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In his autobiography, Darwin himself speaks of his intellectual power,

Darwin’ Jntellectual Power

with extraordinary modesty. He points out that he always experienced much
difficulty in expressing himself clearly and concisely, but he believes that this
very difficulty may have had the compensating advantage of forcing him to
think long and intently about every sentence, and thus enabling him to detect
errors in reasoning and in his own observations. He disclaimed the possession
of any great quickness of apprehension or wit, such as distinguished Huxley.
He asserted, also, that his power to follow a long and purely abstract train of
thought was very limited, for which reason he felt certain that he never could
have succeeded with mathematics. His memory, too, be described as extensive,
but hazy. So poor in one sense was it that he never could remember for more
than a few days a single date or a line of poetry. On the other hand, he did not
accept as well founded the charge made by some of his critics that, while he
was a good observer, he had no power of reasoning. This, he thought, could
not be true, because the Origin of Species is one long argument from the
beginning to the end, and has convinced many able men. No one, he submits,
could have written it without possessing some power of reasoning. He was
willing to assert that “I have a fair share of invention, and of common sense or
judgment, such as every fairly successful lawyer or doctor must have, but not, I
believe, in any higher degree.” He adds humbly that perhaps he was “superior
to the common run of men in noticing things which easily escape attention,
and in observing them carefully.”

Writing in the last year of his life, he expressed the opinion that in two
or three respects his mind had changed during the preceding twenty or thirty

,,,,,,,,,,,, G



years. Up to the age of thirty or beyond it poetry of many kinds gave him great
pleasure. Formerly, too, pictures had given him considerable, and music very
great, delight. In 1881, however, he said: “Now for many years I cannot endure
to read a line of poetry; I have tried lately to read Shakespeare, and found it
so intolerably dull that it nauseated me. I have also almost lost my taste for
pictures or music. Music generally sets me thinking too energetically of what
I have been at work on, instead of giving me pleasure. I retain some taste for
fine scenery, but it does not cause me the exquisite delight which it formerly
did.” Darwin was convinced that the loss of these tastes was not only a loss of
happiness, but might possibly be injurious to the intellect, and more probably
to the moral character.

( A 7% 3£4% 2008, 465 words )

§p e Esin
1. In his autobiography, Darwin himself speaks of his intellectual power, with
extraordinary modesty. i /R SCTEMAY F A& h R LR R 3] 1 O 198 TR0
» intellectual power & JJGES1, Bl “F J1”. extraordinary modesty % H 3
. Darwin jk/K 3 (Charles Robert, 1809—1882), #[EHY~-%, ki)
ol
2. He points out that he always experienced much difficulty in expressing himself
clearly and concisely, but he believes that this very difficulty may have had the
compensating advantage of forcing him to think long and intently about every
sentence, and thus enabling him to detect errors in reasoning and in his own
observations. flifig i, il EU/EBRMEFWIEE R EACWER. HAHE,
P IE SR B RNE 7 s b A RMERE A 75 LU kR, A At A e (] O JE B 22
VLI — ], ATREZE se BITEHERE R b . 76 A COoRIRDEE i SR LE 3R
w Wi &b 75 i M 4] He points out..., but he believes that... 7] Dl 88 J5 SC it 7 1%
e fhfg - , B At ARLE -~ the compensating advantage #M21E L4 /
i, WERR “BHRKERE". advantage 5 BHHRMRIK, HFR b
(i il < B 18] & O BB 5 — A%, O HL IR fih B 52 58 3 B 1R X FE— R f
7L BEERRRM O, AIEEM CRET i, iRl s sk
WERL" SRS R — MR T A A, R M R L X R S, T DK
the compensating advantage 732 —4], MEVAIA, FE 455k K a A fil
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He disclaimed the possession of any great quickness of apprehension or wit,

such as distinguished Huxley. i &1\ F CL AR 58K 0 R B2 HRAE AT S8 0 i tH

FIVE &

w disclaim vt. N5~ A, fE4iKIN, distinguished adj. &% #4117, ST .
Huxley #7552 (1825—1895), ¥ EMY-% . HEXR.

. He asserted, also, that his power to follow a long and purely abstract train of

thought was very limited, for which reason he felt certain that he never could

have succeeded with mathematics. fliif % Fx, HCHEESN H AR, ML T

Kot mais B4, kT —EHE, fhE H RS T RAATTREA (T4

EH .

WX E — A MR NI E A, HHERSH A He asserted
that..., he felt certain that... ( {75 FK / R iA Ky---ee , ik g e ) IX ]
WA S R, BRI A S, R EE RN T, T follow FI
succeed PIMAEI IR SCIEBC. A THE FRL, nRgaTEAE —0h =, IR
“MELL” T, never could have succeeded EIFH “H4a AvTREAZN”, 1H “hL
1" Fl mathematics FERCARE, ST % BB PN “FERCH T TRAA AT e
ZHER

. His memory, too, be described as extensive, but hazy. So poor in one sense was

it that he never could remember for more than a few days a single date or a line

of poetry. flifICIZ I WHIE A “TEZHARER ", MIERERE Fal LIgtictZ )

W%, 2Z2EE 1 HIS—ARrad oRiEAMEILEK.

w be described as #JE 25 Hy ----- So poor that... {1t Z 2% A & F+----- in one
sense was it AR FER.

