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Preface

In selecting the literary matter that goes to make up
this reader, constant and earnest care has been taken to
glean the brightest and best from writers who have won
recognition through the merit of their work. The lessons
have been arranged so as to cover the subjects suggested by
the best educational authorities. These selections may be
classified as follows:

Classic Myth
Nature Study
Fables and Fairy Tales
Legends
Folk-lore
History and Biography
The Bible
Story and Adventure
Poems about the Seasons
Miscellaneous Poems
This reader is based upon the vocabulary of the first

reader of the same series, and is carefully graded to follow



that book. New words are uniformly placed in word lists at
the head of the lesson, so that the pupil who is well drilled
on these lists will never meet a word in reading that he does
not know and cannot call at sight.

The reader is the best basis for practical language work,
and at intervals throughout this book systematic suggestions
for language exercises are given. The same suggestions are
applicable to numerous lessons, and should not be limited
to the single place in which they are found. While no
attempt is made, or should be made, to formulate rules, yet
the simplest principles of capitalization and punctuation are
developed by practice in writing.

Today thoughtful educators very generally hold that it
is undesirable to sacrifice space to questions that analyze
lessons.

Such questions to be interesting and valuable must vary
with the environment and the information of each class, and
are easily supplied by teachers. By conforming to modern
pedagogy on this point we have been able to gain space
which has been utilized to include several stories exactly
adapted in vocabulary to the advancement of the class.

At the close of the book will be found brief biographical
sketches of some of the prominent authors represented.
Other biographies will be found in the higher readers.

The author and publishers acknowledge their



obligations to Messrs. Houghton, Mifflin & Co. for
permission to use “The Strongest——Who? or Which?”
from “Little Mr. Thimblefinger and His Queer Country”,
by Joel Chandler Harris, and for the two extracts from the
“Second Book of Birds”, by Mrs. Olive Thorne Miller; to
Messrs. D. C. Heath & Co. for “The Boy, the Bees, and the
British”, from “Old Time Stories of the Old North State”,
by Mrs. Lutie Andrews McCorkle; to Messrs. Charles
Scribner’s Sons for the extract from “Bob”, by Sidney
Lanier; for “David’s Trip to the Moon”, from “The Garden
behind the Moon”, by Howard Pyle; for “Elephants and
their Babies”, from “The World of the Great Forest”, by Paul
du Chaillu; to the Frederick A. Stokes Company for “The
Snow Baby” from “The Snow Baby”, by Josephine Diebitsch
Peary.
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