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Introduction

Of all the Eastern European states, Romania
probably suffers from the worst reputation, owing
mostly to the violent revolution of 1989 and the
tragedy of its abandoned children in the 1990s.
Move beyond the media images, however, or the
cliches of Dracula and creepy Transylvaman
castles, and you will discover a fascinating, dynamic
country that exerts an inexplicable pull even as it
frustrates and bewilders you.

Romania’s citizens have retained their “seize
the day™ mentality. While their country rushes to
embrace capitalism and conspicuous consumption,
they still face the daily problems of a transition
economy, which they bear stoically with a shrug
and a resigned “This is Romania.”

Culture Smart! Romania looks at the ways the
past has shaped present-day Romanian attitudes
and behavior. We examine the Latin temperament
that sees drivers gesticulating and hooting with a
fervor that suggests their manhood depends on it.
We meet people at home in the grim apartment
complexes that they do their best to render
cheerful and into which they will welcome you
with the very best of what they have. We study
them at work—where some stay late into the night
determined to forge a better life for themselves,

and others play PC solitaire while the boss isn't



Introduction
003

looking—and at play, partying until dawn in smoky
basement dives.

Romanian life is not for the fainthearted.
The massive bureaucracy, the occasional curtness,
the negative and limiting stereotypes of women

and Roma, the appalling poverty, and the risible

behavior of the fitosi —the ill-mannered nouveau
riche—can all be dispiriting. Such drawbacks

are more than outweighed by what Romania

has to offer, however. High on the plus side is a
marvelous sense of “anything goes.” Park right
across the sidewalk. Smoke wherever you like. Cell
phone ringing in a concert? Just answer it. Feeling
amorous in the park? No problem. There’s little
you can do here that will offend.

Romania also offers great business or career

opportunities. Expatriate status confers respect and >

#

authority. Here, the idea that’s been done a dozen 1"
times back home is new on the market. Doing ]
difficult things is simple in Romania (it’s the simple
things that are difficult to do), and Western money
goes a long way.

But the biggest draw is the warmth of the

people, and the wonderful feeling of being in a

place where something is happening. If you can
negotiate the pitfalls (and we aim to help you do
that), you'll discover a place that will continually
surprise and challenge you—difficult, sometimes,

to live in, but almost impossible to leave.




