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Preface

The development of the art of Taiwanese women artists is an integral part of
Taiwan's art history. With art in the 21st century continually evolving and shifting, it is
worth considering in greater depth women artists' viewpoints on life. In their art, how do
they represent subjects and issues important to them? What characteristics does their
art display? How do they define their personal circumstances? How do they express
their views on the people, events and objects that they come across in their daily lives,
and indeed their own situations? By exploring these women artists’ points of view, can
we present an accurate picture of their personally recorded histories?

Selecting pieces from its own collection and a small number of borrowed works,
the National Taiwan Museum of Fine Arts has conceived Duel Regard — The Views from
Taiwanese Women's Arts  a look at the development of the art of Taiwanese women
artists. Duel Regard in particular explores how Taiwanese woman artists view traditional
artistic subjects such as people, events, and objects, and how they have dealt with them
in their art. The exhibition features female artists from different social backgrounds and
different eras, ranging from the Japanese colonial period to today. It is the NTMOFA's
hope that Duel Regard will allow audiences to get to know these artists, their art, and
their interpretations of "the other," as glimpsed in their examinations of people, objects,
places, and ideas in their art.

Different generations of women artists come from different social contexts. But they
all find themselves stood facing a metaphorical mirror from where they simultaneously
observe and are drawn between objective and subjective viewpoints, and from where
they examine the relationship between them. Between “seeing" and "being seen,” does
a subtler quality of art exist? From these finer observations and imaginations, how do
they express that quality of authenticity, which irreplaceable and appealing works of
art desire to deliver? In between "seeing” and "being seen," perhaps the opportunity
will arise to understand in depth how these Taiwanese women artists view the world
we inhabit, and how they trigger the endless possible connections that exist between
"you" and "me" (and "you" and "us"). With over one hundred works of art on display in
Duel Regard, the NTMOFA presents an exclusive look at the viewpoints of Taiwanese
women artists. These viewpoints not only form the personal histories of these women
but together also represent a unique chapter in the history of Taiwanese art.

e

Hsueh Pao-shia
Director, National Taiwan Museum of Fine Arts
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