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Preface

Under the careful organization, collection and compilation of the Qiandongnan Prefecture Committee of
the China People’ s Political Consultative Conference (CPPCC) and through the two—year joint efforts of
people of all circles who are enthusiastic to carry forward the Chinese outstanding history and culture and
editorial staff, Centennial Precious Photographs of (Qiandongnan Prefecture finally comes out, which is
worthy of congratulations.

Centennial Precious Photographs of Qiandongnan Prefecture consists of Historical Figures and
Events,The History of Economic and Social Development, Culture, Education, Hygiene and Sports
Annals, Ethnic Groups’ Customs and Practices and Others. It is said to be a local textbook for
demonstrating patriotism education in (Qiandongnan for the past a hundred years. From it, we can feel all
kinds of characters who are very flesh and vivid. It seems we also experience a variety of events. Through it,
we can really understand and are keenly aware of yesterday’ s Qiandongnan. So to speak, it is the most real,
most precious, most valuable photographic material.

There are 2059 photographs dating back to Guangxu years of Qing Dynasty at the end of 19th century to
the year 2000 in Centennial Precious Photographs of Qiandongnan Prefecture covering the complicated and
changing history with a span of more than 100 years and referring to all kinds of life such as politics,
economy, culture and social life. Although we can not collect all, we do our best to make it. Of these
photographs many are from the archives, private collections and other tunnels. Through many years, they are
cultural relics and very valuable and precious.

Opening it, after the establishment of Zhenyuan government of Guizhou Military Regime during the
Revolution of 1911, we can see the changes of political history in Qiandongnan and the activities of the
Party, the government,the military and meetings during the Republic of China (from 1912—1949). We can
touch historical trace of Political Bureau of the Central Committee of the Communist Party of China
Conference in Liping County on the Long March; during anti—Japanese period, there were the vigorous
movements of resistance against Japan and saving the nation from extinction in counties of ()iandongnan.
Officers and soldiers from Qiandongnaﬁ fought bloody battles in the front, lost their lives, made great
contributions to build the Jiuzhou Airport of Huangping County, helped Japanese prisoners of war in Heping

Village of Zhenyuan County and adhered to antiwar, and devoted themselves to the peaceful cause. On

—A\
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November 4th, 1949, Tianzhu County, firstly liberated, opened a new chapter in the history, and saw
historical stages of important events such as establishment and consolidation of the new people’ s regime,
socialist transformation and socialist construction, the “Great Leap Forward” , “People’ s Commune” |,
the “Cultural Revolution” , and the reform and opening up. Opening it, we can take an overall view of
Zhenyuan County in 1930s, a bird” s eye view of Shibing County in 1940s, some blocks and architectures of

other counties and the construction of Kaili City. We can taste the old city and clearly know the change of

towns in Qiandongnan. The first steel plant in China — Zhenyuan Qingxi Steel Plant — was established in

1888 (the 14th year of Guangxu Emperor of Qing Dynasty) and there existed the original appearance of

Sanba Mercury Factory (Danzhai Mercury Mine); on seeing the sites and original appearance of Lingbasan
enterprise founded by the Central Government during the 60s to 80s of the last century, Kaili Fertilizer
Plant, Kaili Cotton Mill, Kaili Polyester Factory, we can recall the prosperity and flourish of enterprises. At
the same time, we relive the difficulty of pioneering work during that age. Opening it, we can appreciate
eraduation photos of different ages and backgrounds, see the scenes of doctors’ pulse treatment, feel
moving situations of sports events, and are happy about the colorful and rich songs and dances of ethnic
groups, but sad with miserable conditions of torrential floods. These photographs can arouse our recollection
and awaken us to ponder deeply and associate.

Through those plain and real records of Centennial Precious Photographs of Qiandongnan Prefecture,
we can hear the step of the historical advancement. At the same, we can see colorful and varied human
societies and calamitous life scenes. In the great age of “Chinese dream” in which people of all
nationalities are making to realize the great rejuvenation of the Chinese nation, we edit and publish
Centennial Precious Photographs of Qiandongnan Prefecture, which is completely meaningftul and valuable.

Photographs and written records of history both have an important value of literature.They complement
each other and benefit mutually. We are proud that Qiandongnan boasts the long history, the rich culture,
and the colorful customs and practices. Therefore, we should treasure and care about the historical legacy of
a hundred years.

Centennial Precious Photographs of Qiandongnan Prefecture is the result of collective wisdom. It is
Qiandongnan people’ s precious spiritual wealth, recording yesterday’ (Qiandongnan, seeing today's
Qiandongnan, and displaying hope of tomorrow™ s Qiandongnan.

Through the contrast between history and reality, we redouble our love for today’ s Qiandongnan. We

firmly believe that Qiandongnan will be more glorious and resplendent and infinitely better tomorrow.

The Chairman of the Qiandongnan Prefecture Committee of the CPPCC: Mr. Liang Chengxiang
December 2nd, 2014
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