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Forword for Chinese Version

The new textbook of Chinese Mammalogy

In recent decades, mammalogy has made great advances, and Chinese mammalogy has kept pace with
international trends, led by the older generation of mammalogists and with an ever-increasing number of younger
workers entering the field. The available resources have not, however, kept pace, and for Chinese workers,
teachers and nature conservationists there exists an urgent need for an up-to-date sourcebook on mammalogy
which not only reflects the international development and status of the discipline, but includes the achievements
of Chinese mammalogy over the past decades.

The standard textbook, Vaughan et al.'s Mammalogy, was first published in 1972 and has gone through
six editions to date; it enjoys extremely hxgh prestige and has long had a widespread and profound influences
worldwxde It is now my pleasure to introduce a book to stand alongside Vaughan et al. for Chinese workers and
students. Zhixiao Liu. a mammalogist in the College of Biology and Environmental Sciences of Jishou University
(in Hunan Province ), has more than 20 years’teaching and research experiences in mammalian taxonomy,
ecology and conservation. Dr. Liu graduated from the East China Normal University in 1997, majoring in
mammalogy under the internationally renowned Prof. Helin Sheng, with whom in 2007 he collaborated on a
book The Musk Deer in China, a valuable contribution to ungulate research. During 2011-2012, Prof. Liu spent
a year as a visiting scholar at the Australian National University on a grant from the China Scholarship Council.
During his visiting fellowship, he translated my book Extended Family: Long Lost Cousins—— a Personal
Look at the History of Primatology into Chinese, and his translation was designated one of the 30 most highly
commended books published in China in 2015 by the twelve Chinese top news media, including CCTV, the
Guangming Daily, China Youth News, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, China News, and China’s General
Administration of Press and Publication.

Prof. Liu's new book, a mammalogy primer for the Chinese students and researchers, is a much-needed
contribution, filling a gap which has existed for too long.

Colin Groves
Emeritus Professor, Australian National University
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