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Every theory of poetry is a defense of poetry; every poet
theorizing deals with, because he must deal with, the
“What is your poem good for?" Among modern poets, th
have been two principal answers to this question: either
supplies “the satisfactions of belief,” or it provides a pect
knowledge of the world's particnfars. The first answer (o
is Wallace Stevens's) leac§ ! igi

ward a surrogate for rc.Q

words; the second (which isK8

scems to be a surrogate ‘- )

things. Neither ang
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