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Chapter 1
Researeh Orientation

A thesis is a degree-oriented research paper, relatively long and written on
the basis of some academic research and for the purpose of obtaining a college or
university degree. It concerns a problem or series of problems in your area of
research and it should describe what was known about it previously, what you did
towards solving it, what you think your results mean, and where or how further
progress in the field can be made. To write a quality thesis, we need to, first of

all, know the basics of doing research and writing a research paper.

Understanding a Research Paper

A research paper is the culmination and final product of an involved process
of research, critical thinking, source evaluation, organization, and composition.
It is, perhaps, helpful to think of a research paper as a living thing, which grows
and changes as the student explores, interprets, and evaluates sources related to
a specific topic. Primary and secondary sources are the heart of a research paper,
and provide its nourishment; without the support of and interaction with these
sources, the research paper would morph into a different genre of writing, The
research paper serves not only to further the field in which it is written, but also
to provide its writer with an exceptional opportunity to increase his/her
knowledge in that field.

Of course, a research paper is not simply an informed summary of a topic by
means of primary and secondary sources. It is not a book report, or an opinion
piece, or an expository essay consisting solely of one’s interpretation of a text, or
an overview of a particular topic. Instead, it is a genre that requires one to spend
time conducting research with the intent getting an answer to one’s research
question. The goal of a research paper is not to inform the reader what others have to
say about a topic, but to draw on what others have to say about a topic and engage the

sources in order to thoughtfully offer a unique perspective on the issue at hand.
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Reasons for Research

Then what makes people undertake research? This is a question of fundamental
importance. People do research to face the challenge in solving the unsolved
problems, to find answers to controversial issues, to satisfy their curiosity about
the world we live in, to get intellectual joy of doing creative work, and of course
most importantly to better the human society. Many more factors such as directives
of government, employment conditions, curiosity about new things, desire to
understand causal relationships, social thinking and awakening, and the like may
as well motivate people to perform research operations.

Research allows people to pursue their interests, to learn something new, to
hone their problem-solving skills, and to challenge themselves in new ways.
Working on a group research project gives people the opportunity to work closely
with their group members. With a self-initiated research project, people can have
a product that represents the distillation of their interests and studies, and

possibly, a real contribution to knowledge.

Steps of Doing Research

Doing research is a process of searching, exploring and discovering in your
chosen area of study. To draw a parallel, a lawyer researches and reads about
many cases and uses them to support a case, or a scientist reads many case studies
to support an idea about a scientific principle. The steps below provide a simple
and effective approach for conducting a research project. Depending on your topic
and your familiarity with library research, you may need to rearrange or recycle

these steps.
Step 1. Choose Your Topic

Select a topic that is of interest to you, or if you have been assigned a topic,
select an aspect or perspective of the topic that interests you. Uf you are having
troubles selecting a topic, you may find it useful to browse magazines, journals,
newspapers, reference sources, and online databases. Remember, selecting a
topic is the most important decision you will make in the research process.

Without a topic, you can’t go any further.
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Step 2. Find Basic Information

Find basic information on your topic. Select a few key terms from your topic
and search for basic information in reference sources such as subject
encyclopedias, bibliographies, handbooks, library catalogs. books, online
databases, and Internet sources. This preliminary search will help you determine

how much or how little information is available about your topic.

Step 3.Refine Your Topic

Based on the quality and number of items located, you may need to refine

your topic;

P If your initial search renders too little information, try broadening your
topic. You can broaden a topic by searching for related concepts or
synonyms using different keywords, or by selecting different sources.

P If your initial search renders too much information, you will need to
narrow your topic. You can narrow your topic by using more specific
terms and by examining subject headings in books and/or online
databases. You can also try examining book and article references for

additional sources.

Step 4. Develop a Working Thesis

This is the stage of searching for meaning. Here you look back over the
information you have got, make sense of it, see how it fits together and how it
links up with what you have already known. Then you come up with a working

thesis for your research.
Step 5: Locate and Retrieve Sources

Once you have identified your topic, you can begin to locate and retrieve
information. Before you begin locating information about your topic, you will
need to identify what information formats (articles, books, websites,

dissertations, etc. ) are needed and select the appropriate research tool(s).
Step 6. Keep Track of the Sources

Throughout your research process you will need to keep accurate notes of
what research tools and search strategies you used. This ensures that you wonlt

retrieve the same information twice, as well as allowing you to reproduce a
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particular search if needed. Notate complete citations for all your information
even if you are unsure of whether or not you will use the information. Trying to
locate the information at a later date may be difficult without proper citations.

A “complete citation” includes identifying information that allows you to

locate information when needed. Some common citations are formatted using the

APA or MLA style guidelines.
Step 7. Evaluate the Sources

After locating your information you will need to review them for usefulness
and relevancy to your topic. A clear, well-defined topic allows you to quickly
eliminate irrelevant information. After you have determined the relevancy, you
then need to evaluate the quality of your information.

Here is a brief list of the basic criteria to source evaluation:

(1) Authority—Who is the author? What are their credentials?

(2) Accuracy— Are the facts verifiable? Is the information correct?

(3) Objectivity—What is the purpose? Is there a bias?

(4) Currency—Is the information up-to-date?

(5) Coverage— What is the scope of the information? What does it focus on?
Step 8. Read the Materials and Take Notes

After you have decided what sources might be useful to you, it is time to
read these sources and take notes by summarizing, paraphrasing, or quoting. Be
sure to include all the bibliographic information about the source, including the
exact page references, for all three types of notes, since you will need it later if

you use the information in your paper.
Step 9. Write up the Paper

At this time of your research, you have the compelling urge to tell readers
about your research, and certainly there is the necessity for you to share the
results of your research. You need to tell it so well that readers can participate in

your experience and learn as well as you do in what your research results in.
Step 10; Edit and Proof-read
Being the last but never the least, this step offers you a chance to improve

the layout of your paper and check the language so as to ensure it is free from any

mechanics. Simple as it is, it can enhance the readability of your paper.
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Important Facts on Research

1.1t requires critical and creative thinking.

It is not simply to collect supporting evidences for your point of view.
Evaluation is needed. Most importantly, it helps you find an appropriate position
vou should assume in the discussion. A
2.1t needs interests, devotion, enthusiasm and perseverance.

Doing research and writing a research paper takes time and effort. It can be a
daunting task and can be overwhelming to beginners. So you must get well-
prepared for it, choosing a topic of your interest, and most importantly, set a
tentative schedule as soon as the task is given,
3.1t has no predictable patterns and results.

If predictable, there would be no point in undertaking the research. Your
research can turn out to be different from or even contradictory to your
expectations.
4.The writing is as important as the search.

After the research, you have the urge to tell readers your discovery. This
process of writing up the research paper is of great importance. If the paper is not
well-written, it is hard for readers to understand your research.
5.1t never allows plagiarism, so documentation is essential.

Documentation is an essential part in research paper writing. It is the process
of quoting or paraphrasing other people’s words or ideas and saying where you
got them. This is to give credit to the materials you have used in your writing,

and at the same time, it proves your academic integrity.

Terms in Research

Primary Research vs. Secondary Research

~

Primary research involves collecting data about a given subject directly from



