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The similarity between English and Chinese intonations and its Implication
to Teach Chinese as Foreign Language

LIN Maocan LI Aijun

Abstract Chinese is a tone language while English is not, but in the study of Chinese and English
intonation systems, both differences and similarities are identified in the phonetic manifestations
and phonetic features of focal prominence and boundary tone in questions and statements.
Therefore, there are similarities in intonations in English and Chinese. For learners of Chinese as a
foreign language to overcome “foreign accent” in intonation, it is important to keep the pitch range
between the FO peak and valley on the accented syllable wide enough, and at the same time,
maintain a significantly narrower pitch range following the focal prominent position and a
somewhat narrower range before. In addition, the FO rising and lowering effects at the boundary in
questions and statements are adjustments on the tonal FO contour of the syllable right at the
boundary. The evidence of the intonation similarities in English and Chinese is presented and
motivation and implications discussed.

Key words Chinese, English, Intonation, “Similar” and “different”, Similarity
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Prosodic Hierarchical Boundaries in Quatrain and Its Perception
LI Weijun YANG Yufang

Abstract Quatrain is a kind of special discourse with rich prosodic hierarchies. In ancient Chinese
poetries, a foot (meter) is often comprised of two characters and a “three-character-foot” is a relatively
independent meaning-unit. According to this, there are four layers in the prosodic hierarchy of a quatrain:
foot boundary, phonological phrase boundary, intonational phrase boundary and couplet boundar.
Phonetic analysis showed that boundaries in different levels systematically varied in FO, duration of
pre-boundary syllable, pause duration and loudness. Results of an ERP experiment revealed that except
for the foot boundary, the other three kinds of boundaries all evoked significant closure positive shift
(CPS). Moreover, as hierarchical level became higher, the latency of the CPS became longer. The results
indicated that listeners could represent boundaries within quatrains in a hierarchical way. In the contrary, a
P3 was elicited at the end of quatrains, suggesting that different kinds of boundaries played various
cognitive functions.

Key words Hierarchical boundary, Quatrain, Acoustic feature, Perception
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REG R ZSMEE, Kb kmE .
BAEMAKRERSR]. L8, 25l
X RERARE TN . HE/MEIR, HReR
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() FE B B B KA Wi ) N 5 (PPB,  pho-
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FE R ELTZE, FRAEH (Foot).
IRl A) L FE Rk ) . AJIR). A) I RNE B DY
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BfE—E A E FEE HIFE B e,
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HEEA R L RGha Hrifs ) B
FEp AT RELH B2 R, B RIXRE S RIS
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AR FE 2R
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ERHEHLE4EME 50 8, H— 5%
g FENEREEPRG]; REANGIEEE
BIKZ) 3cm, UBARREEMFRRKE. K
FANEEEHIRER, EERMEIIRN
BRI A FTR A E LL NSP #5830
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