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SECTION A MINI-LECTURE

In this section you will hear a mini-lecture. You will hear the mini-lecture ONCE
ONLY. While listening to the mini-lecture, please complete the gap-filling task on ANSWER
SHEET ONE and write NO MORE THAN THREE WORDS for each gap. Make sure the
word(s) you fill in is (are) both grammatically and semantically acceptable. You may use
the blank sheet for note-taking.

You have THIRTY seconds to preview the gap-filling task.

Now, listen to the mini-lecture. When it is over, you will be given THREE minutes to

check your work.

Understanding Academic Lectures
Listening to academic lectures is an important task for university students. Then, how
can we comprehend a lecture efficiently?

I. Understand all (1) ‘ (1)
A. words

B. (2) (2)

—(3) (3)

—(4) (4)

—(5) (5)

II. Adding information
A. lecturers: sharing information with audience

B. listeners: (6) (6)
C. sources of information
—knowledge of (7) (7)
—(8) of the world (8)

D. listening involving three steps:
—hearing



—(9) (9)
—(10) (10)

L (11) (1)
A. reasons:
—(12) (12)
—save time
B. (13) (13)
—content
—(14) (14)

IV. Evaluating while listening
A. helps to decide the (15) of notes (15)

B. helps to remember information

SECTION B INTERVIEW

In this section you will hear ONE interview. The interview will be divided into TWO
parts. At the end of each part, five questions will be asked about what was said. Both the
interview and the questions will be spoken ONCE ONLY. After each question there will be
a ten-second pause. During the pause, you should read the four choices of A), B), C) and
D), and mark the best answer to each question on ANSWER SHEET TWO.

You have THIRTY seconds to preview the questions.

Now, listen to Part One of the interview. Questions 1 to 5 are based on Part One of

the interview.

1. A. Doing what they have promised to schools.
B. Creating opportunities for leading universities.
C. Reducing opportunities for state school pupils.
D. Considering removing barriers for state school pupils.
2. A. The interviewer.
B. Theresa May.
C. John Major.
D. The present Prime Minister.
3. A. To recall that John Major is the Prime Minister.
B. To illustrate precisely what the present government is saying.
C. To propose that the government should give people opportunity and choice.
D To mean everyone has opportunity and choice.



4. A. The government has lowered state pupils’ expectations.
B. The number of state pupils applying to Oxford fails to increase.
C. Universities are not working hard to accept state school pupils.
D. Leading universities are rejecting state school pupils.

5. A.lt'sabout | percent.
B. It's over I percent.
C. It's about 4.5 percent.
D. It's over 4.5 percent.

Now, listen to Part Two of the interview. Questions 6 to 10 are based on Part Two of

the interview.

6.

>

. They have been doing nothing.

. They tried to work as hard as they could.

. They failed to make some efforts.

. The conversation didn’t talk about it.

. It means more funding from education authorities.

. It means more opportunities and choices.

. It means greater power to run schools.

. It means getting all the money and deciding how to spend it.
. Local education authorities and secondary schools together.

. Local education authorities and the central government.

0 w» o0 nNw» ONW

. Local education authorities only.

-

). The central government only.
. To initiate new topics.

. To support the interviewee.

. To introduce new policies.

. To explain some statistics.
10.  A. Ambiguous.
. Supportive.

. Neutral.

N w00 w >

. Critical.
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1 g Tl w Understanding Academic Lectures
Topic: Understanding Academic Good morning, everybody. Now, at the
Lectures university, you, as students, are often called on to

‘perform many types of listening tasks: listening in a

Listening to academic lectures is an - group discussion, listening to a teacher on a

important task for university one-to-one basis, and listening to academic lectures.
students. Then, how can we So, what I'm going to talk about today is what a
~comprehend a lecture efficiently? jistener needs to be able to do in order to comprehend

an academic lecture efficiently.
OK. What do you need to do in order to

understand the lecture? Now, there are four things

[ Understand all (1) parts
carrying meaning

that I'm going to talk about. [ 1 | The first thing is that

you need to be aware of all of the parts of the

A. words .
language that carry meaning. You all know that
B. (2) other features . R
words carry meaning. So, you've got to be aware of the
—(3) stress

. i vocabulary of the language, [ 2] but there are some
—(4) intonation

| . [3] i
(5) rhythm other features. [ 3| For one thing you need to be

aware of stress. Let me give you an example: " went
to the bar”, “I went to the bar”. It makes a difference.

In the second example I'm stressing the fact that it was



1L

[11.

Adding information

A.

lecturers: sharing

me, and not someone else. So that this means that
|4 | Now, the next thing

you might want to listen for is intonation. For

stress has some meaning.

example, if I say “He came.”, “He came?” There are two |
different meanings: one is a statement, the other one is
a question. | 5] And another thing you need to listen
‘for is thythm. For instance, “Can you see, Mary?"‘
versus  “Can you see Mary?" da-da-Da-da-da...
da-da-da-Da-da. Those two mean something different:
in the first one, they are talking directly to Mary,
~while the second one means “Can you see Mary‘..‘
over there?”
Now, the next thing you must do when you listen

is that you need to add information that the lecturer

information with audience ' expects you to add. All lecturers assume that they

listeners: (6) adding
information

sources of information
—knowledge of (7)
subject

—(8) knowledge or
experience of the world
listening involving three
steps:

—hearing

—(9) reinterpreting
—(10) adding

(11) Predicting while

listening

A.

reasons:

share some information with their audience and that
their audience does not need them to explain every
word. [ 6] And listeners have an ability to add this
information due to two sources of information, [7]
that is, one, their knowledge of a particular subject
[8] and, two, their knowledge or experience of the
world. So, remember: listening is not a matter of just
absorbing the speaker’s words; the listener has to do
more than that. The listener is not a tape recorder,
absorbing the speaker’s words and putting them into
his or her brain, rather listening involves hearing the
| speaker’s words | 9] and reinterpreting them, | 10 |
adding information if necessary. So, the meaning is
not in the word alone, rather it is in the person who
uses it or responds to it, [ 10 | so that the second thing
that a listener must do..add information that the
lecturer assumes that they share.

