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Abstract

This book aims to clear the characters barrier, deepen the un-
derstanding of word meaning, be helpful to understand the Nestorian
doctrine, and correct the previous misunderstanding and misemploy
about the Nestorian literature through collation and annotation of the
Nestorian literature of Tang dynasty. On this basis, through the
handed? down literature, the unearthed literature and foreign reli-
gious literature, we can explore the integration of Nestorian religion
and other religions, examine the strategy in the spread of China Nes-
torian religion, and look for named Nestorian Christian, which con-
tribute to the clearance the spread of Nestorian religion in China,
perfect the spread history of Christianity in China.

This book is divided into five chapters, followed by Chinese?
character? studying on the Nestorian literature of Tang dynasty,
words studying on the Nestorian literature of Tang dynasty, core ter-
minology studying on the Nestorian literature of Tang dynasty, his-
torical textual research of the Nestorian literature of Tang dynasty,
studying on arrangement related problems of the Nestorian literature
of Tang dynasty. Its main features are as follows:

Firstly, it is not superstitious about authority, not blind faith of
predecessors, questioning boldly, and correcting fallacy. After the
Nestorian tablet unearthed at the end of the Ming Dynasty in Xi’an,
studying on the Nestorian literature of Tang dynasty from the Nestori-
an core doctrine of textual research, text interpretation, communica-

tion means and other aspects, has made a lot of results by Chinese
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and foreign scholars such as Li Zhizao, Emmanuel Diaz, Paul Pelli-
ot, Feng Chengjun, Saeki Yoshiro, and Hata Ryo, Chen Yuan,
Arther Christopher Moule, Lin Wushu, Weng Shaojun. However,
there are still many problems due to the limitations of the corpus.
With the development of new material disclosure and excavation,
cross disciplinary research deeply, some difficult problems are
solved, and the history of the Nestorian of Tang dynasty and the re-
search history of the Nestorian of Tang dynasty need to review. Most
of the papers in this book have been revised on the base of the con-
clusions of previous studies, new materials added, the use of new
methods, and achieved remarkable results.

Secondly, the effect of comprehensive research is obvious.
There are outstanding achievements in the history mining and inter-
pretation of the doctrine of Nestorian religion of Tang dynasty because
the majority of the academic backgrounds of the previous researchers
are history and religion. However, due to lack of knowledge of char-
acter learning, there are some problems in the interpretation of the
Nestorian religion texts ( stone carving and sutra) in different de-
grees. Some of them are even low-level mistakes, and cause prob-
lems with the reliability of the conclusion. Most papers of this book
are starting to return to the texts from the perspective of linguistics,
and it has laid a good foundation for further research aiming at the
difficult folk characters and misused characters to recognition and re-

search in the Nestorian literature of Tang dynasty.

Key words: TangDynasty; Nestorian; Literature; Words
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