as the site.

However, the right reason why Dong Jiao Min Xiang is so memorable is that after the sign of the Boxer Protocol, Dong Jiao Min Xiang and its
surrounding area was divided as the foreign embassy district. The invading countries were permitted to garrison and defense casually in Beijing,
and Chinese people were forbidden to enter. It became a country in China.

From then on, Dong Jiao Min Xiang was never the name for a street again. It became the name for the district of special meaning with east to the
present Inner Street of Chongwen Gate, south to the East Street of Qian Gate, west to the east side of Tiananmen. and north to the east Chang'an
Street, with an area of 62.84 hectares, as well as the origin of many important events in Chinese modern history.
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