. On the other hand, he did not accept as well founded the charge made by

some of his critics that, while he was a good observer, he had no power of

reasoning. 7y — 7 [, H:4EA$ETEMUE, ek TOEE, (HAIEA i R AR

JJo TABEIAREZ XA, A ERA R,

w X e EA E A LEAPARTE NI R S0, HHESRESI AN . F4): he
did not accept the charge made by... fAEZH - P RS PARTE
while he was a good observer SR E—/~ % TMER A ; [FAEME]: that,
while..., he had no power of reasoning Bfl, &% ------ ({8) A HEHRE T .

BRI )G A S E BN PR AP 55 . —J2 accept as well founded the charge
gk, —RRIGEMNAG], AR ERLS, HERERN T 55 a5
SERRTE . IEH 45 TEF /& accept the charge as well founded (A HF5 1R
ARBETIN LIRS, EUMEEHIA: accept sth. as true ).
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This, he thought, could not be true, because the Origin of Species is one long

argument from the beginning to the end, and has convinced many able men. 1!

INAIXFERAE TR AT I W, B (Rl ) E— KR e, mifleyis

REARZREAE LER,

» Origin of Species ¥ #f ¢ i, one long argument from the beginning to the
end —#HK S Kig, convince v, [f#ff5, {F{5H%, 40: convince sb. of sth. 1%
EAAGEF,

. No one, he submits, could have written it without possessing some power of

reasoning. fliAR, FEA[— A HEEERE I ABRRLE AT HES X FER EVERY .
w submit vz, F5K, AN, ZEY, 4. 1 submit that this should be allowed. #% 48, iX
HOR 4% 133 A5, power of reasoning HEFERE /) .

. He was willing to assert that “I have a fair share of invention, and of common

sense or judgment, such as every fairly successful lawyer or doctor must have,
but not, I believe, in any higher degree.” i 8 R & X i : “FIANFAEIE S .
HARRA W AR R, 5 — R R I e EE AR A L, (B2 AT Tk A
ZAk"
w XM RN G4, 515 NSO 2 FOCERFFEL . a fair share
of invention —fi& 161 /7., in any higher degree L) T{a] 5 &= AUFLE
He adds humbly that perhaps he was “superior to the common run of men in
noticing things which easily escape attention, and in observing them carefully.”
fbiASHiAb e, BOFHC “TEHE RS S (ARG A S Y LU A e %< 07 T
He—M N BALHE
w SEDUE T | IRIFRY R IR G A G, B X A 7 2 AT L B A S5 5
4 superior to i ENR]AK . 53 7b, 51 the common run of men F [ run A4 1i],
H T ZE, ATERERN B AMENL” . superior to the common run of
men [L— A AL superior to LT
Writing in the last year of his life, he expressed the opinion that in two or three
respects his mind had changed during the preceding twenty or thirty years. ik
IR R —FERS T T ACXFEREE: A —=HFE, il
*Eﬁ T =TI .
X 4] 15 H the opinion [ [E] v iF M) that... o] LI E S ¥ MLLHER, the pre-
cedlng twenty or thirty years 7E5GHT — —14F,
Up to the age of thirty or beyond it poetry of many kinds gave him great
pleasure. Formerly, too, pictures had given him considerable, and music very

great, delight. IR, #2KRFaARS B IR RHIRER, XFREL— EHF2E%)] 30 %
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or beyond it | 30 %'5{ 30 % LMJ5; up to —EHF|. considerable adj. 11K
(%) W, HR%ENY.
In 1881, however, he said: “Now for many years I cannot endure to read a line
of poetry; I have tried lately to read Shakespeare, and found it so intolerably
dull that it nauseated me.” {H¥] |7 1881 4F, iK/RCHIBE. « Z4Ek, ik 1T
PR TCEE N T T 2% 15 el 3R K B i3 — s LB U WP &, (RN
B RAGR 1, AR B YRR,
» Shakespeare ¥ - [tV ( 1564—1616 ), J=[ERIfEZ, iF A, so intolerably dull
that it nauseated me ANLAGEEMER. , DA% TAFRAEMNX,
I have also almost lost my taste for pictures or music. Music generally sets me
thinking too energetically of what I have been at work on, instead of giving me
pleasure. XT3l , F AR EHM LRI, & REE ARSI KRR,
IR P S AR A A
» lose taste for {£:------ [ #R . think too energetically &% K% A 7. what I
have been at work on — BT B AR T 4E; at work {T-F 358, 7E T1E.
I retain some taste for fine scenery, but it does not cause me the exquisite
delight which it formerly did. IR 5 LB EHAE T2, (HH R 09 SRl K
ANGIMET T
w retain vz £, {#£F, Q1. retain an appearance of youth £ 43249 4]5%; retain
one’s presence of mind 44 % £ % . the exquisite delight FEU (1) Sk .

. Darwin was convinced that the loss of these tastes was not only a loss of

happiness, but might possibly be injurious to the intellect, and more probably

to the moral character. JA/R CHR(E, KX BB AP AL IR /326, i H.

EATRES 0 B 1), LB T RE S fE BB A, i

wiXE— R WA E & 4], F4]. Darwin was convinced that... 155
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