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In this branch of our treatise, ...the opinions of writers, as well as the
judgments of tribunals, have hitherto been wildly confused and conflicting:
Germen, Frenchmen, English, and Americans, often stand in marked opposition
to one another; but all agree in evincing the most lively interest in the questions
which it embraces, in an effort after approximation and agreement, such as is

found in no other department of jurisprudence.
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