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It was a cold winter’s morning and snowflakes were
falling gently. The queen was sitting alone by the window,
embroidering, but she was not thinking about her work.
Her mind was wandering. For some time now, she and her
husband, the king, had wanted to have a child, but no baby
had arrived. This morning the queen was thinking how
wonderful life would be if only she did have one.

While she was thinking about this, she accidentally
pricked her finger and a drop of blood fell onto the cloth. As
she watched it, she said to herself, “I would like a child who is
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cheerful and charming, with lips as red as this drop of blood,
hair as black as coal, and skin as white as snow.”

Perhaps a good fairy heard the queen’s prayer, because it
was not long before her wish came true. A child was born, and
she was called Snow White.

But soon afterwards, the queen was stricken with an
unknown illness. No one could help her—neither the doctors
summoned from all over the kingdom, nor the wise men who
came from the Orient.

For months after the queen died, the king spent all his
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time comforting his daughter. But the kingdom needed him to
rule it, and he had many duties to carry out. He didnt want
Snow White to grow up without a mother, then he made a
decision—he would marry again, even though he knew that
no one could ever take the place of his beloved queen, either
in his heart or in that of his daughter.

The king chose a very beautiful woman as his new
wife, tall and elegant. Her carriage arrived at court one cold
autumn morning and the crowd that had gathered to see her

were enchanted. She curtsied to the king, who had come
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out to greet her, and went into the castle, followed by two
footmen who were carefully carrying a very large, heavy
parcel, wrapped in material.

Many hours later, when she was finally alone in her room,
the woman went across to parcel and threw aside the material to
reveal a mirror, which she propped up against the wall.

As she gazed at her reflection in the mirror, an incredible
thing happened. Little by little, her face changed. Her hair

transformed into long feathers and a beak stuck out in place
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