OK. [ 11] The third thing that a listener needs to
do, and this is to me the most important thing of all,

and that’s to predict as you listen. Now, let me give



B.

—(12) overcome noise
—save time

(13) types of prediction
—content

—(14) organization

you two reasons why you have to predict. |12 ] For
one thing, if you predict it helps you overcome noise.
What do I mean by noise? Maybe, there’s noise
outside and you can’t hear me, maybe you're in the
back of the room and you can’t hear all that well,
maybe the microphone doesn’t work, maybe there’s
noise inside your head. By that I mean maybe you're
thinking of something else, and then all of a sudden,
you'll remember... oh!... I've got to listen! By being
able to predict during the lecture, you can just keep
listening to the lecture and not lose the idea of what’s
going on. So, predicting is important to help you
overcome outside noise and inside noise. And another
reason that predicting is important is because it saves
you time. Now when you listen you need time to think
about the information, relate it to old ideas, take notes,
and if you're only keeping up with what I'm saying or
what the lecturer’s saying, you have no time to do that.
And T’ll bet a lot of you are having that problem right
now because it’s so hard just to follow everything I'm
saying, that you don’t have time to note down ideas.
So, predicting saves you time. If you can guess what
I'm going to say, you're able to take notes, you're able
to think, you have more time. OK? [13] And there
are two types of predictions that you can make: [ 14|
predictions of content and predictions of organization.
Let me give you an example, in terms of content. If
you hear the words “because he loved to cook... his
favorite room was...”, what would you expect?
“Kitchen.” You can guess this because you know
people cook in the kitchen. OK? And you can also
predict organization. So if I was going to tell you a
story, you’d expect me to tell you why the story is
important, give you a setting for the story. So you



have expectation of what the speaker is going to talk
about, and how the speaker would organize his or her
words.

IV. Evaluating while listening Now let’s come to the last thing a listener must

A. helps to decide the (15)  do: the listener must evaluate, as he or she is listening,

content of notes decide what's important, what's not, decide how
B. helps to remember something relate to something else. OK? There are,
information again, two reasons for this. [ 15] The first one

is evaluating helps you to decide what to take notes
about: What's important to write down? What's not
important to write down? And the second reason is
that evaluating helps you to keep information. Studies
have shown that we retain more information, if ideas
are connected to one another, rather than just
individually remembered. So for example, if T give
you five ideas that are not related to one another,
that's much more difficult to remember than five ideas
that are related. So, you can see, evaluating helps you
to remember information better because it connects
ideas to one another.

OK, from what [’ve said so far, you can see

there’s a lot involved in listening to lectures: language

awareness, adding information, making predictions
and evaluations. I hope these will be useful to you in

lecture comprehension.

. [ZE ] parts carrying meaning8carriers of meaningZmeaning carriers
(o] 438 HE Sy %A
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UM T YA, i U R i understand all i HERT, 25 R b S (19 4 44 1A 0 44 1R
il UFEE R A R T B HIE 1) 35 A all of the parts of the language that carry meaning,
B JORS T A = 4> %105 . B parts carrying meaning, 4 #X carriers of meaning 5 meaning
carriers L4,
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[FHT | AT 75 M L Ak 2 8 1) P 8 S e words i i B2 11, AT 0 2% B i) g i 1 o7
FwordsZ J5 . PEREHE, B 1 IRNE, 454 some other featuresihy B 1 &, B ALFIA L
AU I 3 6 features, 025 %8 My other features, £ % A B 4355 W 1 Jit SC 1 (¥ some other
featurestis EAffi, 1B FUR T T B 19 460K
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4, Wyou might want to listen for is intonation, i fiij %% % )5 Aintonation .

5. [ZZE] rhythm [ ] AR H S S b
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FPRAE . % 72T B intonation B FEEERAANEEL, N SO AT RLIE R A) L e Y And
another thing you need to listen for is rhythmfitzs 722011k, Elirhythm.,

6. [%2] adding information [ 8] 200 H RS R4 7 AL
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7. [ZFR]subject [ ] A48 3 R FES 2540

AR |y B o] R 3o R % 0 e s ORI, A 55— B, JRZ8 T s
inlknowledge of, [ s 7 Ff -4 3 B8 2% i) that s, one.. ), % A2 5l 0 3 g gt 2%
ZEITAE . S E i knowledge of a particular subject, fif DA% 28] LUK fj A subject,
#Ra particular subject. particular subjects . a subject#B i L. A B 1k HAE -5 292 000 %1t
I, £ A L R S subject P AT
8. [&E] knowledge or experience [ 5 ] 2R H A FEF 2 ib

(REHT | Ry % o S5l B B AR . A B85 B A as ok, RRERLHS , 14
s AR B T and two..., F68 TIZIBUE E T



