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Spring is here and
Cuckoo has laid an egg.
But she doesn’t know
how to hatch it, so she
decides to ask Aunty
Hen.
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Aunty Hen is good at hatching eggs. She sits gently
on the eggs all day long and sometimes forgets to eat.
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Cuckoo goes up to Aunty
Hen and asks: “*How do you
hatch eggs, Aunty?”’ The hen
answers: I keep them warm
for 21 days with my body.
Then the baby chicks come
out.”
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Cuckoo shakes her head. “That’s
too hard, sitting there all that
time.” And Cuckoo flies away.
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She flies to the desert where
she sees a pair of ostriches.
They have dug a hole and
put stones and dry grass in it
for a nest. Mama Ostrich has
laid her eggs in the nest.
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When Cuckoo asks the os-
triches what they were
doing, they say, “We're
going to welcome the new
life.”” *“*And how do you
hatch your eggs?” asks
Cuckoo.
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Daddy Ostrich says: “I sit on the
eggs most of the time. I’'m bigger
and can cover them better than
Mama Ostrich.”
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Imagine letting Mama Ostrich
go out looking for food while
Daddy Ostrich sits at home!
And Cuckoo flies away again.
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Next Cuckoo comes
to a forest where she
sees Mother and
Father Hornbill mak-
ing a nest in a
tree trunk. Father
Hornbill mixes mud |
and twigs and seals
Mother Hornbill in-
side, with only a tiny
hole for her to see out.
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Cuckoo asks what they’re doing,
and when she’s told they’re going
to welcome the new life too, she
asks, “How do you hatch eggs?”
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Father Hornbill  says,
“*Mother Hornbill lays her
eggs in the nest and sits on
them. I bring her food every
day. The baby hornbills
peck a hole in the nest and
make their way out.™
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Cuckoo says, “Too
much trouble!"” And
she flies away.
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Cuckoo flies to the beach.
There she sees Mama
Tortoise lay six eggs and
cover them with sand.
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