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ABSTRACT

This book studies the taxation of the Nanjing Republican Gov-
ernment( NRG) between 1927 and 1937. It provides an outline of
the changes in tax policy during this period and objectively evaluates
the positive and negative effects of the NRG’s tax policy.

The introduction surveys the existing Chinese and foreign liter-
ature on tax policy during the Nanjing Decade, and presents the var-
ious sources used in the study. It describes three important charac-
teristics of tax policy in general.

Chapter one is about tariffs which played a chief role in the tax
ation of the NRG. Firstly, it introduces the efforts towards “tariff
autonomy  made by the NRG, pointing out that the main principles
of “tariff autonomy” were put forward by BeiYang Government in
1925; Secondly, it explains the profound innovations regarding
“tariff autonomy” which were carried out by Song Ziwen; Thirdly,
it describes the adjustments and expedient measures made by Kong
Xiangxi on the basis of Song’ s system; Finally, it evaluates the
achievements and insufficiencies of the tariff reform.

Chapter two discusses the salt tax,. the abuses in levying salt
tax and the reforms carried out by Song Ziwen and Kong Xiangxi,
as well as the frustrated innovations regarding salt tax during this

period; Lastly, it criticizes the salt tax system and the policies
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which was characteristic of raising the rates of taxation.

Chapter three is about excise. Firstly, it analyses the motives
for cancelling the Likin and beginning to collect excise; Then, it
sorts out the historical evolution of nine kinds of excises and quasi-
excises: cigarette, flour, cotton yarn, match, cement, domestic
tabacco, flue-cured tobacoo, domestic wine, alcohol and beer. It al-
so explains the expansion of the geographic scope of the excise tax;
Lastly, it analyses the shortcomings of the new excise which reflect-
ed the historical trend.

Chapter four discusses the other important taxes of the NRG,
especially the changes in the rate of the stamp tax, the management
of the stamp tax and the relationship between the stamp tax and lo-
cal public finance authorities. It analyzes the general situation of
wine and tabacco tax for the first time and minutely analyzes the as-
sociations between this tax and other taxes. It discusses the mining
tax, which was essential and excise tax, and the income tax which
was very progressive for the time.

Chapter five, is in accordance with Marxist economic theory,
the author makes an assessment of the tax policy of the NRG. First-
ly, it discusses the question of “how to levy tax”, criticizes the
method of increasing tax revenue by raising the rates of taxation,
and points out that we can not regard the tax policy of the NRG in
the light of patterns of modern economic theories; Secondly, it dis-
cusses the question of “which taxes should be levied”, studies the
role and position of the taxes of the NRG in their historical evolution
according to the taxation theories and principles, and points out the
semi-feudal, semi-modern characteristics of the NRG’s tax policy;

Finally, it discusses the question of “what is the purpose of the tax
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revenue , indicates that most of the revenue of the NRG was so
nonconstructive that caused the depression of the domestic industries
and commerce, affected the attitude of the common people to the
rule of the NRG.

Chapter six discusses the local taxes, mainly the feudal land
tax, business tax, contract tax, house tax, exorbitant taxes and
levies. It reveals the rules and regulation of every main tax, then

proceed to analyze the results, and try to find the reasons.
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