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Abstract

Annual Report on Religions in China (2016) is contributed by Prof. Yonghui
Qiu, editor-in-chief in the Institute of World Religions, Chinese Academy of
Social Sciences, together with the following invited experts: Prof. Lizhu Fan
(Fudan University) , Prof. Qiaogui Zhang (Dali University) , Prof. Jianmin Gai
( Sichuan University) , Prof. Zhuang Ge ( Shanghai Academy of Social Sciences) ,
Dr. Yongsi Liu ( Minzu University of China), Prof. Xiaoyi Chen ( Guangdong
Committee for Ethnic and Religion Affairs ), and Prof. Hong Bai ( Wuhan
Polytechnic University ) , as well as other seven specialists from the Institute of
World Religions, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences: Xiaofeng Tang, Jinguo
Chen, Huawei Li, Hengtan Shi and Henghao Liang.

Since China began to implement “the Belt and Road Initiative” in 2015, it
has not only tied China more closely with the counties along the road from
omnibearing, but also Chinese religions and the religious cultures in the world. By
sorting out the religious patterns of the countries along the road, this report
presents that “ The Belt and Road Initiative” is also the belt of religions and a road
of religious culture; It is inevitable and crucial that the religious culture exchanges
and dialogues within countries along the road are intended to carry forward the
cultural exchanges of the “ people-to-people bond” and civilizational mutual
learning. The report summarizes the development of Chinese religions in 2015,
and points that Chinese religious organizations are trying to improve themselves to
display the positive functions of religions by serving society. Under the background
of “The Belt and Road Initiative” , Chinese religious organizations are actively
involved in the cultural construction of “The Belt and Road Initiative” through
learning, discussing and advising. The report stresses on certain aspects for think
tank of “The Belt and Road Initiative” to study on religious culture; First,

Chinese think tank should carry out the humanities research on religious culture to
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excavate the traditional heritage and make the classic serve the present; Second,
Chinese think tank should focus on practical research to establish the platform of
religious dialogues for building “The Belt and Road Initiative” ; Third, Chinese
think tank should analyze the potential security risks in building “ The Belt and
Road Initiative” through clarifying “religious factors” and “religious issues” , and
estimate promptly the religious security and risk assessment of “The Belt and Road
Initiative” . Again, considering long-term development, the report emphasizes the
target-setting of the religion in China from a strategic height of global culture, and
makes strategies for religious culture. Meanwhile, considering the construction of
“The Belt and Road Initiative”, the strategy of “ Going Out” for Chinese
religious culture is needed to be developed, to strengthen cultural exchanges in
building “ The Belt and Road Initiative” , and promote the mutual learning among
civilizations.

“Reports on Major Religions” includes seven reports, which respectively
presented the development situations of Chinese Buddhism, Taoism, Islam,
Christianity, Catholicism, Confucianism, and Folk Beliefs in 2016. It also
discusses the hot issues of each religion. “ Report on Buddhism” focuses on
problems of cyber religion; “Report on Taoism” pays more attention to Taoist
health preserving culture; “Report on Islam” studies the problem of itinerant
Muslim; “Report on Christianity” captures the features of college students’ belief
conditions; “Report on Catholicism” analyzes the issues of social care; “Report
on Confucianism” explores the revival of contemporary Confucianism; and
“Report on Folk Beliefs” takes Guangdong province as an example to summarize
the methods for effective governance of folk beliefs.

“Report on Hot Issues” concerns the new trends, situations and problems
occurred in the Christian faith of Chinese minorities, which mainly contains;
Christian own problem caused by the inadaptation to the social changes of
minorities; the relationship problem brought by the conflicts between Christianity
and the traditional cultures; the opposite problem induced by the religious
infiltration and the spread of cults. The report suggests that we should promote the
indigenization, rationalization, communization and commonweal of Christianity in

Chinese minorities, and ensure that it can develop health along the right track
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adaptable to the socialist society.

“Special Reports” contains three reports that present the religious situations in
Chaoshan area, Guangdong province. These reports had discussions on the current
situations and reflections of Christianity in Chaoshan area, the interactions between
churches in Chaoshan area and overseas and its characteristics, and the development
of Christianity in the pattern of religion pluralism through the comparative study
between Shantou and Xiamen area. The reports demonstrate the current situations
and problems of religion in Chaoshan area, and make policy suggestions to
encourage the Christian groups to perform social services and charity works, and to

prompt the local Christian churches to develop healthily.
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