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Looking China is a cultural experience program sponsored by
Huilin Foundation and hosted by AICCC. It has been successfully run
for six rounds since 2011. The program aims to showcase the contrasting
simplicity and glamour, the antiquity and fashion of China through the
unique perspectives of young international filmmakers. They would
make a 10-minute short documentaries of Chinese culture with the
one-on-one help from a Chinese volunteer as a way to enhance the in-
ternational influence and attractiveness of Chinese culture and to
strengthen the cross-cultural communication, exchange and cooperation

among the younger generations in China and abroad.
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A bright future of the world depends on the young generation. To
create better opportunities and growing environment for them is the
university 's important responsibility. As the Chinese saying goes, “for a
young man to develop well, tens of thousands of books are to be read
and tens of thousands of miles are to be traveled”. In other words, the
purpose of education for the young students cannot be achieved simply
by studying in the library or classroom, they should travel throughout
their countries and the world to broaden their horizons. The other say-
ing is “seeing is believing”, which means the young generation needs to
observe and explore the world with their own eyes.

Already held for six consecutive years since 2011 and gaining wide
attention worldwide nowadays, “Looking China Youth Film Project” is
precisely such kind of program that highlights “traveling” and “seeing”.
For an approximately 20-day schedule, participants from all over the
world get to observe Chinese cities and the lives and families of the peo-

ple from their own perspectives and mindsets, learning about certain as-
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pects of China from the Chinese individuals and families. While it may
not be a long time, I believe many of the young people will gain precious
memories that would last a lifetime. More importantly, during the 20
days, the young foreign and Chinese people really get to know each
other, becoming friends, and eventually growing a bond in friendship
which may last for a lifetime. For the foreign students who come from
different countries or from different schools in the same country, this is
a platform to get to know each other and get connected, which will facil-
itate better understanding of themselves, others, their own country and
other countries, which is equally important.

“BRICS Looking China Youth Film Project” is part of the Looking
China program series. Since 2014, 40 young participants from the BRICS
— Brazil, India, Russia, and South Africa have come to China and made
40 short documentary films. Their works are the wonderful fruits of the
cultural exchanges between the BRICS youths in China, and reflect the
program’s increasing success and influence. This answers to the annual
theme of the BRICS country leaders’ 9th meeting this year from the
youths’ perspective as well as a cultural standpoint on the one hand,
which is “deepening the BRICS partnership and opening up a brighter
future”, and carries into practice the objective of “increasing peo-
ple-to-people exchanges and enhancing public support”, on the other.
By virtue of this program and these films, we hope that young people of
the BRICS will join together to experience and share China’s develop-
ment practices and its social imaginary, help promote the cultural ex-
changes and people-to-people bonds between China and other BRICS
countries, and explore the possibilities of emerging countries and devel-
oped countries jointly building new cultural orders for the world.

As the initiator and sponsor of “BRICS Looking China Youth Film
Project”, Beijing Normal University has always been committed to the
extensive communication of Chinese and foreign cultures and interna-
tional cooperation in relate(;l areas, receiving on an annual basis over
4,000 foreign students from over 100 countries and sending over 3,000
faculty members and students abroad for exchange and study pro-
grams. In recent years, the school has laid particular stress on and taken
an active part in BRICS-related work, increasingly promoting partner-

ships with BRICS and other emerging countries. The school founded the
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“BRICS College League” in collaboration with over 40 colleges from the
BRICS and taken on the position as the Secretariat, and is also a Deputy
Director Organization of the China Council for the BRICS Think Tank
Cooperation. In the past years, led by Director Huang Huilin, Academy
for International Communication of Chinese Culture, Beijing Normal
University has launched a variety of cultural exchange projects and
events, including “BRICS Looking China Youth Film Project”, which
have served a forceful role in promoting communication, exchange and
cooperation in the education and culture sectors among the BRICS and
related regions.

Taking this opportunity, I'd like to thank Professor Huang Huilin,
founder of the Looking China Project, and her team, who have done
great work with their creativity and efforts. May the program continue
its role in promoting the mutual understanding of college students from
the BRICS and further promoting the friendships between all countries
and peoples in the world. I"d like to extend my sincere wishes for even
greater success of the program. I hope that the young participants will
share with their families and friends what they have witnessed, heard or
even tasted in China, introducing Chinese culture and sharing their
marvelous documentaries when they have returned home. Welcome to

China and Beijing Normal University!
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“Looking China Youth Film Project” has successfully run 6 rounds
since 2011. As of 2016, a total of 302 young filmmakers from 35 countries
have been invited to the program, who went to 21 regions of China and
made 301 Looking China short documentaries. In 2017, we expect 100
new documentaries to be made between April and July in 12 regions in
China, featuring the theme, “Craftsmanship, Inheritance, Innovation”.

Looking China invites young foreign filmmakers to make a
10-minute documentary from their own unique perspectives and with
the assistance of theChinese partners appointed to them. The program
lays an emphasis on the personal experience of the young foreign partic-
ipants about Chinese culture and urges the young foreigners to observe
and experience the life in China with their cameras, and to discover and
tell Chinese stories from their own standpoints. From the point of the
foreigners’ arrival to that of saying good-bye in the end, from strangers
to friends, from misunderstandings to understandings, from coopera-
tion to success, there’s always a lot more to share and remember behind
the stories of the short films. Even after the program, the friendships be-
tween the young foreign and Chinese participants, the faculties and stu-
dents, the schools connected by the program still continue to grow.
Looking China has become an iconic program for young people around
the world to experience and exchange Chinese culture, which, overcom-
ing the barriers between different countries and peoples in good faith of
cultural respect and interpersonal communication, aims to build a
bridge of friendship full of vigor and hope between young foreign and
Chinese people.
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Global economy is slowing down currently, hence the growth of the
ideological trend of “de-globalization”, and we are facing more common
problems than ever. Countries do need to share a spirit of openness and
reciprocity, mutual learning and benefiting, carrying out more cultural
exchange, gaining more public support, and seeking more international
cooperation, in order to have shared advantages and achieve joint de-
velopment.

The “People-to-People Bond” Initiative as well as cultural commu-
nication between countries call for concrete, mutually acceptable and ef-
ficient approaches. As for how to translate the good will of communica-
tion into feasible and practical operation schemes, theories and policies
to practices in real life, and how to enter into the life of a living individu-
al from the macro-cultural phenomenon of a people, Looking China has
obtained some useful experience, and will not stop exploring more to-
gether with our young foreign friends in the future.

Since 2014, in order to let more young foreigners know and join
Looking China, we started our Looking China book series. At this point
we'd like to present two feature books: The People-to-People Bond:
“Belt and Road” Looking China Youth Film Project, and The Peo-
ple-to-People Bond: BRICS Looking China Youth Film Project. The ma-
jor features the reader will see in these books are: overview of the short
films categorized by countries that our participants are from, poster and
synopsis of each film, the interview with each participant, teachers’
words, etc. These books cover the stories of Looking China in the past
years with rich images and texts, reflecting the joint achievement of
Looking China program and cultural communication among forieign
students, sharing and exploring valuable experience and efficient mod-
els in terms of the generation of China’s contemporary cultural influ-
ence.

The world belongs to the youth. May Looking China continue to

contribute to the communication among the youth.
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