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THE E{SE\('E OF COLLECTIONS AT THE CHINA ACCOUNTING MUSEUM

PREFACE

It is a great pleasure to contribute remarks about the
importance of the work of the China Accounting Museum,
not only from the perspective of the development of
practices and institutions in China, but also because there
is important global significance to the undertakings of
the museum and this publication. This volume represents
a 'portable' visual tour of a highly valued portion of
the museum's holdings, so that historians, students and
scholars around the world will be able to appreciate
and share in the museum's collection consistent with
the museum's mission to support cultural exchange and
awareness.

Congratulations on this initial publication regarding the
collection of China Accounting Museum.

Gary John Previts
October 2015
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THE ESSENCE OF COLLECTIONS AT'THE CHINA ACCOUNTING MUSEUM

FOREWORD

The function of a museum is to collect and protect the achievements of
human civilization, and to display it to the world through various media.
The publication of catalogues of a museum’s collections is an important
means for carrying out this function.

The China Accounting Museum has as its mission the promotion
of human achievements in the field of accounting. On the basis of
its large number of historic and cultural relics collected to date, the
Museum is pleased to publish this series entitled 7he Essence of the
Collections at the China Accounting Museum. Our preliminary research
has produced a combined graphic and literary portrayal of human
endeavors in accounting. We present the results to interested readers
for their appreciation. Even if incomplete, we believe that they are still
a contribution to the dissemination of achievements in this important
domain.

This series consists of six volumes. In addition to this comprehensive
volumes, the other planned volumes will cover accounting instruments,
account books, deeds and receipts, financial reports, and certificates and
licenses.They will be published in installments over the next several years.

Rome was not built in one day. We believe that, with the attention and
support of readers like you, this modest effort in disseminating accounting
history and culture, will merge with other similar efforts in extending the
inquiries of accounting history far into the future.

Editor
October 2015
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INSTRUMENTS

Accounting is a comprehensive social management system
refers to many aspects as measurement, recording, reporting
andting and managerial contral. Imprintings of accounting
civilization remains in different areas, cultures and social
organizations .A variety of objects and tools being left, which
as an important witness of the evolution of human civilization
and its historical achievements. In this part of the book, we
selected 44 pieces of CAM collections, including measuring
instruments, recording tools, badges and plaques, coin related

goods, accounting supplies, and etc..
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